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INTRODUCTION 

 

Well I’m not sure if any of you have previously had an epiphany. But basically an 

epiphany is where you come to a realisation. And the way that it works is that when an 

epiphany happens, it changes how you see everything, and how you see everything 

moving forward. But every now and then, an epiphany comes, and it changes 

everything moving forward. It could be the math problem you couldn’t solve. Learning 

how to balance the clutch for the first time. Making sense of why someone is the way 

they are because of a secret they shared with you. Or comprehending the gospel for the 

first time. Whatever the case, you know what I’m talking about. There’s a moment 

where something happens, and all the pieces come together, and you just get it. All the 

fragmented bits of information aren’t fragmented any longer, and through the one event 

you can make sense of the whole. 

Overview: Book of Samuel so far. Well two weeks ago we began our journey through 

the 1st Book of Samuel. And we’ve seen how God is faithfully guiding history to give us 

the king we need. It’s a story of cosmic significance as we witness the rise and fall of 

leaders and the transition from one period of history to the next. 

It began with the miraculous birth of Samuel. And then following this birth, it traced 

the fall of Eli and the rise of Samuel. God first promised judgement and a change in 

leadership. And then through Samuel, God confirmed this judgement and this change 

of leadership. But it leaves us with this question: How will this transition play out? 



How will what was decreed from the mouth of God in heaven play out before the eyes of 

man on earth? 

Now as we look at our text this evening, we see the scope of the story abruptly change. 

You see, the lens has so far focused on the lives of two families, and in particular, the 

lives of two leaders – Samuel and Eli. But in Samuel’s words coming to all Israel at the 

beginning of VV.1 in Chapter 4, we see by the end of VV.1 the scope of the story 

abruptly change. There’s a movement from the familial to the national. Because the life 

of a leader on the people they lead is formative. The decisions they make will bare upon 

the fate of a people. And in this context, Israel find themselves on the cusp of battle 

against the Philistines. 

Structure. Now if I can do a few spoilers. Over our time this evening we’ll be able to 

trace the narrative in four movements. First, we’re going to see in Chapter 4 that the 

LORD defeats Israel and His glory departs from Israel. Second, we’re going to see in 

Chapter 5 that the LORD defeats the Philistines – or the nation of Philistia. Third, after 

the defeat of the Philistines, the LORD will return to Israel. And finally, in a climactic 

battle, the LORD will save Israel. And in tracing these events, we’re going to see how 

one event will make sense of the whole. And we’re going to see how one event will 

gather up the bits of information and help us know how to look forward. 

 

Context. Now when we jump into our text, the first thing you’ll notice is just how 

casually the war’s mentioned. There’s no tension or build it. It just happens. 

Israel went out to meet the Philistines in battle. 

And before going further, it’s important to remind us that as the Book of Samuel opens, 

Israel had no leader. And because they had no leader, they were in spiritual darkness 

and they were restless. Foreign nations would constantly bombard Israel so that they 



couldn’t have peace. And of these nations, the one that emerged as the most significant 

threat to Israel were the Philistines. 

And so by the time we arrive in Samuel, Israel were a nation in spiritual darkness and 

a nation under occupation and oppression. Large parts of Israel were occupied by the 

Philistines; they were under the oppression of the Philistines; and there was no peace. 

And without any drama to the battle, the Philistines slaughter Israel. And it’s at this 

event that the elders of Israel ask in verse 3, 

Why did the LORD defeat us today before the Philistines? 

 

And it’s a peculiar question that drives our passage. Because they don’t ask “Why 

couldn’t we defeat the Philistines?” They don’t even ask, “Why didn’t the LORD help us? 

No, instead they ask, “Why did the LORD defeat us today?” And this question brothers 

and sisters – this question is the question that our passage seeks to resolve. And so 

without any further ado, let’s jump into our text.  

 

CHAPTER 4: THE LORD DEFEATS AND DEPARTS FROM ISRAEL 

The Ark is brought into Battle. Now in asking “Why did the LORD defeat us today?”, 

what do they do? What’s their first response? Well they devise a plan to bring the Ark 

into battle. You see, the Ark was where the glory of God would come. A place for Israel 

to come into the presence of God. It was the sign that God is with us. 



And so the plan that the leaders devise is to bring the Ark of God’s Covenant into 

battle. Because in this covenant are the promises of God, and the promises of God are 

to be with His people. But notice the context that has them devise this plan. They 

asked in verse 3, 

Why has the LORD defeated us today? 

