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The Joy Of Ministry At GBC 
2 Corinthians 7:2-16  September 11, 2022 

 

 
 
When you read a book like 2 Corinthians – one question you have to ask is this: 
 

Why would anyone in their right mind ever go into pastoral ministry? 
 
• You have to give an account for how you shepherded a bunch of sheep who are 

often more than a little difficult. 
 
• You are regularly let down when sheep you love fall into sin. 
 
• You are confronted weekly by counselling situations you really do not want to deal 

with. 
 
• You are often the source of criticism from within and without. 
 
• You end your time in ministry alienated from some men and women who you once 

counted very close friends. 
 
• You certainly don’t put yourself through this for the money, the job perks or the 

fame. 
 
So, I ask again: 
 

Why would anyone in their right mind ever go into pastoral ministry? 
 
Because there are perks and privileges that make every single bit of struggle worth it. 
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Paul suffered much in serving the church – but don’t ever think Paul’s ministry was 
joyless, soulless and miserable. 
 
Nothing could be further from the truth. Paul suffered greatly and was overflowing with 
joy. 
 
We are working our way through the book of 2 Corinthians. 
 
Paul wrote this book because a group of men – self-styled super apostles – turned up 
in Corinth declaring they were the right ones to lead that church not Paul. 
 
They taught a false Jesus and a false gospel – so the stakes were enormous. 
 
2 Corinthians is Paul’s defence of his ministry and his pleas for the church in Corinth 
not to move from the true gospel. 
 
I have titled the series on this book – crucified leadership. And I want to sum up this 
book this way: 
 

 
 
A saint with character shaped through adversity is a saint God can use. 
 
A saint with character shaped through adversity is a saint God can use. 
 
In this book, Paul gives the Corinthians and us a long series of: 
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Marks of crucified leadership. 
 
Leadership in the church is not like leadership in the world. 
 
The head of the church is a crucified Saviour so the leaders of His church must exhibit 
crucified leadership. 
 
This morning we come to the ninth mark: 
 

 
 
Joy. 
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We often think joy is just a feeling of happiness when things go well. 
 
No. 
 
Jesus faced the cross for the joy set before Him. 
 
James says to consider it joy in the midst of trials. 
 
So, I want to define biblical joy like this: 
 

Joy flows from faithfully serving Christ and trusting in His goodness and 
providence regardless of the external circumstances. 

 
There is a deep and profound joy that is found in serving Christ – regardless of whether 
things are going well or not going well. 
 
On the surface – you would have to say things were not going that well for Paul. 
 
In chapter 6 – he had talked about his life. 
 

 
 
It is pretty depression reading: 
 

Afflictions, hardships, difficulties, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labours, 
sleepless nights, times of hunger, dishonour, slander, deceivers, unknown, 
dying, disciplined, grieving, poor and having nothing. 

 
The Corinthians might read this and think – great – all we are to Paul is a source of 
suffering and pain. 
 

Through good times and hard times: 
! 

through weapons of righteousness 
for the right hand and the left, 
through glory and dishonor, 
through slander and good report; 

! 
As despised yet victorious: 
! 

as deceivers, yet true; 
as unknown, yet recognized; 
as dying, yet see—we live; 
as being disciplined, yet not killed; 
as grieving, yet always rejoicing; 
as poor, yet enriching many; 
as having nothing, yet possessing 
everything.

By fruits of su"ering for the gospel: 
! 

by great endurance: 
! 

by a#ictions, by hardships, by 
di$culties, 
by beatings, by imprisonments, by 
riots, 
by labors, by sleepless nights, by 
times of hunger, 

! 
By fruits of the Spirit: 
! 

by purity, by knowledge, by patience, 
by kindness, 
by the Holy Spirit, by sincere love, 
by the word of truth, by the power of 
God;



 5 

Well, it is true, they did cause him suffering and pain – but Paul wants them to know 
that serving them was also a source of some of the most profound joy possible in this 
life. 
 
One mark of a true man of God is that amid the struggle of ministry – there is real joy. 
 
In today’s passage, Paul says this: 
 

 
 
Despite the trials, there is a deep and profound joy that flows from faithfully 
shepherding a local flock. 
 
Despite the trials, there is a deep and profound joy that flows from faithfully 
shepherding a local flock. 
 
Pastoring a church is one of the hardest jobs in this life – but the rewards and 
satisfaction are unmatched by any other profession. 
 
Paul knows this – and he wants the church in Corinth to know this. 
 
And I want you to know just what a privilege it is to have been blessed to pastor you 
for many years. 
 
There are a number of profound joys of shepherding a flock. First: 
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The joy of dying and living together in a local church 2-4 
 
Serving Christ is its own reward. 
 
But serving Christ together with other Christians is one of the great privileges in this 
life. 
 
