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John 7:1-24 

Why the World Hates Jesus 

 

Introduction 

Well I wanna begin this morning by starting in a place that seems very odd, but hopefully by the 

end of it you’ll see where I’m going with this… 

 

Kevin DeYoung begins one of his books on the topic of camping – he says: 

 

I’ve never understood the attraction of camping. Although I have plenty of friends and 

relatives who are avid campers, it’s always seemed strange to me that someone would work 

so hard all year long so they can live outside for a week. I get the togetherness stuff, but why 

do it in tents with community toilets? As an adventure, I sort of understand camping. You 

strap a pack on your back and go hike God’s creation…But packing up the van like Noah’s 

ark and driving to a mosquito infested campground where you reconstitute an inconvenient 

version of your kitchen just doesn’t make sense. Who decided that vacations should be like 

normal life, only harder?  

 

John 7 

Now I think Kevin DeYoung may be onto to something here – because camping is definitely NOT 

something that peaks my personal interest as a dad or as a husband or even as a human-being! 

 

But I do know that we have many avid campers here in the church who love to go camping for a 

week, maybe two, and possibly several times a year… 

 

And to that I say – well done – go for gold – I won’t be joining you…. 

 

But the Jews loved camping  

 

They were avid campers! 

 

They were expert campers! 

 

And in fact, the Jews loved camping so much that they even had a week-long festival to enjoy it! 
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And this is the festival to which we are turning to here in John chapter 7! 

 

Context 

If you have a look at verse 2 of our text it says: 

 

Now the Jewish Festival of Shelters was near… 

 

So this is probably five or six months after the events outlined for us in John chapter 6, where we 

were dealing with the feast of Passover… 

 

But now in John chapter 7 we are dealing with the Festival of booths (or the Feast of shelters; or 

Tabernacles; or ingathering) Sukkot in the Hebrew… 

 

And basically the feast would have lasted for about 7 to 8 days! 

 

Now it was called the Feast of Booths because for 7 whole days the Jews would live in these man-

made shelters (man-made tents) usually made from leaves, branches, and palm fronds! 

 

Now the whole point of this feast was to recreate the wilderness experience of the Jews…after they 

were rescued & delivered from the hand of Pharoah the Jews travelled the wilderness for 40 plus 

years! 

 

Water & Light 

And so the feast was actually known for having two main components that corelated to the 

wilderness – there was: 

 

1. A water-libation ceremony! 

 

2. And a Temple-lighting ceremony! 

 

A water-libation ceremony because it recalled those occasions when the LORD gave the Israelites 

water in the desert to drink from the Rock – we see that in Exodus 17 & in Numbers chapter 20! 
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But it also had a temple lighting ceremony to remind the Jews of the pillar of fire that had guided 

the Israelites into their wilderness journey at night! 

 

And so with both of these elements the feast was really a time to celebrate God’s provision in the 

wilderness – that He would quench their thirsty needs – and He was light in the desert to bring them 

back safely home to Him: 

 

God would provide and He would protect for His covenant people! 

 

 

Which is why we find these themes of water, & light, & food, & drink, in chapters 7, 8, & 9! 

 

Because all of these themes culminate in this one Jewish festival – and all of these themes ultimately 

point us to the Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

And so this was like a big celebration of the Jews where they would all come together to sing, & 

dance, & eat, and drink at the goodness and kindness of God! 

 

And Josephus (the church historian) says that this was the most anticipated event of the entire year 

– this was the event that most Jews looked forward to!  

 

And it’s in the middle of this event – in the middle of this feast –among all of this joy, and all of this 

peace, and all of this hope, and celebration – that: 

 

That we have this seedy undertone of hostility… 

 

There is this contradictory flavour in the air where you have on the one hand Jews who are there 

to celebrate God’s goodness – and yet at the same time they have this hatred and vitriol toward 

God in the flesh! 

