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John 8:12-30 

I Am the Light of the World 
 

Introduction 

In our previous studies of John’s Gospel, we have noted several ways Jesus has been described by 

John in this gospel: 

 

We’ve seen Jesus described as the Word of God who was in the beginning with the Father! 

 

Jesus is the temple of God who comes to bring new and living worship! 

 

Jesus is the love of God; being lifted up upon a pole in the wilderness! 

 

Jesus is the fountain of God; who has come to give true & living water to those who are thirsty! 

 

He is the bread of God; who has come down to nourish those who are hungry! 

 

Jesus is the water of God; who has come to satisfy those who are weary! 

 

Jesus is the grace of God; that does not condemn those who are guilty! 

 

And this morning we come to Jesus as: 

 

The light of God! 

 

The light who has come to illuminate those who are weary; and to liberate those walking in 

darkness and the sin of unbelief and ignorance! 

 

Light 

Now when we tend to think about the concept of light and the language of Photons – we generally 

think of them in terms of static! 

 

For us Light is something that is either present or absent! 
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It is either on or off! 

 

It is either dark or light or something in between! 

 

Rarely do we ever think of light as something that moves!  

 

But to be honest nothing could be further from the truth! 

 

The Speed of Light 

To give you an example from Science – science defines light as: 

 

Luminous energy… radiant power… electromagnetic convulsion…1 

 

And in its most simplest terms therefore light is something that is always moving! 

 

It is always moving! 

 

Light we are told moves at a speed of around 300,000 Kms per second! 

 

18 Million Kms per minute! 

 

Or 1.08 Billion Kms per hour! 

 

It is anything but static! 

 

It is anything but fixed! 

 

Anything but motionless! 

 

Many have said that light is a wave – and when it hits the human eye it illuminates everything it 

touches! 

 
1 https://www.techtarget.com/whatis/definition/radiant-energy 



 3 

 

All colours depend on the concept of light! 

 

All food depends on the concept of light! 

 

All plants, animals, creatures, and organisms depend on the concept of light! 

 

In fact God created the world through Light! 

 

Where there is light there is life! 

 

The Light of Christ 

And when you begin to think about light in the concept of Jesus – you begin to see the direct 

application that Scripture will make: 

 

Jesus is the great spiritual illuminator of the soul! 

 

He is the One to whom ultimate authority and power has been given! 

 

He is the source of all living things! 

 

And when the spiritual light of the gospel hits the soul of a dead and lifeless sinner: 

 

Everything in that realm is illuminated! 

 

Everything in that realm is alive! 

 

Everything is made visible! 

 

And so as we begin to consider this second, I AM statement in the Gospel of John (remember there 

are 7 I am statements in John) – this is the 2nd I AM I just want us to simply consider what it means 

for: 

 

Jesus to be the light! 
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Because pretty much everything that comes after this statement here in verse 12 is a symbolic 

unpacking of that one reality! 

 

Pretty much everything that comes after this claim we are going to see unpacked throughout the 

rest of John chapter 8 – John chapter 9 & John chapter 10 – in fact this is the centre of this second 

major section found in John’s Gospel: 

 

And so as you can see this really is an important moment in Jesus’ ministry! 

 

Main Point 

And so that’s sort of the overall structure but the main point that we’re going to see from our passage 

is this: 

 

The light of life has come into the world, and the darkness of sin is being defeated! 

 

Recap 

Now for the last several weeks we’ve been looking at the gospel of John – and in particular we’ve 

been looking at the festival section found in chapters 7, 8, & 9 – and this is where Jesus is visiting 

lots of festivals and doing lots of interesting things when it comes to His ministry! 

 

And in particular in chapters 7, 8, & 9 Jesus is visiting the festival of shelters! 

 

Festival of Booths 

This was one of the three required feasts that every Jew living within 20 miles of Jerusalem was 

required to travel home for! 

 

The Jews you may know had 7 annual feasts that they celebrated throughout the year – but only 3 of 

those feasts were required to be Pilgrimage Feasts – and they were: 

 

1. The Festival of Passover! 

2. The festival of Weeks! (Pentecost) 

3. And the festival of shelters! 
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And so it’s at this feast – the festival of shelters that the Jews are really celebrating 2 important 

things! 