You see they rightly understood that their loss against the Philistines on earth 

happened because of the LORD’s activities in heaven.  

But in response to this reality – rather than seeking to understand the will of God, they 

instead say, 

Let’s bring the ark of the LORD’s covenant from Shiloh. 

Then He will save us from our enemies. 

And so in bringing the Ark of God into battle – they thought that they could can 

manipulate the Sovereign LORD. ‘God didn’t want to go with us into battle today. In 

fact He’s the one who defeated us today. And so we’re going to grab the Ark, and we’ll 

make Him go with us.’ 

Now it’s an easy thing to cast shade on Israel for doing this. After all, they thought they 

could manipulate the sovereign LORD of the universe. But how often is this the case for 

us? 

God I’ve gotten a new house. It’s everything I ever wanted, but it’s going to be a 

bit harder to come to church, and it’s going to be a bit harder to serve in church, 

and the mortgage is pretty high so I won’t be able to give much to your kingdom 

either. But please bless this home. 

God my life is terrible right now,  and I think you’ve been calling me back to 

yourself. Now I’ve been praying and reading my Bible a few times this week, so 

when can you change my circumstances? I’ve learned the lesson you’ve wanted 

me to learn. 

It’s all to easy brothers and sisters to be like Israel and do what we can to manipulate 

the LORD. To want Him to bless your selfish decisions. And to want Him to change 

your circumstances after false piety. 



The Ark is Captured. And so going back to our text. What we see unfold is that Israel – 

they bring the Ark from the Temple into their camp in Ebenezer. And as the Ark comes 

into the camp, the soldiers – they raise their voices in a roar of confidence. 

Now the Philistines, they hear this cry and they come to realise that the Ark had come 

to the Israelite camp, and it causes them to panic. You see, they’d heard of stories of 

Israel’s salvation from Egypt. Now as the story got passed from nation to another 

nation, it seems that some of the details got twisted. But what they got right was that 

this God was powerful, and that He humiliated the Egyptian Empire and its leader, 

Pharaoh. And so just as God was capable of reversing the fortunes of Egypt, He was 

also capable of reversing the fortunes of the Philistines and make them bow the knee 

and serve Israel. And so to this knowledge, and in a surprising act of courage, their 

leaders say in verse 9, 

Show some courage and be men, Philistines!  

Otherwise, you’ll serve the Hebrews just as they served you.  

Now be men and fight! 

And from this, they obliterate the Israelites. It describes it as a great slaughter. And 

then from there, they capture the Ark – and the Ark departs from Israel. And not only 

are we left wondering about the destiny of the Ark, but we’re left asking why this 

happened? Because not only has the LORD defeated us, but He’s also departed from 

us. But now the Ark’s been captured – so why? Why did He allow this to happen? Or, 

did He allow this to happen? Perhaps He’s not the one true God and this title belongs 

to one of the Philistine deities? So why? 

The Death of Eli and his House. But in this capture of the Ark, the narrator briefly 

draws our attention away from this question – and he draws it somewhere else. You 

see, there’s a separate storyline – or a separate story arc that needs to be resolved. And 

in the rise of the boy Samuel in Chapter 2, God promised judgement to the house of Eli 

And then in the call of Samuel to prophet in Chapter 3, God confirmed this judgement 

to Eli. And what was decreed in heaven about the house of Eli is now executed on earth 

as his two sons – Hophni and Phineas – they die on the same day. A messenger in verse 

12 then comes to tell Eli about the loss of war, the loss of his sons, and the loss of the 

Ark. And in hearing this news about the Ark, Eli falls backwards from his chair and 



dies. And so in this sense of tragic irony – the priest who fattened himself while Israel 

starved – this same priest broke his neck and died when he fell off the chair because as 

the narrator’s careful to note in verse 18: he was old and heavy.  

Then Eli’s daughter-in-law – the one who married Phinehas – she hears about all this, 

and she dies while giving birth to her son. And in her last words, she names her son 

Ichabod, because as she says in verse 22,  

The glory has departed from Israel because the ark of God has been captured. 

This was a cataclysmic moment in the history of Israel. What was decreed about the 

house of Eli in heaven has now been executed on earth. And God has been faithful to 

His Word. 