When you become a Christian you commit to a local church, to the leaders and to the 
members and the leaders and members commit to you – for better or for worse. 
 
And like a marriage – there are some for better times and some for worse times – it is 
part of the deal. But in the good times and the tough times there is joy. 
 
Look with me at 2 Corinthians 7:2:  
 

Make room for us in your hearts. 
 
In chapter 6 verses 11-12 – Paul had said – I opened my heart to you – I did not 
withhold any affection from you – but you have withheld your affection from me. 
 
Paul then begged – open your heart. 
 
He returns to that thought here. 
 
It had to be hard for Paul to write this. 
 
He led those men and women to Christ. He loved them and poured himself into them 
– and now they say – we prefer the bright shiny super apostles. 
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It is like having a teenage child who you have loved and poured yourself into – but 
when they don’t like some restriction – they say – you know – I wish you weren’t my 
dad. 
 
Paul knows he can only shepherd them properly if they choose to open their hearts to 
him and accept his leadership. 
 
The relationship between pastor and sheep in a local church has to be one of mutual 
understanding, love and commitment. 
 
Don’t misunderstand, there are right reasons for closing your heart to a pastor. 
 
If they are ungodly, divisive, immoral. Basically, if they don’t meet the biblical 
qualifications. 
 
But, the reality is for many Christians the idea is – there are plenty of churches out 
there – it is a buyers’ market. If you want to be my pastor you have to meet my 
incredibly arbitrary list: 
 

You have to agree with me in all my theological and practical preferences like 
end times and music. 
 
You have to preach great, edifying, funny sermons at my preferred length. 
 
You have to invite me over a lot and have me as one of your best friends. 
 
You can never have days where you get upset or make poor choices. 
 
You can deal with sin in others but don’t call me out over my areas of weakness. 

 
If you don’t meet my list – I have no problem jumping on a bandwagon to get you out 
– and if there is no bandwagon – well adios – I am off to another church. 
 
Paul says – look – maybe I am not your cup of tea. Maybe you don’t like how black 
and white I am, that I call you to suffer, that I am a bit of an embarrassment to you. 
 
But you have no biblical reason to reject me. 
 

We have wronged no one, corrupted no one, taken advantage of no one. 
 
It is likely that the super apostles made these accusations against Paul to discredit 
him. If you can’t attack a man’s message, attack his character. 
 
Paul says – no – these are untrue – and you should know it. 
 
We have wronged no one. 
 
We have committed no injustice against anyone. 
 
Paul knows he has upset a lot of people – but he had not wronged them. 
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We corrupted no one. 
 
I did not lead anyone away from the truth and into impurity. 
 
We have taken advantage of no one. 
 
I did not use my position for personal gain at your expense. 
 
The irony is that Paul has made it clear these three sins were being committed by the 
super apostles. 
 
But, if Paul did any of these things – then they had a right to say – we don’t want you 
– we will keep our hearts closed to you. But he had not. 
 
Look brothers and sisters. 
 
When you commit to a church – you come under its leadership. 
 
Some of them won’t be your style. Some might rub you a bit the wrong way. Some 
might hold some peripheral teachings different to you. Some might not be as funny, 
articulate or outgoing as you might want. 
 
But the real question is this – are they men of integrity, who love the Lord, preach His 
truth and guide the sheep towards holiness? 
 
If so, then you need to realise that these leaders are gifts given by God to the church, 
to you, to help shepherd you, sanctify you and nurture you on the way to heaven. 
 
And these leaders will love you for better and for worse – yes – even when you don’t 
like their leadership. 
 
God gave us a flock and we will love that flock – for better or for worse. 
 
Verse 3: 
 

I don’t say this to condemn you, since I have already said that you are in our 
hearts, to die together and to live together. 

 
I love you so I won’t condemn you – I won’t reject you – because you preferred the 
super apostles, believed their false claims and closed your heart to me to me. 
 
How could I condemn you? You are in my heart – to die together and to live together. 
 
I committed to you – for better or for worse. A few rough times won’t change that. 
 
Paul knows that our Christian faith is not something we do alone. It is done in the 
fellowship of a local church. 
 
But notice the order – to die together and to live together. 
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You might expect Paul to say – we live together and then we die together. 
 
We live together. We see marriages, births, kids growing up, baptisms, more 
marriages. Times of great joy and times of great sadness. 
 
Then – we die together – we celebrate that those we love are now with Christ. 
 
While that is true – I think Paul has in mind something similar to what Jesus said in 
Mark 10:29–30:  
 

“Truly I tell you,” Jesus said, “there is no one who has left house or brothers or 
sisters or mother or father or children or fields for my sake and for the sake of 
the gospel, who will not receive a hundred times more, now at this time—
houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with 
persecutions—and eternal life in the age to come.  

