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John 8:1-11 

Grace that safely leads us home 
 

Introduction 

One of the things we need to be looking out for when we’re reading John’s Gospel is, a reality he 

spoke about at the beginning of his book in John chapter 1 verse 14 – where John writes: 

 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the 

only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth  

 

Now I think John has given us these words NOT merely as an encouragement for the early church – 

but as an interpretive guide into unlocking the mysteries of his gospel! 

 

This verse is the key (or one of the keys) I think to understanding much of Jesus’ interaction 

between Himself and the people found in John’s gospel! 

 

And so one of the things we need to be asking ourselves each and every week as we come to a text 

in John’s Gospel is: 

 

How does this reveal God’s grace? 

How does it reveal His truth? 

And how does it reveal His glory? 

 

What are the things that Jesus is doing in this Gospel that display for us His innumerable grace to 

underserved sinners! 

 

And as you begin unpack stories like the one found here in our text – you soon begin to see that: 

 

It really is full of grace! 

 

And one of things we’re gonna see here this morning is that often God will use our sin to bring us to 

Himself – in order that He would forgive, pardon, and cleanse us to sin no more! 
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Grace is NOT just the means God uses to save wretched sinners – but grace is the means by which 

those sinners are redeemed, justified, sanctified, and ultimately glorified! 

 

As the Old Hymn would have it: 

 

The grace that saves a wretch like me is a grace that leads us home! 

 

Main Point 

And so the main point that I want us to see as we come to our text here in John 8 is that: 

 

The Grace of God teaches us to renounce all manner of ungodliness because in Christ Jesus grace 

has set us free! 

 

Another way we could say this: 

 

God’s grace is the means by which sinners are saved, sanctified, and secured unto the veryend! 

 

John 8 

So please following along as we read from John chapter 8 – beginning at verse 1 – John writes this: 

 

But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn He went to the temple again, and all the 

people were coming to Him. He sat down and began to teach them. 3 Then the scribes and the 

Pharisees brought a woman caught in adultery, making her stand in the centre. 4 “Teacher,” 

they said to Him, “this woman was caught in the act of committing adultery. 5 In the law 

Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?” 6 They asked this to trap 

Him, in order that they might have evidence to accuse Him. Jesus stooped down and started 

writing on the ground with His finger. 
7 When they persisted in questioning Him, He stood up and said to them, “The one without 

sin among you should be the first to throw a stone at her.”8 Then He stooped down again and 

continued writing on the ground. 9 When they heard this, they left one by one, starting with 

the older men. Only He was left, with the woman in the centre. 
10 When Jesus stood up, He said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned 

you?” 11 “No one, Lord,” she answered. “Neither do I condemn you,” said Jesus. “Go, and 

from now on do not sin anymore… 
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Opening Gambit 

If the Pharisees had failed to arrest Jesus back at the end of John chapter 7 – then here is their 

second attempt at redemption! 

 

The text begins with Jesus getting up early and going into the temple! 

 

This was so He could go and teach the people regarding the Scriptures & specifically the Law of 

Moses! 

 

And it just so happened that while He was there teaching upon the Law – the Pharisees saw an 

excellent opportunity to test Him! 

 

Verse 3: 

 

Then the scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman caught in adultery and making her 

stand in the center they said to Him, “Teacher this woman was caught in the act of 

committing adultery…and in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do 

you say?... 

 

So everything appears to be going well for these men: 

 

• The woman is dragged into the centre! 

 

• She is then relegated to the judgment of the Rabbi! 

 

• And the Pharisees even help in quoting Moses! 

 
Now they were probably thinking of a number of different texts – but most famously Leviticus 

chapter 20 verse 10: 

 

If a man commits adultery with a married woman—both the adulterer and the adulteress must be 

put to death… 
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And then in Deuteronomy 17 we also read: 

 

The one condemned to die is to be executed on the testimony of two or three witnesses. No one is 

to be executed on the testimony of a single witness. 7 And the witnesses’ hands are to be the first 

in putting him to death, and then after that, the hands of all the people. For you must purge the 

evil from among you… 

 

So this was how the penalty for adultery was supposed to work back in the Old Testament – the 

crime was established on the testimony of 2 or 3 witnesses; the couple was then taken to the city 

gates; they were put on trial; and if they were found guilty; the ones who were accusing them 

were to cast the first stone! 

 

And the bible is clear that the point of all this was: 

 

To purge the evil from among them! 