 

CHAPTER 5. THE LORD DEFEATS PHILISTIA 

And with this, the lens moves from the home of a dying mother in Israel. And we’re 

taken to a temple in Ashdod – one of the five Philistine cities – and we’re taken to this 

temple as the Ark of God is placed next to the statue of the Philistine god Dagon. And 

in a symbolic act to both memorialise their victory at Ebenezer and to humiliate Israel 

and their God, the Philistines placed the Ark of God beside Dagon. In other words, the 

LORD was now his servant. 

And so rather than asking – why did the LORD defeat Israel? – we’re instead left asking 

‘did the LORD defeat Israel?’ Did He defeat Israel or was the loss at Ebenezer the work 

of Dagon? And what we see very quickly brothers and sisters, is a definitive ‘no’ to this 

question. What we see unfold over Chapter 5 and 6 is that the LORD is sovereign and 

no one can stand in His holy presence. 

Because the next morning, Dagon’s conspicuously in a posture of worship to the LORD. 

And the morning after that, his head and hands were cut off. And as Dagon’s hands 



were cut off, we see in verse 6 that the LORD’s hand was heavy against the Philistines 

for the next seven months. And in a series of events that remind us of the Exodus, God 

has plagued the land with mice, and he’s plagued the people with tumours – or 

illnesses.  

He first afflicts the city of Ashdod and so they send the Ark to the next city. But then 

they’re afflicted, and so they then send the Ark to the next city. And then they freak 

out, and so they want to send the Ark away. 

 

CHAPTER 6: THE LORD RETURNS TO ISRAEL 

Philistia have come to know the LORD. So as we move into Chapter 6, the Philistine 

rulers summon the religious leaders of the nation together and they ask,  

What should we do with the ark of the LORD? 

You see, this experience has come to change the way the Philistines understand God. 

He’s no longer just the God of Israel as they spoke of Him before – He’s not just a god 

amongst the gods – no he’s come to be known and named as He is. He is “The LORD” – 

He is “I am who I am.” The One who has no rival and the One who has no equal. The 

One whose glory is too heavy for anyone to bear. 

And just as Hannah came to know the LORD in salvation, the Philistines like the 

Egyptians have come to know Him in judgement – and they can now sing with Hannah 

There is no one like the LORD; 

There is no one besides you! 

Placating the wrath of the LORD. But what happens when the judgement of God is 

upon you?  What should you do? Especially when you’re not familiar with this God, 



because even though you’ve come to know Him – He’s not like you.  In fact there’s no 

one like Him. So what should you do? 

Well the Philistines consult their religious authorities, and these authorities tell them 

in verse 4 to make, 

Five gold tumors and five gold mice corresponding to the number of Philistine rulers,  

since there was one plague for both you and your rulers. 

In other words, they advise the people to make out of gold, objects that picture – or 

image – the afflictions by God. Images of your illnesses that have afflicted your people. 

And images of mice that have afflicted your land. And make five of each because there 

are 5 rulers and God has afflicted the whole nation. And make them out of gold – which 

symbolises the divine – because the gods who were supposed to give the people health 

and food have been crushed. And so give this to the God of Israel. Glorify Him and 

recognise that He is Supreme. Because He is the God of all and He governs the destiny 

of all. 

One Plague for the rulers and their people. But beyond the nature of their effort to 

appease God – something we cannot miss is that there weren’t two separate plagues 

given. Let me read verse 4 again, 

Five gold tumors and five gold mice corresponding to the number of Philistine rulers,  

since there was one plague for both you and your rulers. 

God has judged the whole nation of the Philistines – its people, its religion, and its 

provision on the land. There wasn’t one plague for the people and one plague for the 

rulers. No – God has given one plague. And He’s judged the whole nation on the basis 

of its rulers. Israel have fallen because of their leaders, and the Philistines have fallen 

because of their leaders. 

And this message that’s carried on throughout Samuel is something we need embedded 

into our bones brothers and sisters. Because beyond this regional battle is a cosmic 

battle. And when Adam fell, all humanity fell, and the judgement of death has not just 

been towards Adam, but for all who exist in him. And so not only is Israel in need of its 

champion, but all humanity is in need of its champion. And we will all rise or fall 

depending on our leader. And so our only hope for life with God and to stand in the 



judgement is if Christ is our leader. So let’s have this embedded into our bones: We rise 

and fall depending on our leader. 