 

On the one hand: 

 

1. A water-libation ceremony! 

 

Where the Priest would pour-out sacrificial water upon the alter as a reminder of God’s covenant 

faithfulness to Israel! 

 

That He had provided water in the desert to dry & thirsty pilgrims who did NOT deserve God’s 

covenant faithfulness because He is a God of grace! 

 

4 Lights 

2. But the second and perhaps more important was the Temple-lighting ceremony! 

 

Where every single night people in Jerusalem would come during this feast to the Courtyard of 

Women to watch these four giant candelabras being lit in the temple treasury: 

 

Now as you can see these lights were said to be around 86 feet in length (almost 30 metres tall) – 

and they took around 64 litres of oil to ignite them! 

 

They were bigger than the tallest walls in Jerusalem! 

 

They were brighter than the brightest lights in the city! 

 

And history has relayed that it took 4 young men pretty much the entire day just to fill them: 

 

History has also relayed that after the sun went down: 

 

There was NOT a courtyard in Jerusalem that was NOT lit up by the light emanating from 

these 4 lamps! 

 

One commentator says: 



 6 

 

Men of piety and good works used to dance before them with burning torches in their hands, 

singing Psalms, Hymns, and spiritual praises…and countless Levites played on harps, lyres, 

cymbals, & trumpets! 

 

In fact, if you saw this ceremony at the location of Herod’s temple witnesses say that: 

 

You would never in a lifetime forget it! 

 

It was a celebration of festival harvest & joy! 

 

2 great truths 

And so it was at this feast where Jesus decides to stand up on the last and greatest day of the 

festival and proclaims Himself as the true and living water of the temple – He says: 

 

If anyone is thirsty let Him come to me and drink… and the one who believes in me as the 

Scriptures have promised will have streams of living water flow from within him! 

But if we assume (as many scholars do) that the woman caught in adultery was a later scribal 

addition NOT intended to be in the original Gospel of John – then that would make Jesus’ words in 

John 7 (I am the living water) directly connected to I am the light of the world! 

 

And in fact John does tell us in verse 12: 

 

That Jesus spoke to them again! 

 

So that: 

 

When Jesus gets up on the last and greatest day of the feast and proclaims Himself as the true and 

living water – He also gets up at the very same feast – in the very same way to proclaim Himself 

as: 

 

The Light of the world! 
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The very same God who provided the water in the wilderness is the very same God who provided 

light in the darkness! 

 

These lights symbolised the Pillar of Fire which led Israel during the wilderness wanderings, and it 

spoke of God’s covenant protection that He would be with them until the end of time! 

 

And so as the Israelite people would follow the pillar of fire to guide them by way – Jesus would be 

the pillar of faith to guide His people in every part of this world! 

 

And that’s why Jesus in the second half of verse 12 gets up and says: 

 

Anyone who follows after me will never walk in the darkness… 

 

Jesus was calling Himself the fulfillment of the Pillar of Fire by being: 

 

God’s illuminating presence – He was the embodiment of salvation for His covenant people! 

 

Outline 

And so what I want to do for the remainder of our time is simply look at 4 major themes that come 

to us as a result of: 

 

Jesus as the light! 

Darkness 

4 things that we’re going to see from our passage here in John 8 that Jesus is the light – and so if 

you’re taking notes the first thing to see is this: 

 

Because Jesus Christ is the light of the world: 

 

 

The entire fallen race lies in the realm of spiritual darkness! 

 

We see this in verse 13: 
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So the Pharisees said to Him, “You are testifying about yourself. Your testimony is not valid. 

“Even if I testify about myself,” Jesus replied, “My testimony is true, because I know where I 

came from and where I’m going. But you don’t know where I come from or where I’m going. 

You judge by human standards. I judge no one. And if I do judge, my judgment is true, 

because it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. Even in your law it is 

written that the testimony of two witnesses is true. I am the one who testifies about myself, 

and the Father who sent me testifies about me… 

 

Then they asked Him, “Where is your Father?” “You know neither me nor my Father,” 

Jesus answered. “If you knew me, you would also know my Father… 

 

Darkness Depicted 

So, it looks like Jesus is at least in part speaking to the people upset at Him we saw back in John 

chapter 7 – where the Jews were being challenged by Jesus in their presuppositions regarding the 

Sabbath! 