 

This was so God’s holiness was on display – and the people could see His holiness in temporal 

terms – in earthly ways! 

 

Unbelieving Objections 

Now if you’ve ever done any kind of witnessing in the public square – then you know that these are 

the exact verses people will go to in order to undermine the Christian worldview…and to get 

Christians to admit some really silly things about God, Christ, sin, and the bible – and they will say 

things like: 

 

I could never serve a God who would put someone to death for adultery, or I could never 

serve a God who would order the death penalty for a rebellious son or rebellious daughter 

and on they go… 

 

 And Christians will often capitulate to that way and say things like: 

 

Well, you know I don’t really know what God was doing with that, maybe God wasn’t so 

loving back then, or maybe God has changed His mind – or maybe things are just different 

now we’re living under the New Covenant – who knows! 
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Or maybe they’re just confused about how to handle such texts… 

 

But see rather than assuming that God somehow got it wrong – or that God somehow didn’t know 

what He was doing: 

 

Christians first must assume that all of God’s Word is true – all of it is good – and all of it is given 

by inspiration from: 

 

The same God! 

 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever! 

 

And so rather than just assuming that God somehow got it wrong – we first need to consider: 

 

What these death penalties are first trying to communicate! 

 

I love the way that one pastor has put it in his book on marriage – he says: 

 

When you’re driving down the road and you see some really bright flashing lights, and 

yellow tape, and cop-cars with paramedics surround a scene – we don’t normally tend to 

assume that someone in that place is severely overreacting! 

 

We don’t tend to assume that they’re just severely freaking out and have gone way over the 

top when it comes to warning other people! 

 

Because typically we assume that something grotesque has occurred there, something 

outrageous has happened in such a way, that the people in authority are trying to warn us 

NOT to go anywhere near that space! 

 

Christians should think that way about the death penalty – Christians should think that way about 

the Law! 

 

Rather than just assuming that God is overeating – Christians should first ask: 
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What is it that God is trying to protect? 

 

What is it that God is trying to honour? 

 

What is it that God considers so toxic to the family unit that the best thing would be to put these 

people to death… 

 

What kind of a covenant is so precious to God that it takes the death of an adulterous couple to 

satisfy it!?! 

 

In other words: 

 

Whose standard are we applying? 

 

If we apply the standard of modern man – Oh I don’t know some 60 Million babies have been 

slaughtered in the womb by abortion! 

 

Incarceration rates have sky-rocketed! 

 

Suicide rates have arisen! 

 

Divorce and remarriage have become the norm in our day! 

 

This is what happens when we forsake God’s law and God commands! 

 

And so I’ll take God’s law every day of the week! 

 

And Christians need to consider those kinds of statistics and those kinds of questions before they 

answer people in the public square! 

 

Because that’s what the death penalty was trying to accomplish – that’s what God was trying to 

protect in His law: 
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God wanted to protect His family unit by purging the evil from among them! 

 

Roman Law 

However, back in Jesus’ day there was a problem! 

 

Because under Roman Law – the Jews were not allowed to exercise this specific punishment! 

 

Under Roman Law: 

 

They were NOT allowed to execute adulterers or blasphemers in the public square! 

 

Remember the crowd in John 18 standing before Pilate in Jesus’ own trial – and Pilate says to the 

Jews: 

 

You take Him and you judge Him according to your own law… 

 

But the Jews answered ‘it is not legal for us to put anyone to death…’ 

 

And so even they themselves had recognised the oppression they felt by the Romans – and 

sometimes they even had the gall to rise up and express that disdain! 

 

Now we also know that sometimes the Jews got so upset by this – that they sometimes took the 

matters of the Law into their own hands and stoned people anyway! 

 

We think of Stephen in Acts chapter 7 – remember Stephen was preaching Christ to the Jewish 

synagogue and at the end of his sermon they accuse him of blasphemy and so they all take up stones 

and kill him! 

 

And so there were times where these vigilante mobs arose in Israel! 

 

But they were always on the fringes – they were always the minority of Jesus’ day! 

 

The Dilemma  

And so going back to John chapter 8 – we see the dilemma that the Jews are trying to accomplish: 
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If He says yes to taking up stones then He is breaking Roman law and the Jew will have something 

to report back to Caesar: 

 

They will have Him tried and killed as an insurrectionist against the State! 