 
We die together. 
 
Coming to Christ involves dying – dying to your old self. 
 
Your old ambitions die. Your old way of viewing the world dies. 
 
Your old relationships die. 
 
Your family and your friends wonder what happened. They think you are a fool. You 
lose some of them. A sword comes into your family. 
 
And note that Jesus said – all those losses come with persecutions. 
 
But you don’t die alone. 
 
Because as we – we live together. 
 
You inherit this new family to help you live in this world. 
 
You receive houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields. 
 
Their homes are your homes. Their fields your fields. 
 
If I had not become a Christian – I don’t know what my life would be like. 
 
I suspect I may well be divorced from wife number three. Probably have little 
relationship with my children. 
 
I be so preoccupied with work and money that I have few if any real friends. 
 
Hard to say. 
 
What I can tell you is this – I would not have what I have now. 
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I am blessed with the family I have – and the church family I have. 
 
In this church I have some incredibly deep friendships. Men and women I would die 
for and they would die for me. 
 
I have other friendships in this church that are real and significant. 
 
I am something of an uncle and a grandfather to many in the church. 
 
In this city I have some deep friendships with men in ministry. 
 
In other cities and around the world there are men and women I count as co-labourers 
for Christ. 
 
I am rich in every way that matters. 
 
When we come to Christ we die – there is a great cost – but then we live together with 
the church doing ministry. And Christ and His church are great gain. 
 
Paul’s point is this – he says I chose to put you in my heart – in death and in life – and 
you struggling to trust my leadership doesn’t change that. 
 
Many parents go through times of struggle and estrangement with their children. 
 
But they are always their kid. They never reject them – even when the child is saying 
– I hate you – I am out of here – you still love them. 
 
Paul is saying – I chose to commit to you – I knew it would be tough – but I am in it for 
life. 
 
That makes sense. But what comes next seems unexpected. 
 
Verse 4: 
 

I am very frank with you; I have great pride in you. I am filled with 
encouragement; I am overflowing with joy in all our afflictions.  

 
Really? 
 
This church has believed the super apostles, closed their heart and rejected Paul – 
but he still feels pride, encouragement and joy concerning them? 
 
This church allowed wolves into leadership. It divided into factions. It tolerated 
immorality. Members sued members. They had accepted false views of marriage, 
spiritual gifts, the resurrection and even Jesus. 
 
How can Paul say – I am proud of you – you are such an encouragement – I am 
overflowing with joy? 
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Some think Paul was being sarcastic? I don’t think so. 
 
When you read 1 and 2 Corinthians – you might think this church was nothing but a 
source of unending grief for Paul. 
 
Well, no doubt some in the church did cause a few sleepless nights, were responsible 
for some difficult conversations and some fatherly discipline. 
 
But, also very clearly there were many in that church who were a great source of 
fatherly pride and joy for Paul. 
 
Paul started 1 Corinthians with this in 1:4:  
 

I always thank my God for you because of the grace of God given to you in 
Christ Jesus. 

 
I always thank God for you – why? – because of the grace of God. 
 
Paul knows that as well as some difficult sheep – every church has some sheep that 
are a source of real joy. 
 
Ideally, we would all like to pastor a local church that only had believing, regenerate 
members – who are all striving for holiness and seeking first Christ’s kingdom. 
 
Paul understands there is no local church like that. 
 
Sitting in the pews of every church is a whole spectrum of maturity and sanctification. 
 

 
 
You have some Mature Saints. 
 
Thank You Jesus! 

MATURE 
SAINTS

MATURITY AND SANCTIFICATION
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They are the leaders, the servers, the givers. They have their struggles – but their 
marriage is good – they don’t bring a huge amount of grief and they labour tirelessly. 
 
They fill the rosters and the giving boxes. 
 
But, don’t think these mature saints are done with sin. Oh no. The most mature saint 
is in a lifelong battle with sin and they still lose more battles than they should and they 
hate that. 
 

 
 
And there are those who are Struggling But Growing. 
 
They have struggles. They lose battles – they win battles – and through the struggle 
they grow and mature. 
 
We all spend time here. 
 
The Spirit of God is working in us and we are seeing victories. But other times our 
flesh is too strong. We are not what we want to be – but we are not what we once 
were. 
 

MATURE 
SAINTS

MATURITY AND SANCTIFICATION

STRUGGLING 
BUT GROWING
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Then there are those who are Struggling And Losing. 
 
Some victories but not many. 
 
They are too worldly, not really taking up their cross, losing too many battles with sin. 
 
Are they saved or not? – The leaders wonder – they wonder. 
 
Honestly, only God knows. 
 
Regardless, you love them, plead with them and urge them to holiness. 
 