 

John highlights this contradictory nature for us – to show us: 

 

All of the reason why the world hates Jesus! 
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And this hatred begins first and foremost with Jesus’s own brothers – and extends to the Jewish 

religious leaders of the day… 

 

Main Point 

And so as we come to this section of John chapter 7 – the main thing that I want us to see is this: 

 

Being faithful to the Father in heaven requires intense persecution from the world… 

 

And as we make our way through this passage I wanna look at 3 distinct reasons as to why the 

world hates Jesus and is hostile toward the Messiah… 

 

And the reason I wanna look at these 3 reasons in particular is because they are so intensely 

corollary to what it’s like to follow Jesus – that the same way they responded to Jesus back in 

Ancient Israel is the same way people respond to Jesus today! 

 

That provided we are being faithful to Him – provided we are embodying obedience to Him – then 

what the Jews had done to Jesus in Jesus’ own day – the world will do to us in our own day: 

 

Because we are following in the footsteps of Jesus and being faithful to the Father! 

Opening Gambit 

So if you have your bibles – John chapter 7; notice the first reason that the world hates Jesus – verse 

7: 

 

The world hates Jesus because Jesus testifies to its evil deeds! 

 

Have a look at verse 7 – Jesus says: 

 

The world cannot hate you, but it does hate me because I testify about it—that its works are 

evil… 

 

Now this is coming on the heels of a rebuke that Jesus is giving to His brothers because His brothers 

are refusing to acknowledge the claims of Christ! 
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His brothers are trying to get Him to go back to Jerusalem – and Jesus says I can’t go back because 

I’m being hated by the Jews because I’m testifying to their works as Evil… 

 

And this is really the whole point of Jesus’ ministry – this is the whole reason Jesus has come from 

the Father to testify to a world pining in darkness! 

 

Remember back to John chapter 3 where Jesus is speaking to Nicodemus – and John interprets that 

entire conversation by saying that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners – but that part 

of that salvation requires Jesus to testify first about the world’s sin – John chapter 3 verse 19: 

 

This is the judgment: That the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness 

rather than the light [why?] because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone who does evil 

hates the light and avoids the light, so that his deeds may not be exposed…. 

 

So that: 

 

When Jesus Christ came into the world to save human sinners – He first needed to testify 

about their spiritual condition of sin, evil, and wickedness! 

 

This is the way salvation works – you first need to know you’re a sinner in order to be 

saved! 

 

Forms of salvation  

You see increasingly in John’s Gospel there is a hatred for Jesus that constantly appears because 

Jesus’ life is an indictment of a fallen world and a declaration of its need for salvation! 

 

And I do wonder what that was like for Jesus… 

 

What was it like for Him to be constantly coming into conflict with a hostile and hateful world… 

 

I wonder how difficult it was on a human level – to be constantly seen as hostile and hateful to the 

world’s system – when in reality He simply came to accomplish the Father’s will… 

 

And this is what is so congruent about their time in ancient Palestine and our time today… 
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Because the world still hates Jesus! 

 

NEWS FLASH: There is still hostility and hatred toward the Person & work of Jesus Christ today! 

 

Friends do you understand that it’s always been this way – and until the church begins to speak up 

and match the claims of Christ it will always be that way… 

 

People may not mind so much if you talk religiously about God – or religion in general – but the 

moment you begin to talk about Jesus – the moment you begin to stand on His Word – the moment 

you begin to call people to repent: 

 

People will get hostile! 

 

The world will get hostile! 

 

People will get angry at the claims of Jesus Christ! 

 

And I want you to know that no amount of gregarious characteristics – or personality are going to 

soften the claims of Jesus; or prevent this opposition to Christianity… 

 

And don’t get me wrong I am all for being winsome – I am all for being as wise as serpents and 

gentle as doves – I mean if anyone exudes winsomeness it’s me right! 

 

I’m also incredibly humble… 

 

But the whole point of John chapter 7 – the whole point of Jesus coming into Jerusalem – is that no 

matter how hard you try to soften the gospel – no matter how hard you try to accommodate to the 

world’s pronouns – the moment you testify to Jesus the world is going to turn! 

 

And the hostility is always higher when Jesus is intensely present – in other words if you are living 

for Jesus – if you are obedient to Jesus – and you are embodying the claims of Christ then the 

hostility will always be higher as opposed to living a life that is contrary to Jesus: 
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People won’t take you seriously if you are a hypocrite for Jesus! 