 

But if He says no do not stone her, then He’s breaking God’s Law and they can pin Him right there! 

 

Jesus on trial 

And so really when you start to think about in this way it becomes clear that the woman is NOT the 

one who is on trial! 

 

Jesus is being tested! 

 

Jesus is being tried! 

 

Jesus is on the stand! 

 

And in fact this is what John tells us in verse 6: 

 

This they asked to trap Him, in order that they might have evidence to accuse Him… 

 

2 Evils 

And so really there are two great evils being demonstrated in this passage by John: 

 

First: 

 

They are using this woman as mere collateral damage to get what they want! 

 

Regardless of the fact of whether or not she is guilty – the point to be made is that these Jews were 

using this woman as a mere test subject to get to Jesus when she was a dignified human soul! 

 

She is made in God’s image – and these men are simply thrusting her into the crowd in order to 

test Him! 
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So that’s the first thing! 

 

They don’t care about justice – they don’t care about honour – they don’t care about God’s Law! 

 

They’re only interested in trying to trap Jesus! 

 

Testing the LORD 

Second – Deuteronomy 6:16 says: 

 

You shall not put the LORD your God to the test… 

 

And so they are not only disrespecting the woman and her dignity before the people – but they’re 

actually testing God in the flesh and trying to put Him on trial! 

 

Jesus’ Response 

And so against the backdrop of this evil – we see the Solomonic wisdom of Jesus in verse 6: 

 

Jesus stooped down and started writing on the ground with His finger. And when they 

persisted in questioning Him, He stood up and said to them, “The one without sin among you 

should be the first to throw a stone at her.” Then He stooped down a second time and 

continued writing on the ground… 

 

 

Numbers 5 

Now I wish I could tell you what He was writing on the ground – there’s been a lot of speculation 

about this: 

 

Some think Jesus was writing out the 7th commandment: you shall not commit adultery… 

 

Others assume that He’s writing out a passage in Jeremiah 17: 

 

All those who abandon The LORD of Israel will be put to shame, and their names will be written 

in the dirt, for they have abandoned the LORD, the fountain of living water… 
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And that certainly seems to fit very nicely with last week’s passage in John 7! 

 

Others assume He’s possibly writing out Exodus 23:1: 

 

You shall not join hands with a malicious man to be a witness or follow a crowd in 

wrongdoing… Do not testify in a lawsuit and go along with a crowd to pervert justice… 

 

Numbers 5 

And then even still a lot of people go back to Numbers chapter 5 where Moses commands a 

ceremony for establishing the guilt of a party caught in adultery; and the ceremony actually 

involves writing in the dirt of the temple floor…which is what Jesus does 

 

And so, I think the point to be made here is that ultimately, we don’t really know what Jesus wrote! 

 

Jesus is God 

We don’t know what He wrote on the ground – but I think it has something to do with the book of 

Exodus and Moses in the giving of the law! 

 

You remember Moses in Exodus 31 comes down from Sanai holding the tablets of stone – and the 

bible actually tells us that Moses received the Law by the very finger of God!  

 

And so I think John is pointing us to Jesus writing in the dirt to show us the divine nature of Christ 

and His authority to NOT just administer the Law but to judge men according to the Law! 

 

And the same God who wrote the Law with the divine finger of God will NOT be backed into a 

corner by the very Law that He wrote! 

 

He will NOT be put into a box! 

 

He will NOT be tested or tried! 

 

Verse 7 

And so in verse 7 Jesus stands up and says His accusers: 



 11 

 

The one without sin among you should be the first to throw a stone at this woman…  

 

Now many people have suggested that Jesus was somehow calling for a sinless perfectionism… 

 

That if you’ve ever sinned before in your life then you have no right to throw stones –we’re all 

ultimately guilty before a just & holy God! 

 

I don’t think that’s what He’s saying here! 

 

Because otherwise no justice in the Old Testament Law would have been given – because all Jews 

recognised their own sin and hypocrisy! 

 

Judge NOT 

Nor do I believe that Jesus was saying something like He does in Mathew 7 verse 1: 

 

Judge NOT lest you be judged…for the same judgment you use upon others will be the same 

judgement used against you! 

 

In other words: 

 

Don’t be a hypocrite when judging people according to the Law! 

 

Now that’s true but I don’t think that’s what He’s doing here! 

 

I don’t think these Pharisees were guilty of the sin they were accusing this woman of! 