 

And so here in John 8 they are trying to have a second shot at Him by going directly back to the 

Law of Moses – but this time regarding: 

 

Legal requirements in a court of law! 

 

Remember from Deuteronomy chapter 19 stipulated that: 

 

A single witness was not sufficient to bring any charge against any person… But a crime 

must be established on the testimony of two or three witnesses… 

 

Now what’s interesting to note is that both the Pharisees and Jesus seemed to agree on this part of 

the Law! 

 

Both seemed to agree about the importance of having a 2nd or 3rd witnesses in a court of Law – their 

disagreement came as a result of who Jesus was claiming as His second witness! 

 

Jesus was claiming that His second witness was: 
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God the Father! 

 

That’s where the Pharisees didn’t seem to agree with Him! 

 

They didn’t think that He had a valid testimony regarding His identity as the Light of the world! 

 

And so John makes it clear that the reason why these Jews did NOT agree was NOT insufficient 

evidence but because these Jews were living in spiritual darkness! 

 

That’s part of what Jesus means there in verse 19: 

 

You know neither me nor my Father…for if you knew me, you would also know my Father! 

 

The implication is that to know God the Father is to accept the testimony of God the Son! 

 

Because God is the Son is the very expression of God the Father – Hebrews 1:3! 

 

Perpetual Darkness 

And so the clear implication is that apart from the saving grace of God – apart from the saving 

knowledge of the gospel – all humanity lies in a Spiritual state of ongoing blindness & unbelief! 

 

And that unbelief is being expressed primarily here through the ignorance of these Jewish leaders! 

 

Light in John 

Now what’s interesting to note here is that if we go back and did a quick study on the concept of 

light & darkness in the writings of John – what we would discover is that Light is often used in 2 

distinct ways – sometimes John will refer to this concept of light as: 

 

1. The light of truth as opposed to the darkness of error  

 

This is what John means in part when he writes in 1 John 1:5: 

 

This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in 

Him there is no darkness… 
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So, the message and the truth of the Christian worldview is received and predicated upon the 

reality of God’s divine nature! 

 

That in Him there is no falsehood or error! 

 

Because He is LIGHT! 

 

Moral Purity 

The second way John uses this metaphor for light is to speak of: 

 

2. The light of moral purity as opposed to the darkness of sin  

 

This is what John means when he writes in 1 John 1:7: 

 

But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin! 

 

And that’s the way I think John is using the term here in John chapter 8: 

 

That outside of Jesus the entire fallen world and every person in it lives in a state of perpetual 

darkness and unbelief by rejecting the Christian worldview! 

And that every person in that state – lacks the wisdom of moral purity found in Jesus Christ! 

 

Psalm 82 verse 5 explains that the ignorant: 

 

Have neither knowledge nor understanding, for they walk about in darkness! 

 

The Prophet Micah chapter 3 verse 6 prophesized of the time when the prophets would cease giving 

prophecy – and describing that time as: 

 

Night without vision  

 

Ecclesiastes 9:3: 
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The hearts of the sons of men are full of evil, and insanity is in their hearts… 

 

Friends do you realize that every time we sin we commit insanity against the nature of a holy God! 

 

And I’ve said this many times before that: 

 

Sin is irrational and causes us to do irrational things! 

 

Like how else do you account for Adam and Eve trying to hide from an all knowing, all seeing, 

ever present God?!?! 

 

That’s irrational! 

 

Ananias and Saphira lying to the Holy Spirit – the Spirit who knows all things and sees all things!!! 

 

That’s irrational – that’s stupid – sin is dumb! 

 

Remember Aaron (the brother of Moses) in Exodus 32 when he fashions a golden calf using the 

jewellery of the Israelites they plundered from the Egyptians – and remember the text literally says 

that: 

 

Aaron received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a 

golden calf… 

 

So Aaron makes a golden calf with his own hands! 

 

And yet when Moses comes down from the Mountain and sees the people worshipping – he breaks 

the tablet of stone walks right up to Aaron and says: 

 

What in the world is going on – What are you doing! What did this people do to you that you 

have brought such a great sin upon them! 

 

And do you remember the response Aaron gives to Moses – Aaron says to Moses: 
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Let not the anger of my lord burn hot. You know the people, that they are set on 

evil. 23 For they said to me, ‘Make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man 

who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ 24 So I 

said to them, ‘Let any who have gold take it off.’ So they gave it to me, I threw it into the fire, 

and out came a calf! 