Praise God – some do respond and get their life together by the power of the Spirit. 
 
Others seem to be perpetually struggling. 
 
And some eventually give up the fight. They show they are: 
 

MATURE 
SAINTS

MATURITY AND SANCTIFICATION

STRUGGLING 
AND LOSING

STRUGGLING 
BUT GROWING
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Unrepentant Unbelievers 
 
Their life shows they are not Christ’s – and must be removed from the church. 
 
This spectrum is us in all our warts and all our glory. 
 
A bunch of strugglers saved by grace. Some doing better than others. All having our 
times of struggle. 
 
But we are in the struggle together. Dying together – living together. 
 
Some victories – some failures. 
 
Plenty of tears – plenty of rejoicing. 
 
Despite the failures and the struggles – a significant number in that church listened to 
Paul, came around to supporting Paul – and fought to be like Christ. 
 
So, Paul said – I am frank and honest – I am proud of you – I am encouraged by you 
– and despite the struggles we have – I am overflowing with joy. 
 
It is what the Apostle John said in 3 John 4:  
 

I have no greater joy than this: to hear that my children are walking in truth. 
 
If you can think of a sin – chances are we have had to deal with it as an eldership. 
 
I can tell you – dealing with adultery, divorce, children leaving the faith, close 
friendships being destroyed, porn, theft, lying – it is not much fun – it is affliction. 
 

MATURE 
SAINTS

MATURITY AND SANCTIFICATION

UNREPENTANT 
UNBELEIVERS

STRUGGLING 
BUT GROWING

STRUGGLING 
AND LOSING
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But when you see genuine repentance, struggling to live godly, fighting to put off the 
old man – there is pride and encouragement and joy. 
 
And no one matures and grows in sanctification alone – we do it together – life on life 
– we do it through prayer, accountability, encouragement, bearing burdens. 
 
This is us. 
 
However, very regularly I speak with someone who thinks this is our church. 
 

 
 
A sea of mature saints with their lives together – and them – the one who messed up 
and struggles. 
 
I wish. 
 

MATURITY AND SANCTIFICATION

MATURE 
SAINTS

ME
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No – for better or for worse – this is us. 
 
And here is another bit of truth. 
 
Unfortunately, by the end of our lives – pretty much all of us will have spent time in 
each of these first three categories – probably several times in each. 
 
Sanctification is not a one-way thing. We mature – and then we fail. 
 
If you are in Christ – it is not that you don’t sin – it is that you hate sin – and you fight 
for holiness and you hate the losses. 
 
And even the most mature here will have their times of struggle with sin, their losses 
– and times when they need the help of other brothers and sisters. 
 
The church is a spiritual hospital where the wounded help each other. We bear 
burdens, we encourage, we admonish, we receive help. 
 
And when we are struggling – that is where others in the church are here to help others 
grow in godliness and maturity. 
 
And for a pastor, seeing the church respond and seeing strugglers fight against sin – 
that leads to pride, encouragement and joy. 
 
I have watched as marriages that were over were knitted back together. 
 
I watched men struggle and overcome lust. 
 
I watched women fight bitterness and envy – and win. 
 

MATURE 
SAINTS

MATURITY AND SANCTIFICATION

UNREPENTANT 
UNBELEIVERS

STRUGGLING 
BUT GROWING

STRUGGLING 
AND LOSING
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I watched saints who wondered – am I saved? – hang in there and fight to be like 
Christ. 
 
And I watched as saints rallied to help a brother or sister when they were not doing 
well. 
 
And all of this is a source of deep and profound joy. 
 
Paul expands on this in the second profound joy of shepherding a flock: 
 

 
 

The joy of knowing the flock are striving to grow in holiness 5-13a 
 
Paul gets specific about one response that led him to have this propound joy. 
 
2 Corinthians 7:5:  
 

In fact, when we came into Macedonia, we had no rest. Instead, we were 
troubled in every way: conflicts on the outside, fears within.  

 
Remember that after Paul’s painful visit to Corinth – he cancelled a follow-up visit and 
instead wrote an anguished letter asking them to reject the super apostles, to accept 
his teaching and to deal with sin. 
 
He sent that letter with Titus. Then he prayed and waited to hear how it all went. 
 
He waited at Troas for Titus to come and tell him how the Corinthians responded to 
his letter. 
 
Titus didn’t arrive – so Paul moved to Macedonia to wait for Titus. It is likely they had 
agreed that if Titus was delayed they would meet in Macedonia. 
 



 18 

He gets to Macedonia and has no rest. Literally, his whole flesh was troubled. 
 
He faced conflicts without. Likely persecution. There is no rest in ministry. 
 
But the conflict he focussed on is fears within. 
 
How had his beloved church at Corinth responded? 
 
