
A CHURCH LIVING UNTIL HE COMES 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

 
The Thessalonian church was a church to be truly thankful for, and in 
this opening chapter, Paul and his fellow missionaries burst forth in 
gratitude to God for the impact of the gospel in this fledgling church. 
Three elements of this thanksgiving reinforce that the Gospel’s impact 
in our lives should cause us to give thanks to God. 

I. THE OCCASION OF THE THANKSGIVING (1:1; c.f 3:1-7) 

 

II. THE NATURE OF THE THANKSGIVING (1:2) 

 
 
 

III. THE REASONS FOR THE THANKSGIVING (1:3-10) 

A. The Evidence of their Salvation (1:3)    

i. Their work produced by faith (v.3b)  

ii. Their labour produced by love (v.3c) 

iii. Their steadfastness produced by hope (v.3d) 

B. The Confidence of their Election (1:4-7)   

i. The confidence stated (v.4) 

ii. The confidence substantiated (vv.5-7)   

C. The Testimony of their Transformation (1:8-10) 

i. The sounding forth of their faith (v.8) 

ii. The specifics of their faith (vv.9-10) 
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A CHURCH TO BE THANKFUL FOR 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

INTRODUCTION 
I am excited to able to introduce our study this evening … this letter 
paints a refreshing reminder of what the church of Jesus Christ can and 
should look like.  

There are so many discouraging and troubling things happening when 
one looks carefully at the current evangelical climate and the spiritual 
health of evangelical churches in our land. … Many churches today are 
reluctant to proclaim the hard truths of Scripture, to clearly and faithfully 
exposit the Scripture, to stand strong on doctrine, and to call people to live in 
obedience to it. … Instead we have a plethora of churches competing with 
each other, obsessed with making people feel conformable, on giving people 
a ‘nice experience’ with slick music, fun programs, low commitment 
required, and an easy on the ears messages. 

But this is a faithful church! A church that was living with an expectation 
of Christ’s return. Thessalonica was a church to be thankful for! A church 
that is worthy of being set apart as a timeless model for the people of 
God as they seek to do the work of God. … it wasn’t a perfect church, but 
these young believers had been impacted and changed by the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and they were holding fast to the truth that had been 
handed down to them by the saints in the face of significant external 
pressures.  

There was much to thank God for, and to commend these believers for 
… and that becomes the focus of the first half of this letter:  Ch. 1-3 are 
very personal and reflective as Paul recounts what happened in the few 
short months that he ministered in Thessalonica. … Then in the second 
half in Ch. 4 & 5 Paul provides more practical instruction and specific 
admonitions to this young church.  
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In this opening chapter, which one long sentence in the original (vv.2-10) 
there is a dominant tone of joyful thanksgiving  and praise to God as Paul 1

and his fellow missionaries reflect on the impact of the gospel in this 
fledging church and the encouraging news that they are going on for 
the Lord and growing. 

I want us to consider Three elements of this thanksgiving that 
challenge us to express thanks to God when we see the impact of the 
gospel in others lives, and also like the Thessalonian believers, exemplify 
a life dramatically transformed by the gospel that brings praise to God.  
In short - Main point: the impact of the gospel in our lives should 
demonstrate our genuine faith and give cause for thanksgiving to God.  

Transition: Notice first the occasion that brought this about.  

I. THE OCCASION OF THE THANKSGIVING (1:1; c.f 3:1-7) 
• Paul’s typical greeting appears in v.1-  1 Paul and Silvanus  and 2

Timothy (travelling companions on his 2nd ministry journey) To the 
church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Grace to you and peace. 

• The back story of this church plant is found in Acts 17:1-9 … after 
setting out from Antioch to revisit the churches that had been planted 
earlier the missionaries were directed to Macedonia by the Holy Spirit, 
where they planted a church at Philippi. Philippi was a great church - Paul 
could have had a long and fruitful ministry there… but God had other plans 
for him in and when opposition rose they were driven out of the city. 

• From Philippi they travelled to seaport city of Thessalonica, a journey 
of about 100 miles. Thessalonica was a major shipping port and was 
home to a population of about 200,000 people.  

• Luke records that the missionaries ministered at the Jewish Synagogue 
over three Sabbaths reasoning with them from the scriptures and v.4 

  This is a characteristic of Paul in each of his letters [except Galatians] - thanksgiving/1

affirmation before exhortation/admonition - something we do well to learn.