 

Because it’s what Jesus promised… 

 

Jesus’ brothers 

And I think Jesus’ brothers know this! 

 

I think they know that the Jews wanted to kill Jesus because Jesus was testifying openly about their 

sin – and so Jesus’ brothers are trying to get Him back on the side of the Jews… 

 

They are acting as His PR representatives by suggesting for Him to go back to Jerusalem (NOT to 

be killed) but in order to regain His popularity! 

 

And so we read in verse 3: 

 

So His brothers said to Him, “Leave here and go to Judea so that your disciples can see your 

works that you are doing. 4 For no one does anything in secret while he’s seeking public 

recognition… 

 

They thought He wanted public recognition! 

 

And they thought that the best way to do that is by winning back the crowds with winsomeness – 

with miracles – and with signs and wonders: 

 

Things that are not so hostile as testifying to their deeds! 

 

And so in their minds the festival of booths (an openly joyous celebration) would be the perfect 

place and opportunity to do some of those miraculous signs and to regain popularity with the 

people… 

 

We know that you’ve had a bad few months Jesus but we’re here to help you get back on that 

road to glory! 

 

My Time 
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But Jesus has a different kind of glory – Jesus told them verse 6: 

 

My time has not yet arrived… 

 

And of course we know that time in John’s Gospel is generally referring to the time of His 

glorification through His death, burial, and resurrection! 

 

And so He’s saying that my time to reveal my glory has not yet arrived: 

 

But your time is always at hand… 

 

In other words: 

 

His brothers are not yet believers – they are not yet living for Jesus and therefore the world cannot 

hate them because they look like the rest of the world – their time is always here because they are 

living for this world! 

 

But Jesus says that: The world will hate me because I testify to its evil! 

 

And so He says: 
 

You go up to the feast but I’m going to stay here in Galilee because my time has NOT yet 

fully come! 

 

But then notice what we read here in verse 10: 

 

After His brothers had gone up to the festival, then [Jesus] also went up, not openly but in 

secret  

 

See Jesus knew that His destiny (His time; His hour) was to be brutally butchered and murder on 

a Roman cross for the forgiveness of sins – but He also knew that He had work to do that led Him to 

the cross! 
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And so Jesus’ brothers were trying to bring about His public death & glory in the wrong kind of way 

– and at the wrong kind of time! 

 

Jesus had a time and a purpose of giving His life as a ransom for many – and He was NOT going 

to allow these men to take that timing into their own hands! 

 

Salvation would be purchased in the Father’s time and in the Father’s way! 

 

And that’s the reason we have Jesus NOT wanting to go up with His 

brothers but later going up to the festival in verse 10! 

 

Because Jesus will go up in His own time and in His own way according to the Father’s plan… 

 

And if fact there is a strong manuscript tradition that has the word yet there in verse 8 – So that 

Jesus is saying I am not yet going up to the feast – you go up, because I am going up later! 

 

And of course, all of this leads us to the first and most obvious conclusion of why the world hates 

Jesus! 

 

Because: 

 

Jesus testifies to the world’s sin! 

 

Reason #2 

The second lesson I want to draw briefly is that the world hates Jesus secondly now because: 

 

The world prejudges or misjudges who Jesus is! 

 

We see Jesus bringing home this point in verse 24 – Jesus says: 

 

Stop judging according to outward appearances; but rather judge with righteous judgment  

 

The verb here means to judge with conclusive evidence – evidence found in a court of law! 
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So the reason these people are confused about Jesus – the reason they hate Jesus Christ is because 

they are pre-judging, or mis-judging Jesus based upon: 

 

Inconclusive evidence! 

 

Based upon the popular opinions of the day! 

 

They are allowing the culture to dictate who Jesus is! 

 

And as a result: 

 

They don’t know Who He is – or what He’s come to do! 

 

Questions 

I mean even in this chapter alone – as craig was reading out the verses did you notice all of the 

questions surrounding Jesus Christ!?!? 