Souls were at stake. 
 
Churches take sides over minor issues – what colour to paint the walls. 
 
Churches take sides over issues of more substance – roles of women in ministry or 
baptism. 
 
But the stakes here are far higher. The gospel is at stake. 
 
Over the years I have faced this as I watched saints literally decide – heaven or hell. 
 
Members struggling with sin and then giving in and they know they can’t call 
themselves a Christian and keep sinning – so they reject the faith. 
 
Members who deconstruct. They accept some part of a secular worldview that appeals 
to them – and they move further and further away until they say – I am no longer a 
Christian. 
 
Members who are enticed by some leader with a different take on the gospel – and 
that wolf draws them away. 
 
I can tell you – you lie awake at night praying and worrying. 
 
You know that someone you care deeply for will face judgment if they don’t repent. 
 
You feel this weight for their soul. 
 
And what makes it worse is you second guess yourself. 
 
Did I deal with it the best way? Should I have handled it differently? 
 
Should I have gone in all guns blazing? 
 
Should I have tried a softer appeal? 
 
Should I have got their friends to appeal to them? 
 
Should I have just prayed? 
 
I can tell you this – over the years I have prayed – made the best decision I can – and 
when it all goes pear-shaped – as it often does – then they tell you that you handled it 
without grace and love, you don’t really care for them – their friends and family think 
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you handled it poorly, a number of people leave the church and you are wondering if 
you bear responsibility for the mess – it is hard. 
 
Paul knows this. 
 
Clearly, Paul was uncertain about whether he made the right choice in sending this 
letter? 
 
Should he have made another in person visit? Was it wrong to have written such a 
pointed direct letter? Should he have trusted Titus to handle the situation? Was there 
a better way to deal with it? 
 
He had faith they would respond – but his faith was being tested. 
 
For Paul, this was not just a risk that one or two might be seduced away. A significant 
section of the church was at grave risk of being deceived and he was deeply troubled. 
 

 
 
After the way they had responded to his in person visit, Paul knows they could respond 
badly to his letter. 
 
The church as a whole could have said – no – and embraced the super apostles and 
become more ungodly. 
 

MATURE 
SAINTS

MATURITY AND SANCTIFICATION

UNREPENTANT 
UNBELEIVERS

STRUGGLING 
BUT GROWING

STRUGGLING 
AND LOSING
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Instead of removing the unbelievers – they could have welcomed them. More of them 
could have put up with sin. 
 
More of them could have become worldly. 
 
But – here is what we will see brought Paul great joy. They actually responded well. 
 

 
 
The began to remove the ungodly and strive for holiness. 
 

MATURITY AND SANCTIFICATION

MATURE 
SAINTS

UNREPENTANT 
UNBELEIVERS

STRUGGLING 
BUT GROWING

STRUGGLING 
AND LOSING

MATURE 
SAINTS

MATURITY AND SANCTIFICATION

STRUGGLING 
BUT GROWING

STRUGGLING 
AND LOSING
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Yes, some were still enamoured by the false apostles – but others had their eyes 
opened and began to fight to remove the unbelievers and repent of their own sin. 
 
Seeing their response was a source of great joy to Paul. 
 

 
 
Look at how this played out. 
 
Verses 6–7:  
 

But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the arrival of Titus, and 
not only by his arrival but also by the comfort he received from you. He told us 

MATURITY AND SANCTIFICATION

MATURE 
SAINTS

STRUGGLING 
BUT GROWING

STRUGGLING 
AND LOSING
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about your deep longing, your sorrow, and your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced 
even more. 

 
Titus arrived. 
 
Paul was relieved to see his son in the faith – but even more he was comforted 
because Titus said the Corinthians had responded well to his letter. 
 
He reported that they had a deep longing for Paul. 
 
They had a true sorrow over their actions. 
 
They were zealous for Paul. 
 
And his relief turned to rejoicing. 
 
Verses 8-9: 
 

For even if I grieved you with my letter, I don’t regret it. And if I regretted it—
since I saw that the letter grieved you, yet only for a while—I now rejoice, not 
because you were grieved, but because your grief led to repentance. For you 
were grieved as God willed, so that you didn’t experience any loss from us.  

 
I knew you would find my letter hard. I knew it would grieve you. 
 
But I don’t regret sending it. 
 
Yes, I did have a bit of regret because of the pain it would cause – but that evaporated 
– when I heard that it had the desired response. It grieved you to repentance – so my 
concern turned to rejoicing. 
 
This was the kind of grief God wants us to have. Grief over sin that leads to repentance 
and restoration. 
 
They were not lost to Paul but restored to Paul. 
 
Paul understands how grief is supposed to work. 
 
Verse 10: 
 

For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, but 
worldly grief produces death.  