 

Really Aaron?!?! 

 

You threw it into the fire and out came a calf! 

 

Even though the text says: you fashioned the idol with your own hands! 

 

See sin is dumb! 

 

It’s irrational! 

 

And it makes you do some really stupid things! 

 

And say some really dumb stuff! 

 

And so the first point that I wants us to see here is that: 

 

Outside of Christ being the light: 

 

The entire human race lives in perpetual state of sin, error, and darkness! 

 

There is no hope of salvation outside of Jesus Christ! 

 

He is God 

But here’s the second thing that I want us to see: 

 

Because Jesus Christ is the light means fundamentally that: 
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He is the source of absolute truth and moral purity  

 

Another way we could say that: 

 

Jesus was making Himself equal to God! 

 

We see this in verse 21: 

 

Then He said to them again, “I’m going away; you will look for me, and you will die in your 

sin. Where I’m going, you cannot come.” 

 
22 So the Jews said again, “He won’t kill Himself, will He, since He says, ‘Where I’m going, 

you cannot come’?” 23 “You are from below,” He told them, “I am from above. You are of 

this world; I am not of this world. 24 Therefore I told you that you will die in your sins. For if 

you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”  

 

25 “Who are you?” they questioned. “Exactly what I’ve been telling you from the very 

beginning,” Jesus told them. 26 “I have many things to say and to judge about you, but the 

one who sent me is true, and what I have heard from Him—these things I tell the world.” 

 
27 But they did not know He was speaking to them about the Father. 

 

Jesus is equal  

So, I think the clear implication of these verses is that Jesus was making Himself equal with God! 

 

And He does that in 2 distinct ways: 

 

1. He says to them I AM the light of the world…(that’s claim number 1) 

 

But then He says to them: 

 

2. For unless you believe that I AM… you will die in your sins! 

 

Now He did this remember back in John chapter 5 of this Gospel where Jesus had told them: 
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I and the Father are one, and whatever the Son can do, the Father likewise does… 

 

So Jesus back in John 5 was claiming the very same prerogatives as God the Father – to not 

just be able work on the sabbath Day but to uphold creation by the word of His power! 

 

Something that only God was able to do! 

 

And so there is a clear distinction being made here between the Father and the Son – in that to 

honour the Son is NOT to honour some separate deity, but to honour the Son IS to honour the 

Father because there is perfect unity between Father and Son! 

 

Ego Eimi 

And so here in John chapter 8 we see Jesus reaffirming His commitment to be God in the flesh by 

saying to them – verse 24: 

 

For unless you believe that I AM you will die in your sins… 

 

Now some of the modern translations might add the word He after I AM – but in the original the 

word He is NOT in there! 

 

It’s simply I AM! 

 

And that’s an important claim that goes all the way back to the book of Exodus chapter 3 where 

Moses is speaking to God in the burning bush! 

 

And of course the imagery of a bush burning with fire is what: 

 

Well Fire is a kind of light isn’t it! 

 

And so even back then God was revealing Himself as The Light! 

 

And remember they didn’t have modern lighting back in these days; the only lights they had was the 

light of the sun during the day – and the light of fire by night! 
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Which is exactly how Yahweh is described as a Pillar of Fire by Night –Exodus 13:21: 

 

Then the LORD God (Yahweh) went before them by day in a pillar of cloud, and by night in a 

pillar of fire! 

 

And so Moses speaks to this burning bush and he says to Him: 

 

If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to 

you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to them?” And God said to 

Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM (Ego-

Eimi) has sent me to you.’ 

 

It’s the exact same phrase Jesus is using here in John 8 to speak of His divine essence! 

 

Something only God can say! 

 

Light 

And what makes this claim so remarkable is that all throughout the the Old Testament God and God 

alone is said to be the source of light for His covenant people! 

 

Psalm 27 verse 1: 

 

Yahweh is my light and my salvation! 

 

Isaiah 60 verse 19: 

 

Yahweh will be your everlasting light and glory, the sun shall be no more, and the moon will 

withdraw itself from your presence; for the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your 

days of mourning shall be no more! 