 

At least we don’t think that they were! 

 

So I don’t think that’s what Jesus is doing here either! 

 

Honouring the Law 

Rather what I think He is doing is: 
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Following the Law to the T! 

 

He was following the Law to the very T! 

 

Because one of the requirements of the Law is that you cannot put anyone to death without 2 or 3 

witnesses – you needed the testimony of 2 or 3 witnesses to verify the claims! 

 

And you also needed NOT just the woman but the man who committed adultery – these men only 

have one! 

 

Like where is the man in this?!?! 

 

Where is the one she’s allegedly committed adultery with?!?! 

 

And so Jesus in verse 7 basically stands up and says: 

 

Whichever one of you are willing to be tried… whichever one is willing to be cross-examined 

according to the Law come and step up to the plate! 

 

Come and be tried before the crowd to see if this woman is guilty! 

 

And it’s a brilliant plan – because Jesus knows that: 

 

• They don’t have the man whose committed adultery! 

• They don’t have a witnesses willing to be tried! 

• And they don’t have any legal grounds to stone her! 

And so I think they all thought about it for a few moments and said: 

 

This isn’t gonna work! 

 

And so beginning with the oldest to the youngest (verse 9) they began to walk away 

 



 13 

There’s something about age friends which recognises wisdom when they begin to see it – there’s 

something about age who should be able to pick their battles well and recognise defeat when they 

see it! 

 

These men begin to see the Solomon wisdom of Christ and beginning with the oldest to the 

youngest they begin to walk… 

 

Because Jesus (according to the Law) had shown their hypocrisy and foiled their evil hearts… 

 

Verse 10 

And so in verse 10 we read those most famous and incredible words of Jesus: 

 

Woman where are your accusers? Has no one condemned you… 

 

Jesus uses the Law, to show grace to the woman, to condemn her accusers, and pardon her guilt! 

 

Jesus doesn’t oppose the Law – He upholds the Law and uses the Law to show Grace to her! 

 

And remember this is what Yahweh does for Moses in Exodus chapter 34 – after giving Moses the 

Law and establishing the Law on stone: 

 

The LORD came down in a cloud and said to Moses: The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful 

and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, keeping steadfast love for 

thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the 

guilty… 

 

There’s this Law-Grace tension that Jesus holds perfectly! 

 

Jesus holds the Law & Grace with perfect unity in every element of His life! 

 

And so, what are we to make of these marvellous words given by Jesus – and how do we 

understand the nature of grace & the nature of repentance in light of John chapter 8? 

Application 
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Well let me just finish briefly with 2 quick application points for us to consider from this account – 

let us consider: 

 

1. The nature of grace! 

 

2. The nature of repentance! 

 

Grace 

First what does this tell us about the nature of Grace – well I think the first thing we see here is 

that: 

 

 Jesus never recoils from sinful people 

 

Even in places like here in John 8 or in John chapter 4: 

 

Jesus never recoils from sinful wicked people 

 

Even when it was socially inappropriate to be associating with an adulterous woman at a well – or: 

 

• A pharisee in John 3! 

• An invalid in John 5! 

• A boy born blind in chapter 9! 

 

Jesus never recoils from those on the fringes of society… 

 

Jesus wasn’t afraid of being judged by the Jews – He wasn’t afraid of getting His hands dirty – He 

wasn’t afraid of being associated with evil! 

 

And He was often accused of being a drunkard and a glutton – as a result of it! 

 

Grace #2 

The second thing about the nature of grace is that: 
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Grace needs no preparation!  

 

The gospel is NOT that we must clean ourselves up and make ourselves better in order for Jesus to 

come and save us – rather the gospel says that: you aren’t a good person – and you cannot clean 

yourself up! 

 

That’s the whole point of the gospel is that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners! 

 

Sinners who need salvation NOT sinners who need to clean themselves up! 

 

C.H Spurgeon said it like this: 

 

The gate of God’s mercy has been opened for all, and over the door it is written: ‘Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners!’ And between that word ‘save’ and the next word 

‘sinner’ there is no qualification. It does not say penitent sinner; or awakened sinner; or 

sensible sinner; or grieving sinner; it just says sinner…and all that He asks is that you come 

with your sin… 

 

This is the nature of grace friends! 

 

Romans chapter 5 verse 6: 

 

For while we were still weak, at the right time, Christ died for the ungodly… 

 

He didn’t die for the righteous – He didn’t die for those who can clean themselves up! 