 
There are two kinds of grief – godly and worldly. 
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Godly Grief leads to Repentance and Life 
 
Worldly Grief leads to Regret and Death 
 
In verses 8-10 – Paul uses two words that are often confused – repentance and regret. 
 
Superficially they can look the same. Sorrow over our sin and our actions. 
 
But they come from very different places and lead to very different results. 
 
Here is the difference. 
 

 

Godly Grief           Repentance 
! 
Grief that I have sinned  
against a holy God

Worldly Grief            Regret 
! 
Grief for the consequences 
against me 
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Repentance 
 

Grief that I have sinned against a holy God 
 
My sin is an affront to a holy God. 
 
What I am truly heartbroken over is I dishonoured God. 
 
Regret 
 

Grief for the consequences against me 
 
I regret it because now my reputation is in ruins and my life is a mess. I am sorry this 
ruined my marriage and my relationship with my kids and other people think less of 
me. 
 
What I am truly sorry for is how this affected me. 
 
Remember David. He sinned against Bathsheba, Uriah, the nation – but in Psalm 51 
he said – Lord – against You and You only have I sinned. That is repentance. 
 

 
 
Repentance 
 

Confession from a contrite heart 
 
Godly grief leads us to be overwhelmed by how we have dishonoured God. 
 
True repentance often leads to us confessing our sin before anyone else knows it. 
 
But if it is uncovered, our grief leads to genuine confession. 

Godly Grief           Repentance 
! 
Grief that I have sinned  
against a holy God 

Confession from a contrite heart 

Worldly Grief            Regret 
! 
Grief for the consequences 
against me 

Confession because I’m found out 
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I am sinner before a Holy God. 
 
Regret 
 

Confession because I am found out 
 
Confession often only comes when the sin is uncovered. 
 
Often there is anger at those who exposed the sin – not grief at their sin. 
 
Often the confession is filled with lies about the extent, the ongoing nature, the reality 
of the sin. Only what is in the light is confessed – not the full depths. 
 
It is – I am sorry alright! – can’t we all just forget it and move on. 
 
You remember Prince Andrew’s train-wreck interview about his relationship with the 
paedophile Jeffrey Epstein? 
 
There was no heartfelt remorse or compassion for the victims – it was all – can’t you 
see what it has done to my life! 
 

 
 
Repentance 
 

Striving to turn from sin and towards holiness 
 
I do not wish to dishonour the Lord again – I will use every spiritual resource, I will be 
held accountable. 
 
It is my sin that is the issue. 
 

Godly Grief           Repentance 
! 
Grief that I have sinned  
against a holy God 

Confession from a contrite heart 

Striving to turn from sin and 
towards holiness 

Worldly Grief            Regret 
! 
Grief for the consequences 
against me 

Confession because I’m found out 

Striving not to have to go through 
this again 
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I will fight not to sin again. 
 
Regret 
 

Striving not to have to go through this again 
 
It is not the sin we turn from – but the pain. 
 
I don’t want to be hurt like this again. 
 
I will try not to sin again – but chances are I will – and I have learned is to do a better 
job of covering it up. If the sin is not revealed – the pain and consequences stay buried 
– I am fine with that. 
 

I will fight not to be exposed again. 
 
I have watched men and women with tears stream down their face and like a dog 
returning to its vomit – go straight back to their sins – and what they fight for is to try 
and make sure their sin is not exposed again. 
 
They want the appearance of repentance. 
 
Do you know – one of the most common reasons people leave this church is when we 
challenge them about sin in their life? 
 
They get angry – don’t judge me – and move to another church where people don’t 
know their sin. 
 

 
 
Repentance 
 

Leads to heart change and reconciliation with God and man 

Godly Grief           Repentance 
! 
Grief that I have sinned  
against a holy God 

Confession from a contrite heart 

Striving to turn from sin and 
towards holiness 

Leads to heart change, 
reconciliation with God and man 

Worldly Grief            Regret 
! 
Grief for the consequences 
against me 

Confession because I’m found out 

Striving not to have to go through 
this again 

Leads to no heart change and no 
reconciliation with God and man 



 27 

 
You now hate the sin rather than love it. You would rather die than fall back into sin. 
 
You will own up to it, confess it, seek accountability so you can reconcile with God and 
make amends with those you have harmed. 
 
Regret 
 

Leads to no heart change and no reconciliation with God and man 
 
You don’t hate your sin. You just weigh up if the cost is higher than the pleasure or if 
you think you can get away with it so it won’t cost you so much next time. 
 
No real amends are made. 
 
There is no real basis for reconciliation with God or those you harmed – it is just sorry 
– when you really mean – sorry you had to find out. 
 
What I have seen with regret is – it isn’t really my fault. 
 