 

I mean some of the questions are just physical questions – like where is that man in verse 11… 

 

Others are more theological: how is this man so learned in verse 15… 

 

He’s never trained at a bible college and so where did this man learn His training?  

 

In verse 20 they’re asking Him a question about the accusation of trying to kill Him! 

 

In verse 25 they’re asking each other: Isn’t this the man they’re trying to kill? 

 

In verse 26 they’re trying to ask a political question: what’s the Pharisees position on Jesus as the 

Messiah; have they concluded that He’s the Christ? 

 

In verse 31 there are Messianic questions: When the Christ comes will He do more miraculous 

signs than this man has done? 

 

Verse 35 question: Where does He intend to go that we cannot find Him? 
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Verse 36: What did He mean when He said ‘You will look for me, but will not find me? 

 

And then later they ask: is He suicidal… is that what He means?!?! 

 

Verse 41: Surely the Messiah doesn’t come from Galilee, does He? 

 

Verse 42: Doesn’t the Scripture say that the Messiah comes from David’s offspring? 

 

Verse 45 question: why didn’t you bring Him? 

 

Verse 47 questions: Are you fooled as well? 

 

Verse 48: Have any of the rulers or Pharisees believed in Him? 

 

Questions! Questions! Questions! 

 

I mean I’m not good at maths but there are over a dozen questions in chapter 7 alone! 

 

Accusations  

And so you have all of these questions & queries surrounding the Person of Jesus – and this 

misjudging attitude but then you have all of the accusations that come swirling around the Person 

and Work of Jesus! 

 

Which of course are closely related to the questions but come from a more hostile angle: 

 

• So in verses 12 & 47 Jesus is accused of deceiving the people! 

 

• In chapter 7 verse 20 He’s referred to as demon possessed! 

 

• In chapter 8 & chapter 10 He’s referred to as demonic! 

 

• In John’s Gospel alone He’s accused of blasphemy 6 different times! 
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• And then on 3 separate occasions He’s accused of breaking the sabbath! 

 

• He’s sometimes called a Galilean, sometimes a Nazarene! 

 

• He’s sometimes referred to bad – other times as good! 

 

• He’s accused of having an illegitimate birth in John chapter 8! 

 

• He’s called a sinner 3 different times in this Gospel! 

 

• He’s accused of insanity in Chapter 10 verse 20! 

 

• He’s an apostate in chapter 8! 

 

• A criminal in chapter 18! 

 

• A dangerous political threat in chapter 19 verse 12! 

 
• A pretend and usurping King! 

 

The lies surrounding Jesus were expansive! 

 

They were expansive and insane! 

 

And it’s exactly the kind of opinions we find swirling around Jesus Christ today! 

 

People are confused about who Jesus is! 

 

People are hostile about who Jesus is! 

 

And people are so quick to misjudge Jesus and assume things about His followers that are NOT 

true! 
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Application #2 

I mean we saw this several weeks ago didn’t we – on the Sunrise interview with David Kosh! 

 

Koshie was directly hostile to a man of faith who simply professed to believe the Bible – and the 

questions he posed were loaded questions designed to prejudge and mislabel Christians who 

believe the Bible: 

 

And so the questions were essentially: 

 

What is it about homosexuals that you hate so much! 

 

That was the essence of the question! 

 

We know that you hate homosexuals because you’re a Christian, so why do you choose to hate them 

the way that you do! 

 

This is the kind of prejudicial nonsense that you will receive simply because you are a Christian! 

 

Because it’s the way they misjudged Jesus! 

 

Jesus’ Response 

And so I want you to notice how Jesus handles the Jewish religious leaders of the day – notice how 

He handles the trolls that came out to attack Him! 

 

Notice that Jesus goes directly to the Word and the authority of the Word to silence His accusers! 

 

And people are amazed by this – people cannot believe the level of teaching that Jesus has – a level 

of teaching that is greater than the level of teaching that came from the Pharisees – verse 15: 

 

How is this man so learned? 

 

Where does He get this incredible insight?!?! 
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What is this profound teaching of the law that He gives to us! 

 

So people are amazed at the knowledge of Jesus and they start to ask where this teaching is coming 

from! 