 

And the good news is that if you are a sinner here this morning – then you are qualified to come to 

Jesus! 

 

The same God who punishes the guilty justifies the ungodly! 

 

No Limits  

The other thing this teaches us about grace is that: 
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Grace has no limits! 

 

There is no bottom of the well – there is no dried-up river – when it comes to the limits of God’s 

grace! 

 

Grace comes to the worst of sinners! 

 

That’s why this scene is so striking for us – that’s why the Pharisees could not comprehend what 

Jesus was doing! 

 

Because it’s not a story of a little boy who stole a piece of clothing from a local thrift store – this is 

a story of a woman caught in the heinous act of adultery! 

 

And even in that sin there is grace for her! 

 

In fact what this ultimately demonstrates is that it is completely incontestable that Jesus’ saving 

grace is anything other than a free gift of grace completely independent of gender, race, 

nationality, or merit! 

 

And completely independent of your past or your present! 

 

Listen she has not repented – she has not believed – she has not done anything other than bringing 

her sin to Jesus! 

 

Friends what is the sin you have committed that stops you from coming to the Lord Jesus Christ 

today – the answer is: 

 

There is no sin greater than the cross of Christ! 

 

Where sin abounded grace abounds all the more! 

 

Grace has no limits! 

 

Grace has no bounds! 
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Grace has no qualifications! 

 

Grace needs no preparation! 

 

And then lastly: 

 

Grace empowers us! 

 

It allows us to say yes for Christ and no to sin! 

 

Grace does NOT simply save us unto Christ but grace keeps us in the love and power of Christ! 

 

Titus chapter 2 verse 11 says: 

 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 

present age… 

 

You used to be 

Grace does not give us a license to continue in our sin – but grace gives us the freedom to cast off 

our sin and to live in gratitude for the glory of God! 

 

And Paul tells us that we need to remember what we used to be like before Grace appeared!!! 

 

He says: 

 

• You used to be ungodly! 

• You used to be wicked! 

• You used to walk in the way of worldly passions! 

 

Christian don’t forget that! 
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• Your life was void of God! 

• You didn’t worship God! 

• You didn’t thank God! 

• You didn’t consider Him! 

• Or revere Him! 

• Or give credit to Him! 

 

But now because grace has appeared everything in your life has been changed! 

 

And the first change we empathically experience is a change that goes from loving sin to loving 

God! 

 

Paul says: You have new affections because you have ultimately experienced the grace of God! 

 

And the central theme in this text is that not only is grace and obedience closely related – but that 

grace is the only means by which we can obey! 

 

Repentance 

And that’s the second thing I want us to see here – grace saves us and calls us to NOT just rest in 

Christ but to work for Jesus – and to put to death the nature of our sin! 

 

This is the nature of repentance! 

 

Now J.C Ryle the famous theologian once said this: 

 

There are 5 great marks of true and biblical repentance… he says: 

All true repentance begins with: 

 

1. Knowledge of sin. 

2. sorrow of sin.  

3. confession of sin. 

4. hatred of sin. 

5. And the breaking of sin. 
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I do not decide which comes first—whether repentance comes before faith, or faith before 

repentance. But I am bold to say that these two are never found alone. Just as you cannot have the 

sun without light, ice without cold, fire without heat, or water without moisture—you will never find 

faith without true repentance…the two must always go together… 

 

Whenever we taste the grace and mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ that will lead our hearts to faith 

and repentance in the Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

Repentance is a change of mind – leading to a change of action – away from sin and to the Lord and 

to obedience! 

 

The basis of Jesus’ command in verse 11: 

 

To go and sin no more… 

 

Is found in the words: 

 

Neither do I condemn you! 

 

Neither do I condemn you is the fuel to go and sin no more! 

 

Grace leads to gratitude! 

Doctrine leads to devotion! 

Salvation leads to sanctification! 

The gospel leads to holiness! 

 

We live for righteousness because we’ve been made righteous and declared righteous by the 

blood of the Lamb! 

 

And that declaration is for life! 

Conclusion 

So let me finish here today with this: 
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I’m 32 years old (I’ll be 33 next year) – and at 33 I thought I’d be further along than I am… 

 

I thought I’d be free-er than I am! 

 

I thought I’d be done with some of the sins I’ve always struggled with… 

 

I thought I’d be more confident! 