 

Honour the Son 

And so when Jesus stands in the court of women and proclaims Himself to be the Light of the World 

He was in actuality saying that: 
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Unless you believe that I am God – unless you believe that I am salvation – and unless you honour 

the Son in the very same way you honour the Father, then you will likewise die in your sins! 

 

That unless you treat Jesus as the great I AM of Exodus chapter 3 – then you do not understand who 

God is! 

 

And therefore you are worshipping a false God because you are denying an essential aspect of His 

divine nature! 

 

This is why we are NOT Arians – or Mormons – or Jehovah’s Witness: 

 

Or any other cult that denies the Deity of Jesus! 

 

Athanasian Creed 

Because Scripture makes plain that God is triune – He is eternal – and He has revealed Himself in 3 

distinct Persons; and if you do NOT honour those 3 distinct Persons as the One God of 

Scripture: 

 

You will die in your sins because you DO NOT HAVE the light of life! 

 

Here’s how the Athanasian creed has defined the Trinity – it says: 

 

Now this is the universal faith (the faith that is believed by all Christians; in all places; at all 

times): That we worship one God in trinity and trinity in unity, neither blending their persons, nor 

dividing their essence. For the person of the Father is a distinct person, the person of the Son is 

another, and that of the Holy Spirit, still another. But the divinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

is one, their glory equal, their majesty coeternal. 

 

In essence what the ancient creeds are affirming is that: 

 

There is only One true and living God, who has revealed Himself in 3 distinct Persons – The Father, 

The Son, and the Holy Spirit – 

all 3 persons are co-equal, Co-eternal, and Co- existent yet there is only One God! 
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And Jesus was claiming to be the second Person of that One God! 

 

And so because Jesus is the light of the world means: 

 

He is the source of absolute truth and moral purity by claiming that He was saying I AM God 

in the flesh! 

 

Only way to life 

Third – because Jesus is the light that means: 

 

 

His light shines brightest when He is lifted up on the cross  

 

This is what we see Jesus saying here in verse 28: 

 

So Jesus said to them, “when you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, 

and that I do nothing on my own. But just as the Father taught me, I say these things… 

 

Double Meaning 

Now in the Gospel of John every time Jesus speaks of being lifted up there is always a double 

meaning being used: 

 

1. To be lifted up in John’s Gospel is on the one hand a very crude expression to refer to the 

Crucifixion of the cross! 

 

Jesus was literally lifted up on a cross and crucified for sinners! 

 

But! on the other hand 

 

2. To be lifted up in John’s Gospel means to be lifted up in Glory – in exaltation! 

 

That is: 
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To be exalted and lifted to the place of highest honour! 

 

So that: 

 

At the very moment Jesus is lifted up to be crucified for sin, is the very moment these men will 

know that everything He says to them is proven to be true! 

 

His death vindicates His message  

 

The Great Irony 

And of course the great irony of this – is that: 

 

The very moment Jesus is crucified on a cross is the very moment where darkness had seemed to 

prevail – the very moment where Satan seemed to have won – and sin seemed pervasive: 

was the very moment where the darkness was defeated!!! 

 

You ever thought about that?!?! 

 

The day that Jesus Christ was crucified for sinners was the worst day in the history of the world – 

but the greatest day in the history of the world! 

 

Because it was there on that day when God’s face shone the brightest in glory & grace & truth – 

where God decided to put His holiness on display! 

 

Hope in the Darkness 

And let’s not forget what the Gospel writers report to us concerning the crucifixion – that: 

 

At the hour of noon darkness had come the face of the entire earth! 

 

And so the land of Jerusalem was quite literally dark for 3 arduous hours when Jesus died! 

 

It was literally in darkness! 

 

Darkness had covered the face of the entire land! 
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But then after that the curtain is torn in 2 and Jesus is taken down from the cross – and when He’s 

resurrected 3 days later there is a great light that pierces the tomb! 

 

 And what all of that goes to demonstrate is that: 

 

Even in our darkest moments, where sin seems to prevail most, there is still hope in the darkness!  

 

Steven Chapman2 

Some of you may remember the story several years ago of the family of the famous Christian singer 

Steven Curtis Chapman – who quite literally experienced what can only be described as a dark & 

hellish-nightmare of an event… 

 

On May 21st 2008 Steven’s Son Will was coming home from work one day and he accidentally ran 

over his 5 year old sister (Maria) in the driveway… 

 

She died in the car on the way to the hospital! 