 

And that’s probably cause back in Jesus’ day as Rabbi’s would teach in the public courts – they 

would often recite the teachings of a famous Rabbi or teacher! 

 

So they would say things like: 

 

According to Rabbi Craig, or according to Rabbi Han, or according to Rabbi Andy, this is 

what the Word of God says! 

 

And this would make it easier for the people listening to determine: 

 

1. The validity of the teaching! 

 

2. And the claims the Rabbis make! 

 

So that the people who were listening could affirm whether or not their Rabbi was teaching 

according to the Law of God! 

 

But Jesus doesn’t do that – He doesn’t go to a teacher of the Law – or to a teacher of the Day – 

because Jesus has connections to a greater authority than man – verse 16: 

 

My teaching is not my own but comes from the one who sent me. And If anyone wants to do 

His will, then he must recognise that my teaching comes from God Himself… 

 

In other words – as Jesus addresses the Jewish religious leaders of the day He calls out their 

hypocrisy – He says: 

 

If you knew the Father who sent me then you would know the Son… but He says your 

inability to recognize my teaching as coming from God fundamentally reveals the condition 

of your human hearts! 
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Their blindness to recognise the words of Jesus’ teaching reveals that their works were evil, and that 

they are far from God! 

 

So the fact that they don’t recognise Jesus’ teaching comes from the fact that they don’t know the 

God of heaven! 

 

And mind you Jesus is saying this to the big-dogs of His day – the Jewish religious leaders! 

 

The ones who were supposed to know the will of God the Father! 

 

The Law of Moses 

And so He’s calling them out as hypocrites of the law which is why he goes to Moses – verse 19: 

 

Didn’t Moses give you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why then are you trying to kill 

me? 

 

In other words: 

 

You who love the law and are trying to keep the law – why do you violate the law by 

breaking the law! 

 

Because the last time I checked the 6th commandment (you shall not murder) which is the 

Law that Moses gave you is still in effect! 

 

So why would you claim to love the law and to keep the law – when you violate the law by trying 

to break the law! 

 

Doesn’t make any sense! 

 

If you are going to claim Moses as your teacher…if you are going to claim that you are following in 

the teachings of Moses – then you should probably start by following the teachings of Moses and 

don’t try to kill me! 
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He says: 

 

I performed one work on the Sabbath, and you are all amazed… 

 

But (verse 22): 

 

You will circumcise a man on the Sabbath. 23 And so if a man receives circumcision 

on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses won’t be broken, why are you angry at me 

because I made a man entirely well on the Sabbath? 

 

So Jesus uses the traditional Rabbinical argument from the lesser to the greater – and He’s 

reasoning is like this: 

 

If the law allows for you to circumcise an eight-day-old infant on the Sabbath so that the 

Law of Moses won’t be broken… 

 

Let’s say he was born on a Friday and then 8 days later it’s the Sabbath day, and his circumcision 

falls on the Day of Sabbath – you Jews are going to make an exception for his parents to perform a 

work on the Sabbath Day!!! 

 

And so if you are going to allow the importance of circumcision to override the significance 

of the Sabbath: 

 

Why can’t you do the same for me!?!? 

 

Why then if a boy can be made ritually well on the Sabbath – why do you judge me for making a 

man entirely well on the Sabbath! 

 

If in circumcision, you heal a boy’s male member – what do you make of the fact that I made a man 

entirely well by healing his entire body?!?! 

And so if you make an exception for an 8-day old infant on the Sabbath – why can’t you make an 

exception for me – Jesus says I’ll tell you why – verse 24: 

 

Because you are judging by outward appearance! 
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You have made a judgment about me without first knowing who I am – what I’m about – and what 

I’ve come to do! 

 

Application #2.5 

And one of the first things we need to recognise as Christians is that: 

 

The same way they misjudged and labelled Jesus – is the same way they will misjudge and label 

you! 

 

And the world is NOT going to play by the rules! 

 

They will misjudge you – they will malign your character – and they will take your words out of 

context! 