 

I thought I would have learned to trust God by now… 

 

But here’s the point: 

 

Grace is for the Journey…  

 

And far too many of us think that: 

 

We begin the Christian life by grace – but we finish the Christian life by works… 

 

The whole point of the gospel is that the gospel is NOT just the ABC’S of Christianity but the A-Z 

of Christianity… 

 

The whole point of the gospel is that when God saves a sinner – He will raise him up on the last day! 

 

He will hold Him fast! 

 

This is what caused the hymn writer John Newton to pen those most famous words of amazing 

grace: 

 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost, but now I'm found 

Was blind but now I see 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
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I have already come 

This grace that brought me safe thus far 

Is grace that leads me home… 

 

Grace does not leave us to walk the Christian life by ourselves! 

 

But grace empowers us – it fuels us – and it drives us to live in light of the glorious reality that Jesus 

Christ has died for us so go and sin no more! 

 

Let’s pray. 
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John 8:1-11 

Discussion Questions 

 
[Read John 8:1-11] 

 

Main Point: The Grace of God teaches us to renounce all manner of ungodliness 

because in Christ Jesus grace has set us free! 

 

This passage has been the centre of much debate in the early and modern churches. 

The debate stems mainly from deciding if this passage fits within the scope and theme 

of John’s gospel. Below are several resources you may like to have a look at. 

 

Arguments against this passage being in Scripture: 

 

- https://thirdmill.org/answers/answer.asp?file=40591 

 

- https://christcovenant.org/sermons/the-messiah-and-the-

manuscripts/?fbclid=IwAR0_5uAcd_ji4AYej62icCX5IHkz32CePYvUFiq1hOa

Porf2wtcYNl4xreM 

 

- https://davidschrock.com/2022/06/10/go-and-preach-no-more-six-contextual-

problems-with-john-753-

811/?fbclid=IwAR1Hwlwc5JextkV33dnuWPDesM1twj3XxvqqeWausW_d3O6

Mf_Oeo0Vtb8w 

 

Arguments for this passage being in Scripture: 
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- https://purelypresbyterian.com/2016/12/01/defense-of-the-pericope-

adulterae/?fbclid=IwAR2ppXxJr5c2Cly26DZgIbMYrm4BO4br2Y-

dE9zwlsMea-pQ2ZKeSWJgbQU 

 

- https://confessionalbibliology.com/2016/03/29/response-to-james-white-on-

augustine-and-the-pericope-

adulterae/?fbclid=IwAR1O0iv8cRlDW3OiczCmanoJ0Y7cQwvlkSqYR5Mo2E

NNAnA5407UoHnhMck 

 
- https://www.thetextofthegospels.com/2016/12/early-latin-evidence-for-john-

753-811.html 

 

Q1. How have you personally understood this passage in light of the rest of Scripture? 

– Do you think it belongs in the bible; why or why not? – In what ways is the story 

consistent with the rest of John’s Gospel? – Are there any ways it’s inconsistent? 

 

Q2. [Read Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 17:2-7; 22:22]. What is the legal case the 

Jews are bringing to Jesus here? – Do you think these men were really concerned with 

justice? [read verse 6]. If an unbeliever were to bring these Old Testament verses to 

you as a way to discredit God, the bible, or Jesus, how do you think you would 

respond? 

 

Q3. If an unbeliever asks you, “Why can’t God just forgive sins? Why did Jesus have 

to die on the cross?” What do you think your answer would be? – What if an 

unbeliever says that Jesus is simply sweeping her sin under the rug, what would you 

say? 

 

Q4. [Read verse 6b]. What do you think Jesus was writing in the dirt? [Cf. Exodus 

23:1; Jeremiah 17:13; Numbers 5:11-17]. – Do you think these verses give us some 
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insight to the text, why or why not? – [Read Exodus 31:18; 34:1; 28]. What 

relevance do these verses have to John 8? 

 

Q5. What does Jesus mean in verse 7 by “He who is without sin should cast the first 

stone?” – Explain your answer. 

 

Q6. [Read verses 10-11]. Why does a true understanding of God’s grace never lead to 

licentious living? – Can we emphasize His grace too much? 

 

Q7. Have you ever felt shame and disgrace over your sin? – How is this passage a 

message of hope concerning those feelings? What do these verses ultimately teach us 

about: 

 

1. The nature of God’s grace? 

2. The nature of our repentance? 

 

 
 

 

 