  Latinised form of Silas - same person2
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says “some were persuaded, along with a large number of the God-
fearing Greeks and a number of the leading women” (Acts 17:4). …  

• Though Luke doesn’t mention it, from Paul’s elaboration of the 
ministry in this letter, it is widely agreed among commentators that 
there also seems to have been a significant period of ministry to the 
Gentiles in Thessalonica, possibly between 3-6 months.   3

• While there, the unbelieving Jews became jealous of the missionaries 
and formed a mob of roughnecks and stirred up the city against them. 
Because of this opposition, the church sent Paul and his party away by 
night and they fled to Berea.  … But when many Jews there also 
believed, the Thessalonian Jews came down to Berea and stirred up 
more trouble and Paul had to flee to Athens, temporarily leaving Silas 
and Timothy in Berea. This would have been in the spring of AD 50.  

• So amidst all this opposition, God has blessed the proclamation of the 
gospel and churches have been planted. Q. But how would these brand 
new Christians fare amidst such hostility? Would they go on for the Lord, or 
fall away like the seed that fell on the rocky soil when affliction and affliction 
arises?   4

• Paul no doubt had these concerns for these young believers. And so 
once Silas & Timothy had rejoined him in Athens, he dispatched 
Timothy back to Thessalonica… this is what he refers to in ch.3 where 
he writes:  1 Therefore when we could endure it no longer, we thought it best 
to be left behind at Athens alone, 2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and 
God’s fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you 
as to your faith …  5 For this reason, when I could endure it no longer, I also 
sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter might have tempted 
you, and our labor would be in vain.  

 See Mayhue, p.18-20 for a compelling list of reasons.  Paul supported himself there by making 3

tents (1 Thess. 2:9; 2 Thess. 3:7-10), and the Philippians sent two monetary gifts to him there (Phil. 
4:15-16). Perhaps he ministered primarily to Jews the first three weeks and then turned to the 
Gentiles. 

 Matthew 13:21-22.4
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• Paul & Silas are now in Corinth, and Timothy had just returned to them 
and brought good news of the Thessalonian church, that despite the 
persecution and being deprived on their spiritual mentors, they are 
going on for the Lord in leaps and bounds (1 Thess. 3:6) … So in 
response to this good news, with a shepherds heart, Paul now writes to 
this flock to encourage them and spur them on . 5

Transition - That’s the occasion for this thanksgiving that begins in v.2 …  

II. THE NATURE OF THE THANKSGIVING (1:2) 
A. It was Godward - “we give thanks to God … Paul and his co-workers 

were well aware that the spiritual results in the church at Thessalonica 
was ultimately neither due to the preachers or to the converts - but 
God Himself was the real cause of it, and so their thanksgiving and 
praise is directed to Him. 

B. It was continual - “always” … The habit of there thanksgiving and 
prayer was no sporadic or occasional, but regular and repeated. The 
present tense of the verbs strengthens this thought … This was their 
practice, to make mention of them at each occasion of prayer.  Not 
only did they unite in the preaching and discussing the needs of the 
churches they planted but they united in praying for them.  

C. It was inclusive - “for you all”  - Their thanksgiving was for all in this 
church, without exception, despite individual quirkiness that you find 
everywhere …true some people require extra grace (EGR’s), but when 
someone is in Christ there is always something to be thankful for. 

Now I realise that this is pretty low-hanging fruit, and it would be easy for 
us to quickly move on … but the example of these missionaries prayer-
life here ought to challenge us.  

‣ For many of us we are so consumed with out own lives that we miss 
what God is doing in others lives  and when when consider others we 
are easily drawn to a spirit of grumbling and complaining … but this is 

 Constable notes - It seems clear that Paul wrote this epistle shortly after he arrived in Corinth 5

(1:7-9; 2:17; 3:1, 6; Acts 18:5, 11), p.3. …That would make this the first or second letter of Paul 
depending on the dating of Galatians.  He would write a  second letter just a few months later in 
late AD 50 or early A.D 51 

 of 4 12  



the opposite of that.  … So let me ask you: Q. What does your prayer life look 
like in regard to believers you know and love? …What did that look like this past week? … Is 
it characterised by thanksgiving for what God is doing in others? 