And the story goes that many months had passed, and Steven Chapman was doing a radio 

interview, where the host was asking him a bunch of questions regarding this event! 

 

And Chapman said that he remembers quickly pulling out of the driveway to take his daughter to 

the hospital and he remembers seeing his son Will crippled over in the front yard in grief over 

what he had done to his little sister! 

 

And he said that he remembered yelling something to his son but he couldn't remember what it 

was… 

 

Well apparently, one of the children listening to this program had remembered what it was that 

their father had said to the son… 

 

And they said that, as he was pulling out of the driveway to take his daughter into the arms of God 

Steven Chapman rolled down his window yelled: 

 
2 https://dobsonlibrary.com/resource/audio/65613d15-514d-4e39-a428-9c7bfd3fcdea 
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Will Franklin, your father loves you! Will Franklin your father loves you! Your father loves 

you! 

 

He was reminding his son of the light that he had even in the darkness! 

 

And of course that provides a picture for us here, doesn't it! 

 

That even in our darkest and deepest and most desperate moments of pain and suffering you're not 

alone! 

 

There is grace – there is hope – and there is forgiveness found at the cross! 

 

That you are not abandoned to the darkness; because it’s only against the backdrop of sin, evil, 

and depravity where the light of face of the glory of God can shine even brighter and greater! 

 

And that our suffering is never for nothing – because God is at work in the mess! 

 

And that’s what Jesus is saying here! 

 

That’s it’s only when He is crucified on a cross that His glory; His grace; and His light can be most 

fully put on display! 

 

The darkest day in the history of redemption was also the brightest day because Jesus is the light 

of the world! 

 

And His light shines brightest when He is lifted up on that cross! 

 

He is the only way 

Fourth and final thing I want us to see here today is this! 

 

That because Jesus Christ is the light of the world then that means: 
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He is the only way out of the darkness and into the light of life  

 

See if we go back to verse 12 again we see that Jesus personalises the message and He beckons 

those listening to His voice to come to the Light and have your sins forgiven – He says: 

 

I am the light of the world. And anyone who follows after me will never walk darkness but 

will have the light of life… 

 

That I AM is emphatic… it could just as easily be translated as: 

 

I and I alone – or I and no other! 

 

And what we find is that Jesus was exclusively calling Himself the Light! 

And here’s where we start to get in trouble with the modern world who hear this kind of exclusivity 

– because it’s okay for us to say that Jesus is: 

 

• A good moral teacher 

• Or that He was full of life 

• And love! 

• And happiness 

• And joy! 

 

But as soon as you get into the exclusivity of Jesus – as soon as you get the particulars of who 

God is: 

 

• That He is sovereign over life! 

• And He is sovereign over sin! 

• And He is predestining sinners! 

• And He is judging the world! 

 

 

Then all of a sudden people don’t like the message of the Bible! 
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People don’t like that Jesus is the only way to the Father! 

 

 

 

Our God showed up 

It’s kind of like when you’re talking to Muslims, or Jehovah’s witness, and they’re trying to say that: 

 

Christians and Muslims worship the same God! 

 

You ever hear that?!?! 

 

You believe in one God – I believe in one God; it’s the same God! 

 

And it’s kind of like this vague expression of the same God! 

 

But when you get into the particulars you begin to see they’re really NOT at all the same God! 

 

Mark Dever likes to say: 

 

It’s kind of like when you’re at a high school reunion and you’re talking to someone about this 3rd 

person who isn’t actually there and you’re going back and forth: 

 

Remember how he used to do this – remember how he used to do that – remember when he 

said this to the teacher – and remember on and on and on you go reminiscing about your 

friend! 

 

And then someone says: 

 

Oh you know what I think I have a photo of him right here, yeah here he is! 

 

And you look at the picture and you say: 

 

Yeah that’s NOT the guy! That’s not Fred – that’s NOT who I was thinking of at all! 
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He says that’s what it’s like when Muslims or Mormons talk about worshipping the same God – it’s 

okay if it’s just general, vague, realities: 

 

One God! 

 

But when you start to get specific – you start to get to the particulars then you realize they’re 

NOT the same God! 