The Sign to know it’s the LORD. Now going back to our text – even though it’s likely 

these afflictions were by God, the religious authorities – they want to make sure. And 

so they say devise a plan to know that the LORD in heaven has guided the events on 

earth in Philistia. And so they get two cows to leave their calves who still needed milk, 

and they get them to travel towards a town called Beth-Shemesh. And these cows are 

to travel towards this town with a yoke on them – or a heavy beam used to transport 

heavy materials. And it usually takes quite some time before the cows get used to this 

heavy load and do what they’re supposed to do. 

In other words, if the cows walk straight towards this town – if the cows aren’t 

distracted by their mothering instincts to attend to their calves. And if they aren’t 

distracted by the heavy load of the yoke. It’s the sign for the Philistines to know that 

the LORD has been the one who afflicted them. Because being an agricultural nation, 

they know this isn’t possible without the intervention of God. 

And this is what happens. They separate the cows from the calves. They’re hitched to 

the cart. The five Philistine rulers follow the cart. And we read in VV.12 that the cows 

stay on track and they go straight towards Beth-Shemesh. 

The Ark comes to Beth-Shemesh. And so now the story and the perspective shifts 

from the view of the Philistine rulers to the Israelites who were – at the time – they were 

harvesting wheat in the field. And when they see the cart coming, they’re overjoyed to 

see it. The glory of the LORD and the glory of Israel has returned. And the cows 

providentially stop near a large rock. And this rock becomes an altar as the priests of 

the town – or the Levites – they sacrifice the cows to the LORD. 

Summary. And it’s at this point in 6:17-18 that the narrator provides a summary of 

what happens. And so if I can summarise: Since the battle at Ebenezer, the Philistines 

have come to know the LORD in judgement. They thought He would serve their gods, 

and instead He judged their gods. And He showed their impotence as He afflicted the 

people and their land. And in coming to intimately know the LORD in judgement, the 

Philistines recognise the Supremacy of God over their people, their religion and their 



land. And it’s because of this that they send the Ark of God back to Israel who welcome 

it with gladness. 

Judgement at Beth-Shemesh. And now ordinarily you’d think that it’d be just 

sunshine and lollipops, and rainbows and everything from here on. But the question 

that’s pressed upon our conscience is the question that was asked by the elders at 

Ebenezer to begin with. 

Why did the LORD defeat us today? 

Why did He defeat Israel? 

And in 6:19, disaster strikes again. The people looked inside the Ark and God struck 

them down. And the same language at the end of verse 19 is used to describe this 

disaster as at the battle of Ebenezer: 

It was a great slaughter. 

And so if it wasn’t clear at Ebenezer that it was the LORD in heaven who acted 

through the Philistines on earth to defeat Israel. Well it’s certainly clear now when 

there is no Philistine in sight. The Ark has just come back and the LORD has just 

defeated Israel again.  

And it’s to this event in Beth-Shemesh that the people ask in verse 20, 

Who is able to stand in the presence of the LORD this holy God? 

 

In other words, ‘Who are we going to send the Ark to? Who’s able to stand in His 

presence? The house of Eli and the priesthood couldn’t. Dagon couldn’t. The Philistines 

couldn’t. The people at Beth-Shemesh couldn’t. So who is able to stand in His 

presence?’ 



But rather than finding an answer – rather than understanding why the LORD defeated 

them – and rather than understanding who can stand in His presence – the question’s 

left unresolved. They just want to get rid of the Ark. It’s as if this brief encounter with 

God has brought them more pain than joy. And they get the people from Kiriath-Jearim 

to take the Ark. And that’s what happens in 7:1. 

CHAPTER 7: THE LORD SAVES ISRAEL 

20 Years Go By. And that’s where the story ends for 20 years. There’s no resolution. 

There’s no answer to the question. It’s just out of sight and out of mind. No knowledge 

as to why God defeated them. No know as to who can stand in His presence. Israel 

simply stay in the spiritual darkness as they experience defeat. 

 

But 20 years pass by and Israel now find themselves still on the cusp of battle once 

again with the Philistines. And they find themselves totally deficient. They find 

themselves in broken spirits, ready for another defeat, and they find themselves longing 

for the LORD. And so Samuel as a prophet and judge tells them – that if they miss life 

with God and if they want it back, then they need to get rid of their idolatry. 

You see brothers and sisters, when we put God out of sight and out of mind, other 

things will creep in to take the place of God. You can never just have God out of sight 

and out of mind and think that nothing’s going to fill the void you’ve created. And it’s at 

this time when that we can be looking at things we shouldn’t, entering into 

relationships we shouldn’t, and practicing things we shouldn’t – as we try to find 

intimacy and security in things that won’t satisfy. 