 

As one pastor has rightly said: 

 

The adversaries of the world know how to fight against Christians. And not only that, but 

because this is a battle between good and evil, and you are fighting for the good, the other 

side gets to cheat, they get to lie, they get to scam, and you don’t get to. Because as 

Christians you have to fight fair; you have to fight clean, and you have 

to fight honourably… 

 

So that’s the second thing we see there in this text: 

 

The world is going to hate Jesus because the world prejudges Jesus and fights in a way that 

is dirty! 

 

And it’s the same kind of treatment they will give to you simply because you align with Christ! 

 

Reason #3 

And then third and finally we see – that the world hates Jesus because: 

 

It does NOT know the Father! 
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Verse 28 – John says: 

 

As He was teaching in the temple, Jesus cried out, “You know me and you know where I am 

from. Yet I have not come on my own, but the one who sent me is true. And you don’t know 

Him; I know Him because I am from Him, and He sent me… 

 

And then in verse 30: 

 

Then they tried to seize Him… 

 

So clearly the main emphasis of this section is about Jesus coming from the Father and the fact 

that these Jewish do NOT know the Father! 

 

Now it’s a little but tricky to see here (unless you’re actually looking for it in the text) – but here 

in verse 25 we are actually introduced to a new set of people… 

 

• So for instance back in verses 1-9 we were introduced to Jesus’ younger brothers whom John 

describes as not believing in Jesus – that’s verse 5… 

 

• And then in verses 11-24 we were introduced to the Jews of Jerusalem – and I think that’s 

probably shorthand for the Jewish religious leaders, those who wanted to persecute & kill 

Jesus… 

 

• And then we have the crowds of Jesus – those who have travelled in to Jerusalem for the 

Jewish festival of Booths – and these guys are probably mixed in with Jesus’ brothers and the 

religious leaders, and those who had followed Jesus back in John chapter 6; the large crowd 

who followed Jesus for daily physical bread! 

 

• But then here in verse 25 we are actually introduced to a new set of Jewish people: whom 

John refers to as some of the people of Jerusalem… 
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So, I take that to be the locals of the place; the residents; the citizens of the city; those who have 

NOT chosen to travel to Jerusalem because they already live in Jerusalem! 

 

And these people (says John) are just utterly confused about who Jesus is – verse 25: 

 

Some of the people of Jerusalem were saying, “Isn’t this the man they are trying to 

kill? 26 Yet, look, He’s speaking publicly and they’re saying nothing to Him. Can it be true 

that the authorities know He is the Messiah? 27 But we know where this man is from. When 

the Messiah comes, nobody will know where He is from… 

 

And then Jesus corrects them and says: 

 

Actually, you don’t know where I’m from – you think you know but you have no idea! 

 

J.C Ryle says: 

 

It’s a notorious thing that pedigrees, genealogies, and family histories were most carefully 

kept by the Jews and yet none of them knew where Jesus was from… 

 

He says: 

 

Their Jewish ignorance is without excuse! 

 

He says they have no excuse to NOT know that Jesus is the Messiah – but see John tells us the 

reason: 

 

It’s because they don’t the Father – and because they don’t know the father they don’t 

recognise the Son! 

 

1st John 2:23: 

 

Everyone who denies the Son denies the Father, but He who confesses the Son has the 

Father! 
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And so Jesus says in verse 29: 

 

But I know the Father, I know the Father because I come from the Father, and I am sent by 

the Father! 

And when Jesus says that He is sent by the Father – He is speaking about 3 things in particular: 

 

1. IN JOHN’S GOSPEL TO BE SENT BY THE FATHER MEANS THAT JESUS IS 

ETERNAL! 

 

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God! 

 

Jesus is co-existent – co-eternal – and co-equal with the Father – very God of very God – 

Begotten NOT made! 

 

So this is a claim to Jesus’ divinity! 

 

2. SECOND – TO BE SENT BY THE FATHER MEANS THAT JESUS IS PROTECTED! 

 

That when the temple priest had tried to arrest Him in verse 32 He was an untouchable Messiah 

because His hour had NOT yet arrived! 

 

Jesus had a plan to go to the cross and it was in no way possible for human beings to disrupt that 

sovereign plan! 