 

And if someone ever says to you: 

 

Well how do you know they’re not the same God – How do you know that Muslims and Christians 

don’t worship the same God?!?! 

 

That’s really easy to answer: 

 

Cause our God showed up! He was present! We could see Him! And we beheld His glory – glory as 

of the only Son from the Father full of grace and truth! 

 

We don’t worship the same God – because Jesus is exclusively the light: 

 

There are no other lights outside of Jesus! 

 

That’s what Jesus says! 

 

John Calvin said: 

 

That outside of Christ there is not even a spark of true light… 

 

For Christ does not speak of it as what belongs to Him in common with others, but claims the light 

exclusively as His own… 

 

That’s a great line isn’t it! 

 

It’s kind of like what Paul says in Colossians chapter 2 – when he says that: 
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That in Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge found in this world! 

All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Jesus! 

 

The Gospel 

And so the reality of the situation is this friends: 

 

That until you come to the light – until you come to Christ – and until you come to Him exclusively 

as the only means for salvation – then you will remain in the outer & utter darkness of your sin! 

 

And if you were are to die outside of a saving relationship with Jesus then: 

 

You will die in your sins! 

 

Eternally and forever under the weight and wrath of a Holy God! 

 

But Jesus here is offering light – He is offering hope – salvation & joy that comes from knowing 

your sins are forgiven and your soul is made clean by faith! 

 

So that you no longer walk in the darkness of sin but in the light of life! 

 

True life – eternal life with God your Father… 

 

Friends this is the beauty of the Gospel!!! 

 

That although God does NOT need us – He redeems us! 

 

He chooses to create a world spilling over with His resplendent glory and grace! 

 

And then He invites us in to participate in the greatest enjoyment of fellowship and joy a human 

soul can ever know! 

 

And it’s starts with the light of the world piercing the darkness! 
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Ben Zornes 

Someone once said: 

 

Make no mistake, the Gospel of God burns brightest when it seems the Church is at her 

darkest. It is her hope and her sword. The Church is not a victim of her circumstance, she is 

fair and terrible as an army sent out to conquest. She laughs at danger. She fears no 

darkness. This is so because the Gospel is not only effective in saving us for eternity, but the 

Gospel will conquer in history as well… And so we are proclaiming a Gospel that Christ has 

bought this world with His most precious blood and call upon all people, everywhere to 

repent of their rebellion, and be welcomed into the City of the True Jerusalem. 

 

The city of eternal life! 

 

That’s the promise for us here this morning – to have your sins forgiven and to be welcomed home 

into the city of eternal life because: 

 

The light of life has come into the world, and the darkness of sin is being defeated! 

 

 

Let’s Pray. 
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John 8:12-30 

Discussion Questions 

 
[Read John 8:12-30] 

 

Main Point: The light of life has come into the world, and the darkness of sin is being 

defeated! 

 

Q1. [Read verse 12 & 20]. What makes the setting (the Feast of Booths) so important 

to this scene? – Why is it significant that Jesus said this while standing in the treasury? 

 

Q2. What does it mean that Jesus is the Light of the world? – How does this relate to 

the wilderness wanderings in Exodus 13:21? – What did Jesus say would be the result 

of following Him? – How does this verse relate to John 1:4-5? 

 

Q3. What was the reason the Pharisees didn’t accept Jesus’ testimony? [Read verse 

19] – What gives validity to Jesus’ testimony concerning Himself? [Read verse 18]. 

 

Q4. [Read verse 23]. What did it mean that Jesus was from above and they were from 

below? – Why was this such a shocking claim to make about the Pharisees? 

 

Q5. [Read verse 24]. What does it mean for Jesus to say the words I AM? – What does 

it mean to die in your sins? – How would you explain this verse to a non-Christian? – 

What implications does this have toward those who deny the Deity of Christ (JW’S, 

Mormons, Christadelphians, Arians etc.)?  

 

Q6. [Read Psalm 27:1; Isaiah 60:19-20; 1 John 1:5-7]. What does it mean that God 

is Light? – What was Jesus claiming in John 8:12? 
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Q7. [Read verse 28]. Explain verse 28? – What are the implications of this verse? – In 

what ways were you in darkness before Jesus saved you? – What changes have you 

seen in your life as a result of God’s grace? 

 

 
 

 
 