And this was no different for Israel – as foreign gods in general, but the war and 

sexuality god Ashtoreth in particular – took hold of the nation. They couldn’t 

understand why God defeated them and so they filled the void with something that 

promised to give them what they were looking for. And what we see is that they find 



themselves still in battle with the Philistines and still losing to the Philistines. And to 

this – if this describes you brother or sister – hear the words of Samuel: 

Get rid of your idols! 

Israel Bear Fruit. And it’s at this that we see Israel repent in verses 4-6. They remove 

their foreign gods. They fasted from both food and water to show a total reliance on 

God. And they confessed their sins. 

In other words, they bore the fruit of repentance. They demonstrated by their works 

that they did in fact want life with God. 

You see brothers and sisters, the mark of repentance has never just been to say, “Oh I 

miss God.” But if it’s genuine – if it’s genuine it’ll always bear fruit. It’ll always be 

prepared to give up the sin it’s captive to. It’s prepared to give up the girl, the business, 

the mobile phone, the computer, the network of friends, and even the food and water to 

have God Himself. Or as the Apostle Paul put it, to live is Christ and to die is gain – if it 

means I have God Himself. 

Battle at Mizpah. Now going back to our text. In case you forgot – but the context for 

Israel’s repentance is that they’re on the cusp of war once again with the Philistines. 

And in verse 7, the Philistines hear Israel gathering at Mizpah and they march their 

army towards them. 

Now Israel are afraid, but instead of taking matters into their own hands. Instead of 

attacking the Philistines like they did at Ebenezer. And instead of bringing the Ark from 

Kiriath-Jearim like they decided at Ebenezer. They instead listen to the Word of God 

through the Prophet Samuel. 

The Philistines are marching towards them. They’re encroaching upon their camp. And 

while they’re getting closer, Israel do something unexpected. They cry out to the LORD 

as their leader Samuel offers the sacrifice of a lamb. Echoes of the Exodus ring 

throughout the battle field as the blood flows out of the lamb. And as Hannah once 

sung, 

The LORD will thunder in the heavens against those who oppose Him. 



Then God comes. Echoes of the Exodus ring throughout the battle field as the blood 

flows out of the lamb – and His people are covered from His judgement. The Philistines 

are thrown into confusion, and God gives victory to His people. 

Israel raises their Ebenezer.  And once the dust had settled, we read in verse 12 that, 

Samuel took a stone and set it upright between Mizpah and Shen. 

And He named it Ebenezer, explaining “The LORD has helped us to this point. 

He took a rock and he named it Ebenezer. He named it the place that Israel lost the 

battle against the Philistines almost 21 years ago. And when he explains why he named 

it Ebenezer, he says, “The LORD has helped us to this point.” 

You see brothers and sisters, often times it’s only having come through intense 

suffering and tragic loss that we can look back and make sense of it all. And so in the 

narrator recording these words of Samuel, he invites to look back through Chapters 4-

7. He invites us to look back at the last 21 years. He invites us to see the hand of God 

faithfully guiding history – and we’re invited to understand what Israel came to 

understand at Mizpah. 

And it’s at this point that the question Israel asked when they lost their battle at 

Ebenezer is answered. 

Why did the LORD defeat us today? 

It was to help them to this point – to this point. And it’s here. It’s now they could lay 

this memorial stone and see the divine hand of God in their lives. And so with our time 

left this evening, let us accept this divine invitation to look back over Chapters 4-7 and 

hear what God has to say to His people. 

 

WHY DID THE LORD DEFEAT US TODAY? 



#1. God. And at the heart – at the heart of this text and at the heart of what God is 

trying to tell us – is that there’s no one like Him. He is altogether glorious, He’s 

altogether powerful, and He alone deserve all the glory. 

Now the detail’s missed in the English, but the word for ‘glory’ is the same root for the 

word ‘heavy’. And the heaviness of this glory – or the weight of His glory comes 

throughout our text. In Eli being heavy, he was taking the glory of God, and God judged 

Him. And in the Philistines trying to mock God, His hand – or His power – it was heavy 

against their people. And only when the Philistines gave glory to God was the weight of 

His glory removed from them. 

And anyone who thinks that they can manipulate the Sovereign LORD like Eli, or 

make a fool of the Sovereign LORD like the Philistines: be warned. But for those who 

are oppressed, more than be warned, come to Him and find refuge. Because if there’s 

no one like Him – and if His heart is for the downcast and the defeated – then in Him 

alone can you find salvation. 