‣ And what I love is not only did they direct this thanksgiving to God, 
but they also expressed it to the Thessalonians. They could have just 
shared this among themselves, but they intentionally expressed their 
gratitude and affirmation to them also to encourage them in their 
progress and to exhort them to excel still more in a life of faithful love 
and obedience unto God (1 Thess. 4:1) … And I think there is a second 
challenge for us in this also … first, do I give thanks to God for His work 
in others around me? But second, do I look for opportunities to express 
that to them as well - in conversation, or a note or an email? … Let's try to 
cultivate this heart of thanksgiving we see here. 

III.  THE REASONS FOR THE THANKSGIVING (1:3-10) 
In vv.3-10 Paul expounds three specific reasons that that each attest to 
the genuine nature of the Thessalonians faith… that these guys were the 
real deal. 

A. The Evidence of their Salvation (1:3) - notice there are 3 of them. 

i. Their work produced by faith (v.3b) (Lit. “your work of faith”) - 
emphasis is on the work that faith produces … their faith had deeds, 
it wasn’t merely a professed faith or a dead faith but a doing faith (Jam. 
2:26). It was energetic and productive. In v.9 he speaks of how the 
Thessalonians had "turned to God from idols, to serve the living and true 
God" — That is faith at work! …But the the statement is not limited to 
their initial faith, but to the whole realm of their christian lives.      

• Faith alone saves but genuine faith is evidenced by corresponding 
good works in the Spirit.  We work because we are saved; we don’t 
work to be saved. We work from the cross, but not towards it. 

ii. Their labour produced by love (v.3c) (Lit. “your labour of love”) … 
again the emphasis is on the labour that was prompted by love.  
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• Christian love, (love that desires and prefers the welfare of others ahead 
of self and is willing to sacrifice), was the stimulus behind their 
willingness to toil to the point of fatigue and exhaustion for one 
another.  … That’s the meaning of the word here - this is a sweaty 
word, conveying strenuous toil  … and while the form of their labour is 
not stated, it came in the midst of bitter persecution … at a time that 
it would be easy to think first about self! 

⊞ The same kind of toiling people we saw people doing for each 
other in the floods, where people were risking their own lives to help 
others, and rolling up their sleeves and getting filthy to help people clean 
up. …unless your a MUM 😊 , it unfortunately takes extraordinary 
events to bring this out of the natural man … but this was 
characteristic of the Thessalonians love for Christ and for each other. 

iii. Their steadfastness produced by hope (v.3d) … Paul had obviously 
taught this church about future things, and so these believers were 
looking forward, as every Christian must, anticipating and living in 
light of future realities that are certain because they are based on 
what God has said He will yet do. … Notice the object of their hope 
was in our Lord Jesus Christ and in the presence of our God and Father 
… and in v.10 they are described as those who are waiting for His 
return.  … What a striking contrast to their former empty hope 
worshipping lifeless idols.  

• The source of their perseverance was not some inner resolve or 
personal strength but their certain hope in the Lord Jesus Christ.  This 
was a strong foundation that sustained them and enabled them to 
endure, to be steadfast despite the hostility & persecution they were 
experiencing. … It is this same future hope that enables us to 
persevere throughout our Christian lives even when we encounter 
life's toughest setbacks and trials. 

This is the first time in Paul’s writings that these familiar three virtues are 
linked together (faith, love, hope) … But his stress here is not on the 
virtues themselves but on what they produce.  … Remember Paul was 
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concerned about their spiritual health, but when he hears from Timothy 
of their active work, patient toiling and steadfast endurance prompted by 
their faith, love and hope he was buoyant because this clear evidence 
that they were truly saved.  
And while we don’t have time to press the point, we each do we’ll to 
examine our own lives — Is the impact of the gospel visible in your life? do 
you see the fruit of faith, love and hope at work in your life? Can others see that 
too, and turn that into praise thanks to God for what He is doing in your life?   

Transition: That’s the first reason for Paul’s thanksgiving, and this lead to the 
second … Paul’s give thanks to God for this church because He is confident that 
they have been chosen by God. 

B. The Confidence of their Election (1:4-7)   

i. The confidence stated (v.4)  - Paul says that the evidence of their 
changed lives ‘causes us to know somethings about you’ … first, that 
you are our brothers and sisters in the family of God - He call’s them 
Brethren - a term he uses of them 19x - 1 Thess, 9x - 2 Thess, which 
displays an amazing work of the gospel in Paul’s own life given that he 
had a history of gentile racism and spiritual elitism and that 
Thessalonian church was primarily a Gentile church. 