She made me do it. Adam’s pathetic excuse about Eve. 
 
Or – why are we talking about my sin? He was more to blame – why aren’t we talking 
more about that? 
 
Until you can say – I own my sin – I am broken over my sin – what do I have to do to 
make things right? – there is no going forward. 
 

 
 
Repentance 
 

Sign of life 

Godly Grief           Repentance 
! 
Grief that I have sinned  
against a holy God 

Confession from a contrite heart 

Striving to turn from sin and 
towards holiness 

Leads to heart change, 
reconciliation with God and man 

Sign of life

Worldly Grief            Regret 
! 
Grief for the consequences 
against me 

Confession because I’m found out 

Striving not to have to go through 
this again 

Leads to no heart change and no 
reconciliation with God and man 

Sign of death
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Godly grief that leads to true repentance over sin is a sign you are a true child of God 
and are heading to life. 
 
Regret 
 

Sign of death 
 
Worldly grief that leads to shallow regret is a sign you are not a true child of God and 
are heading to death. 
 
There is an old hymn by John Newton – author of Amazing Grace – that describes 
godly grief and true repentance: 
 

Sin, when viewed by scripture light, 
Is a horrid, hateful sight; 
But when seen in Satan’s glass, 
Then it wears a pleasing face. 
 
When the gospel trumpet sounds, 
When I think how grace abounds, 
When I feel sweet peace within, 
Then I’d rather die than sin. 
 
O my Lord, what shall I say? 
How can I presume to pray? 
Not a word have I to plead, 
Sins, like mine, are black indeed! 
 
Made, by past experience, wise, 
Let me learn thy word to prize; 
Taught by what I’ve felt before, 
Let me Satan’s glass abhor. 

 
Hear that? 
 
Then I’d rather die than sin. 
Sins, like mine, are black indeed! 
Let me Satan’s glass abhor. 
 
Look, sometimes it is hard to tell if someone has godly or worldly grief. 
 
They both have tears and words of sorrow. 
 
There are often clues. 
 
I am more broken that my sin is revealed than that I committed it. 
 
I am more angry at those who made me fess up – than at myself. 
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I just want to get past this and get on with my life. 
 
But ultimately it comes down to their response. Am I committed to do whatever it takes 
to try and kill this sin? 
 
You need to be killing sin or it will be killing you. 
 
This is what happened in Corinth. 
 

 
 
Verse 11: 
 

For consider how much diligence this very thing—this grieving as God wills—
has produced in you: what a desire to clear yourselves, what indignation, what 
fear, what deep longing, what zeal, what justice! In every way you showed 
yourselves to be pure in this matter.  

 
Paul’s rebuke pierced their heart – they wanted to be right with God and man. 
 
To clear themselves – to do what was right – to be pure and right before God in this 
matter. 
 
Remember back in chapter 2 – there was one main man who was the core of the 
opposition to Paul. 
 
The church had their eyes opened and began the process of removing that man. 
 
They realised they were being led into sin and a false gospel – that they were wrong 
in rejecting God’s Apostle. 
 
This is David when the prophet Nathan says – You are the man! 
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We have all been there – excusing sin – saying it isn’t that bad – blaming others. 
 
Then some brave brother or sister who loves us – confronts us – and the Spirit of God 
opens our eyes and breaks our heart – and there is godly grief and it leads to true 
repentance. 
 
Verses 12-13: 
 

So even though I wrote to you, it was not because of the one who did wrong, 
or because of the one who was wronged, but in order that your devotion to us 
might be made plain to you in the sight of God. For this reason we have been 
comforted. 

 
There is the one who did wrong – the prominent super apostle who opposed Paul – 
and the one wronged – most likely Paul. 
 
Paul didn’t write to get revenge on the man or to be vindicated. 
 
He wrote to produce godly grief so their devotion to Paul and the gospel he brought 
would be made clear. 
 
And when this occurred – he found great comfort. 
 
Sometimes in counselling you want to be like a Catholic priest – just say five Hail 
Marys and try not to do it again. 
 
You don’t want to probe the wound and cauterize it – you just want to cover it up. 
 
But, sin necessitates real heart work. 
 
And then when you see the Word and the Spirit work – godly grief, real repentance, 
relationships restored – I can tell you – there is immense joy. 
 
That leads us to the third profound joy of shepherding a flock: 
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The joy of seeing our boasts in the work of the Spirit justified 13b-16  
 
I believe the Spirt of God does the impossible – changes hearts. 
 
And when I see that – there is incredible joy. 
 
Verses 13-14: 
 

In addition to our own comfort, we rejoiced even more over the joy Titus had, 
because his spirit was refreshed by all of you. For if I have made any boast to 
him about you, I have not been disappointed; but as I have spoken everything 
to you in truth, so our boasting to Titus has also turned out to be the truth.  