 

3. TO BE SENT BY THE FATHER MEANS THAT JESUS HAS A MISSION! 

Jesus came to seek and to save the lost! 

His mission was to win for Himself a bride from every nation, tongue, and tribe… 

And so, in all 3 instances of Jesus being sent by the Father – we see this unparalleled courage for 

Jesus to speak boldly and without fear! 

 

Even though the Jews are trying to kill Him – Even though His brothers do not believe in Him – 

Even though the crowds are asking about Him! 
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Jesus knows His mission! 

And it means that Jesus can be a faithful witness to the Father in a way that He knows that His 

ultimately destiny is untouchable until His hour comes! 

Wrapping Up 

And this is the third and final corollary that I want us to see here in this passage – that: 

 

This is a chapter full of increasing hostility toward Jesus! 

 

And Jesus’ promise to His earliest disciples is that if anyone hates you it’s because they first hated 

me! 

 

And that’s simply in line with the consequences of following Jesus! 

 

And you understand that the great temptation that these earliest followers faced is the same 

temptation that you & I face when we loved praise from man rather than praise from God! 

 

And so I ask you are you aware of this intense hostility – or are you such an undercover follower 

that you have never experienced the hostility & persecution of following Jesus!?!? 

 

Are you so undercover for Jesus at your work that you can’t even be associated with a Church like 

Grace… 

 

Friends’ Jesus’ earliest followers were martyred for their faith – Jesus’ closest friends were 

butchered for their faith! 
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And we shouldn’t except better treatment! 

 

We shouldn’t except better reception from the world! 

 

People still come 

But at the same time I don’t want you to think that just because there is an increased hostility then 

that means that no-one is going to be saved – or no-one is going to come! 

 

Because just like we read in verse 31: 

Many of the people still believed in Jesus… 

 

So I don’t want you to think for a second that just because there is confusion about Jesus – or 

intense hostility toward Jesus: 

 

Then that means people will NOT still come to know Jesus… 

 

People will still come – and the Spirit will still work – and God will still save – but that requires us 

to have: 

 

1. Bold hearts! 

2. Courageous lives! 

3. And a faithful witness for Jesus! 

 

And I think that one of the best things that could happen for the Church in the 21 century here in the 

West is for this increased hostility to come to His people! 

 

Because where there is intense persecution in the church – God’s people rise up – and the gospel 

spreads – and hearts are conquered for the fame of God’s name! 
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Conclusion 

I was reminded this week of a story I heard many years ago (we’ll finish with this) – it’s a story 

about the 40 martyrs of Sebaste! 

 

Now Sebaste was an ancient town in Ancient Palestine – during the time of Nero’s persecution… 

 

Emperor Nero had established a group of fighting men that came to be known as the Emperor’s 

wrestlers. And they had been selected from all of the empire as the finest, strongest, and most 

courageous men in all the land! 

 

Over against everything else they were to serve the emperor as the symbol of Roman power and 

pride! And as such a kind of creed was composed for them to recite when they were on duty – the 

creed went like this: 

 

We the Emperors wrestlers, wrestle for thee O Emperor, to win for thee the victory and from 

thee the victor’s crown! 

 

And so it was the task of these men to accompany the Emperor on his various travels to appear at 

events of State. And occasionally they would be put into use as a kind of high-level security to 

dispatch and squelch any up-risings in the empire or against Nero himself! 

 

On one such occasion when the Emperor’s wrestlers were sent to deal with a skirmish in a local 

province, some of them were exposed to the message of the Gospel, and miraculously a number of 

them were soundly converted to faith in Jesus Christ! 

 

Well when word of this reached the ears of Nero he was enraged! 

 

He hated Christianity and all it stod for! 

 

And so with anger and hostility he demanded these men renounce their new allegiance to Christ 

and their new found profession. If they were to refuse, then by Nero’s own decree they were to be 

put to death immediately, by the hands of their leader a man by the name of Aspasian… 
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So Aspasian assembled his men and read the imperial decree, including its threat of death… he then 

asked the men: 

 

How many of you refuse to renounce your devotion to this Christ; this King; this Messiah?!?! 