• Second He says he knows that they are loved by God, and third, he 
was convinced that God had chosen to bring them into a saving 
relationship with Him … something which sovereignly took place the 
inner council of the Godhead in eternity past (Eph. 1:4), and 
providentially became effective in their lives though the Spirit-
empowered preaching of the gospel by way of these missionaries 
that God had directed to them. 

How can Paul be so assured about their election? How can he be sure that 
they were the ‘real deal’? … Notice how he substantiates this in v.5-7.   

ii. The confidence substantiated (vv.5-7) - Paul’s had an intuitive 
conviction about them that was based on known and observed facts. 
… He says, “I know that there was a work of God going on that was 
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genuine, [1] because of what God did through us when the the gospel came 
to you (v.5) and [2] based on how you responded to it (vv.6-7).” 

a) The preaching of the gospel (v.5) — (the experience of the preachers) 

• Notice first how Paul says the gospel came to them - (note: he doesn’t 
says we brought this message to you) he uses a passive verb to 
emphasise that the gospel  came to them by divine appointment. … It 6

was the Holy Spirit who had diverted them to Macedonia and divinely 
ordained circumstances that lead them to Thessalonica.… This was a 
door that had been opened to them by the Holy Spirit. 

• Not only that, but when they came there battered and bruised they 
were not timid or fearful, but experienced an emboldening and 
empowering of the Holy Spirit in their delivery, … not through some 
creative or pragmatic way to connect to their audience, like you see in 
modern preaching … but through powerful, fervent passionate 
preaching - Their preaching was clear and convicting.  

• Words were essential to impart the message (preaching the gospel is 
God’s ordained means to bring people to salvation - and that hasn’t 
changed) … But Paul is saying that the the Holy Spirit was making our 
preaching effective and that the message of the true gospel is itself the 
power of God unto salvation.  

• He reminds them of the character of the message - they brought the 
true gospel, and he also reminds them that they behaved consistently 
with what they taught … you know what kind of men we proved to be 
among you for your sake … These men were true shepherds, unselfish, 
motivated by love and a genuine concern for the Thessalonians and 
the message was authenticated by their lives.   … There is a saying 7

which is not true that says something like: "Preach the Gospel daily with 
your life, and if necessary, use words.”  The gospel must be explained with 
words of course, and we should pray for those opportunities, but our 

 When Paul says “our gospel” he is not making a statement about the origin of the message - 6

but distinguished it as the true gospel as opposed to false gospels.

 Paul gives more detail on his character and conduct in the chapter 2:3-12.7
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daily conduct and reputation at home, work, or school, or in the 
community should should reinforce the truth of the gospel to those 
hearing and watching us, they should see it’s impacting our lives, in 
our love, and compassion and patience with unbelievers around us. 

Then notice three statements Paul makes about the response of the hearers  
(vv.6-7) that assured him that they were chosen by God. There was a definite 
observable change in these people. 

b) The reception of the gospel (vv.6-7) 
• They became imitators of the missionaries and the Lord (v.6a) - they 

began to pattern their lives after Paul and his co-workers - these were 
there spiritual parents in the Lord … this is what discipleship looks like 
…  (‘mimics' - ⊞ Mullet hair styles back in fashion) …But of course our 
imitation should go beyond just the visible examples, but look to the 
Lord as our ultimate example.  

• They received the word amid tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit 
(v.6b) … Their acceptance of the gospel produced a twofold effect in 
their lives:  [1] it brought them suffering - they experienced pressure 
and antagonism from opponents of the gospel that no doubt led to 
the loss of personal comfort, friendships, jobs, property and perhaps 
even life itself — the same it still true in many lands & cultures if one 
professing faith in Jesus Christ. … [2] it also brought them the 
experience of joy in the Holy Spirit - rather than break them or make 
them bitter they displayed incomprehensible joy, (⊞ just like Paul and 
Silas who were placed behind bars and in stocks in Philippi and yet were 
singing and praising God at midnight).  