 

#2. Israel. And this takes us to our second point –because Israel were experiencing 

darkness and defeat. Spiritual darkness without a concern for God, and constant 

defeat at the hands of their enemies. And both were happening because they were 

relying upon themselves. And then after seven months of the Ark being in Philistine 

territory –  and after they would’ve heard of God’s glory revealed among the Philistines – 

you’d think that they’d come to understand who their God is. 

You’d think they would’ve grasped that He is holy, and that there’s no one like Him. 

But instead they immediately disregard the commands of God and disrespect God 

Himself as they look inside the Ark. They still saw God as common instead of holy. 



And so 20 years needed to go by. 20 years of the same darkness and defeat until they 

finally longed for the LORD. 20 years until they were completely broken. 20 years until 

they were humbled and brought to a place where they were ready to trust in Him. 

And so when we look at the question the elders asked at that battle in Ebenezer. They 

asked why God defeated them, and in asking that they assumed He was not with them. 

And what we can see now is that He was with them. Yes He defeated them, but He was 

also with them. Because God needed to humble Israel before He could exalted them. 

 

#3. Samuel (Leaders). But the missing link in this chain is how this all came about. 

How faithless Israel would come to be reconciled to this holy God. And its here that we 

come back to those two questions that Israel asked at the departure and return of the 

Ark. 

Why did the LORD defeat us today? 

And who can stand in the presence of the LORD this holy God? 

You see, the capture of the Ark in Ebenezer tore apart the fabric of Israel, as God 

executed His judgement upon Eli and his family. He destroyed the whole leadership in 

Israel such that even seven months on, there was no one who they could bring the Ark 

back to. 

And so Israel can only make sense of their defeat two decades later, as God had raised 

up Samuel. Not just as a prophetic figure, but as a leader. And when the time was 

right. When Israel was finally broken and longed for the LORD, they were ready to trust 

and obey the prophetic Word of God through their leader. 

And Samuel lead the people to repentance – and by the sacrifice of the blood of the 

lamb, he lead the people to trust in God – so that Israel no longer lived in spiritual 

darkness or the defeat of their enemy. And the point is this: Samuel first lead a nation 



by trusting in the LORD for his salvation, and then he lead Israel to trust in God for 

their salvation. And it’s at this point that when we return to the narrative in our text at 

the end of Chapter 7 that peace was brought to Israel. Samuel continues to judge Israel 

and peace was brought to the nation. 

 

 

You see brothers and sisters, the leader we need is not one who trusts in Himself, but 

one who trusts in the LORD. And of course, it again begs the question whether Samuel 

is the king we need. And next week we’ll see that the answer is that he’s not. But the 

story continues, and God continues to faithfully guide history, until 1000 years later 

there’s a man in whom the fulness of God dwelt – and this man Jesus hung on a cross. 

And as His creation despised Him. And as Satan encroached upon Him. And as the sin 

of His people was laid upon Him. And as death took a hold of Him. Jesus sacrificed His 

own life – He poured out His own blood – and He said to God in His last words, 

Father, into your hands I entrust my spirit. 

He was obedient to trust God even unto death on a cross. But three days later, God 

highly exalted Him and delivered Him from His enemies. 

Dear brothers and sisters, this is your King. Christ trusted in His Father for salvation 

from death even unto death,  and He leads us to trust Him just the same. 

 



Main Point. And now we may answer our question that began this whole journey 

tonight: why did the LORD defeat us today? And we may now see that in the midst of 

darkness and defeat, we must follow the way of humanity’s leader and trust in our holy 

sovereign LORD. Christ leads us to trust in the One who raised Him from the dead. He 

is our Ebenezer. 

 

As a way of concluding tonight, I wanted to finish with something. If you’re hearing all 

of this and you’re thinking, ‘I’m going through suffering and pain, and at some point in 

time I’m going to get through this pain, and I’m going to look back and I’m going to see 

the LORD’s hand through all of this. That’s not what God wants you to learn through 

this text. 

Paul writes to the Corinthian church and he says that these things have happened as 

an example for our instruction. The point of this text is that if you’re going through 

suffering and pain – to understand in this midst of this darkness and defeat that you 

can trust God. Because just as He raised Jesus from the dead, He will also raise you 

from the dead. Trust in Him. 

Let’s pray. 