 

But to Aspasian’s dismay 40 of his men stepped forward… and realizing the implications of this he 

ordered these men to be stripped down naked and banished to a nearby lake that had frozen over 

with ice, and there in the bitter winter of the night all 40 of these men would freeze to death having 

been left to the elements… 

 

But a few minutes later something happen to change the heart of Aspasian… as he and the others 

were keeping themselves warm by a near-by fire they heard a familiar chant coming from the 

direction of the frozen lake… 

 

Only this time the chant had a noticeable change: 

 

40 wrestlers wrestling for Thee O Christ, to win for Thee the victory and from Thee the 

victor’s crown! 

 

They had switched out the name of the emperor for the name of Christ and began to sing a new song! 

 

Over and over the banished wrestlers recited their newly devised creed, and yet as time passed on it 

became evident to Aspasian that their chant was becoming more and more faint as the elements 

began to take their deathly toll! 

 

It was during this time that Aspasian was startled by the sound of near-by rustling in the bushes 

where one of his men returned back from the frozen lake and renounced their profession of faith 

in Christ! 

 

Suddenly Aspasian then heard the sound of a new chant: 

 

39 wrestlers wrestling for Thee O Christ, to win for Thee the victory and from Thee the 

victor’s crown! 
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39 wrestlers wrestling for Thee O Christ! 

 

Aspasian’s Salvation  

And it was right there at that very moment, that Aspasian was so profoundly moved by the loyalty of 

these men to Christ, that he stood to his feet, stripped off his clothes, ran to the middle of the lake 

and cried at the top of his voice: 

 

40 wrestlers wrestling for Thee O Christ, to win for Thee the victory and from Thee the victor’s 

crown! 

 

40 wrestlers wrestling for Thee O Christ! 

 

Conclusion 

You see it’s in the midst of some of the most intense persecution that some of the greatest men of 

faith have come to Jesus Christ for eternal life! 

 

And so things may get very hard friends – we may experience some of the worst persecution we 

have personally experienced in our Christian lives – but the promise of John 7 – the promise of Jesus 

Christ – the promise of the gospel is that: 

 

Provided we are being faithful to the Father – our witness to Christ can win souls for Jesus! 

 

And so: 

 

Being faithful to the Father in heaven may require intense persecution from the world… 

 

But Jesus has told us – in John 16:33: 

 

Take courage, be of good cheer, because I have overcome the world! 
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John 7:1-36 

Discussion Questions 

 
[John 7:1-36] 

 

Main Point: Being faithful to the Father requires/produces intense hostility from the 

world. 

 

Q1. As we enter into John 7, what do you think John is showing us in this chapter? – 

In what ways does Jesus reveal Himself as the Messiah in this passage? 

 

Q2. Why do you think there was so much confusion about who Jesus is in Jesus’ own 

day? – Why is there so much confusion about Him today? 

 

Q3. [Read verses 1-9]. Why do Jesus’ half-brothers want Him to go back to 

Jerusalem? – What did Jesus mean when He said “my hour has not yet arrived?” [See 

verses 6 & 8]. 

 

Q4. [Read verse 7]. What is the first reason the world hates Jesus? – What does it 

mean that Jesus testifies to the world’s sin? [See John 3:19-21]. – What is the 

correlation between how Jesus testified to the world, and how we as Christians should 

be testifying to the world? [See Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 17:16-34; Acts 26:1-32; 

Acts 28:30-31]. – What should be the content of our testimony? [See 1 Corinthians 

1:23]. 

 

Q5. [Read verses 10-24]. What is the second reason the world hates Jesus? [See 

verses 24 in particular]. – How does Jesus deal with the accusations of His day? [See 
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verses 14; 16-17]. – How then should we deal with those who are hostile and angry 

with our view of the culture/worldly issues? 

 

Q6. [Read verses 25-36]. What is the main question that the Jewish people are asking 

here? – What does Jesus say to them in verses 28-29? – Why were people slow to 

believe in Jesus at this stage of His ministry? 
 

Q7. What does it look like to stand up for Jesus wisely, winsomely, & boldly? – Who 

in your life are you trying to testify to at the moment? – How can we pray for them? 