This paradoxical experience of suffering and joy drew the attention of 
other believers so that:  
• They became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia  8

(v.7).  — These Thessalonian believers who began themselves by being 
imitators had become a shining example to all the believers within 

 Paul is writing from Corinth in the province of Achaia at the time8
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their own province of Macedonia, but had also reached their 
neighbouring province to the south, Achaia.  What a great statement! 
Q. Do you and I have a life worthy of such imitation?  A life impacted, 
transformed, and being transformed by the gospel of Jesus Christ that 
is leaving an imprint  on others around you?  9

Transition:  this report then leads to one more reason for thanksgiving: 

C. The Testimony of their Transformation (1:8-10) 

i. The sounding forth of their faith (v.8) 

• Paul explains that the impact of the Gospel in their lives has sounded 
forth … in every place  (⊞ like a trumpet blast that can be heard of all 10

directions) … not so much because they had been aggressive in their 
missionary endeavours - but because news of the radical 
transformation of their lives had spread like ‘Hollywood gossip’ on the 
lips of others -  travellers coming and going by sea and by land from 
this strategic city who came into contact with these believers, whose 
faith was so bold, so counter-cultural, so life-changing, so set apart 
from the world, so rooted in the living and true God, that they testified 
of their changed lives wherever they went. 

• And Paul says that this was continually opening doors for them, so that 
we have no need to say anything — ⊞ It would be like a missionary 
report reversed!  … Paul gets to another city and the believers there 
themselves report about what kind of reception he has in Thessalonica. 
(v.9a).   

ii. The specifics of their faith (vv.9-10) - What was being said about the 
Thessalonians? … Four things: 

a) They were receptive (v.9a) - The gospel message landed on fertile 
soil, God had graciously prepared their hearts and opened their minds 
so that they received the word eagerly. … Paul says in 2:13 that they 

 9

 Probably hyperbole, but the point is that their reputation was very widespread.10
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received the message and “accepted it not as the word of men, but for 
what it really is, the word of God.” 

b) They were repentant (v.9b) - “They turned to God from idols” — the 
gospel had definitively (Aorist) altered the course of the lives, so that 
they were now moving the opposite direction. Notice the order - first, 
they turned to God, not because they had become disillusioned with 
their idolatry, but it was the attractive character of the true God, who 
was previously unknown to them, and the gospel that the 
missionaries preached to them, that drew them … And so when 
Christ came into their lives, they turned their backs on the futile idols 
and impersonal pagan gods they had grown up worshipping and 
which were so central to their way of life. They broke from their past 
which was no longer desirable, or satisfying to them. 

c) They were serving (v.9c) - They now had a new Master, previously 
they had been slaves to idols but now they completely yielded 
themselves to ‘serving the true and living God’.  Again the present tense 
emphasises that this was action was ongoing … This is what true 
conversion looks like! We are no longer the same people when 
embrace Christ as our Lord and Saviour - we have new allegiances, 
new appetites, and priorities and a completely new way of seeing the 
world in which the glory of God becomes our highest goal. Has that 
happened in your live?  

d) They were expectant (v.10) - Here again is the eschatological tone 
that runs throughout this letter - Every chapter ends with a reference 
to the return of Jesus Christ!  … They had an eager expectancy that 
Christ would return soon . … And notice the rich Christology here - 11

He is God’s Son (Deity) from heaven; whom He raised from the dead, 
that is Jesus (the historical figure who was also fully man), and He 
delivers us from the wrath to come.  
 

 "The hope (1:3) of the coming of Jesus was an integral part of the Thessalonians' 11
religion; it was something that they anticipated as a real possibility in their own lifetimes 
(4:15, 17; 5:4).” Marshall, I. Howard. 1 and 2 Thessalonians, NCBC, 58.
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They were working and waiting - two words that summarise the 
whole Christian life … And again the present tense verb stresses that 
this was their continuing attitude, they were patiently waiting and 
confidently longing and looking for the arrival of the Saviour … ⊞ Like 
reunions of family members at the airport arrivals - craning their 
necks over people to get a glimpse of their  loved ones. 

CONCLUSION  
What a great reputation and testimony this church had! … May God help 
us here at GBC, to be people who are undeniably transformed by the 
Gospel. 

Two abiding thoughts we should take from this passage:  

1. Am I sensitive to the impact of the gospel in the lives of others around me, 
and do I express that in thanksgiving to God and encouragement to 
them?   

2. Does my life stimulate praise and thanksgiving to God because of my 
Faith, Love and Hope that find their expression in my everyday life? 

Q. Does my Faith evidences itself through a diligent and careful 
obedience of the truth?  Q. Is my love for Christ and others expressed 
strenuously in outward selfless ways?  Q. And am I living with a steadfast 
hope that is on display through a life that endures in the face of life 
various trials, and keeps me from the vain pursuits of empty pleasures, 
power, prestige and possessions. 

May God help us to yield to Christ more and more each day as we apply these 
truths.  
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