 
Paul boasted to Titus about the Corinthians – and his boasting proved true – so he 
rejoiced. 
 
You hear this and a part of you just shakes your head and asks – really? – how could 
Paul boast in that lot? 
 
This church had tolerated the super apostles and rejected Paul. 
 
Paul went in person and things got heated – so heated Paul cancelled his return visit. 
 
Now he says to Titus – take this letter – I am confident they will respond well to my 
admonitions. 
 
He talked the Corinthians up – they will read this letter and repent. 
 
Titus takes the letter – and as we saw – Paul did have some concerns about how they 
would receive his letter. 
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So how can he boast to Titus like this? 
 
It sounds like a coach of a team that hasn’t won a game – coming up against the 
premiers and boasting – my guys will win – I guarantee it. 
 
Here is my understanding. 
 

Paul knew that despite everything there were genuine saints in the church 1:1. 
 
They had the Spirit in their hearts. 1:22. 
 
They were a letter written by the Spirit of the living God. 3:2 
 
They had received the grace of God. 6:1. 

 
Paul’s boast was not in the saints but in the Spirit of God within them. 
 
They had time to reflect on what Paul said at his painful visit. 
 
He was confident that the Spirit within them would convict the true saints to respond 
well. 
 
I think Paul’s concern was whether the false apostles might manage to deceive. 
 
But the true saints rallied. 
 
And Titus saw this and his spirit was refreshed. And Paul rejoiced that his boast that 
the Holy Spirit would convict them was justified. 
 
Verses 15-16: 
 

And his affection toward you is even greater as he remembers the obedience 
of all of you, and how you received him with fear and trembling. 

 
Titus bonded with you. You are brothers and sisters who repented, trusted Christ and 
embraced the One who brought the admonition to you. 
 

I rejoice that I have complete confidence in you.  
 
I have confidence that the Spirit is in you – that you belong to God – and that is 
confirmed by how you responded to Titus – and so I rejoice. 
 
There are parts of being a pastor that are tough. Dealing with sin, division, 
disappointment, criticism. 
 
But watching the Spirit of God work in the church – Parents striving to bring young 
ones to faith, men and women striving to fight sin and serve God – and seeing them 
choose to die to self for Christ. 
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We committed to each other – for better for worse. We often drive each other nuts. 
There are some here we are not naturally drawn to. Sometimes we want to scream – 
just get your act together or I am out of here! 
 
But the Spirit of God uses us in each other’s lives – iron sharpening iron – one cripple 
helping another – one unworthy slave saying brother – sister – let me serve you. 
 
And God has used us – this dysfunctional family – to help each other grow in faith and 
holiness. 
 
And this dysfunctional family is empowered by God to see His gospel go to the ends 
of the world. 
 
And being a pastor of a church like you is a joy – no money can buy. 
 
So, on behalf of the Pastors and Elders – thank you for the joy of ministering here at 
GBC. 
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The Joy Of Ministry At GBC 
2 Corinthians 7:2-16  September 11, 2022 

 
Main Point: Despite the trials, there is a deep and profound joy that flows from 
faithfully shepherding a local flock. 
 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. What do you think the main struggles and trials are that pastors face? 
 
2. What do you think is the greatest source of joy for pastors in ministry? 
 
3. How would you define joy? 

 
4. What does it mean to die together in a local church? 

 
5. What does it mean to live together in a local church? 

 
6. Why is ministry together so important? 

 
7. What are the joys of being a part of a local church? 

 
8. When should you not accept a man as a leader over you? 

 
9. Why is it important to understand that in any church there are a spectrum from 

mature believers – all the way to unrepentant unbelievers? 
 

10. Do you agree that all of us find ourselves in different parts of the spectrum at 
different times of our life? If so – when you are doing well what should you do (in 
terms of ministering to others)? If you are not doing well what should you do (in 
terms of seeking and accepting help from others)? 

 
11. Do you agree that the church is a ‘spiritual hospital’? What does this mean? 

 
12. What is the difference between godly grief and worldly grief? 

 
13. How can you tell if you are repentant or only regretful? 

 
14. Why is the difference as stark as life and death? 

 
15. How does seeing the work of the Spirit in fellow believers cause joy in us? 
 
 
 
Application Questions: 
 
1. Do you have more of a consumer mentality or more of a service mentality in 

regards to the church? 
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2. How can you have joy in the midst of trials? 

 
3. How can you help someone who is struggling spiritually in the church? 
 
4. What can you do when you are struggling? 

 
5. Are there areas you need to truly repent of? If so, maybe talk with one of the 

pastors. 
 

6. How can joy help you to be motivated to serve the Lord better? 
 
 
 


