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Wisdom For The ‘Judgy’ 
(James 2:1-13  February 20, 2022) 

 

 
  
Here are a few questions this morning’s passage has challenged me with: 
 

Am I biased? Do I hold prejudices? Have I discriminated? Am I judgmental? 
 
Here is what I have concluded – probably more than I realise. 
 
When I first became a Christian – one of the first works the Holy Spirit did in me was 
to show me how many biases I held – unfair prejudices that I had no idea inhabited 
my heart. 
 
Then over the years – the sanctifying work of the word and the Spirit have uncovered 
more and more of these ingrained sins in my soul. 
 
For many years now, I have tried incredibly hard to get these influences out of my life, 
but the reality is that almost certainly I do still have biases, that I have discriminated 
unfairly and that I have passed unjust judgments. 
 
And almost certainly – so have you. 
 
Many of our sinful biases are really hard for us to recognise and even when pointed 
out many of us would say – no that is not prejudice – that is just the way things are. 
 
James wants us to pause and search our hearts. 
 
Why? Because favouritism, bias, judging others unfairly undermines the very basis of 
the gospel we proclaim. 
 

WISDOM FOR THE ‘JUDGY’

James 2:1-13
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In particular, James wants to talk about one area of bias – one common group that 
has been judged unfairly in every age and in every culture. 
 
The poor. 
 
We are working our way through James. James is a book that says: 
 

 
 
GROW UP 
 
And to enable this, he gives us: 
 

Wisdom for living our faith in a broken world 
 
This is not wisdom on how to have a peaceful life – how to have your best life now – 
how to cruise through life. 
 
This is a manual on the art of spiritual war – living godly in a broken world. Choosing 
obedience when it is hard. 
 
This is a book of wisdom for turning immature saints into mature men and women of 
faith. 
 
Last week James got to the heart of the matter – don’t just be hearers of the word – 
be doers of the word. 
 
He finished chapter 1 with these words. James 1:27:  
 

Pure and undefiled religion before God the Father is this: to look after orphans 
and widows in their distress and to keep oneself unstained from the world.  

 
One of the hardest areas to apply the word practically is in regard to money. 

GROW UP 
Wisdom for living our faith 
in a broken world
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Luther famously said – the last part of a Christian to be converted is the wallet. 
 
So now James focusses on our obligation to loosen our wallets and help widows, 
orphans, the poor. 
 
In our passage this week James makes this point: 
 

 
 
Mercy triumphs over judgment because love isn’t earned.  
 
Mercy triumphs over judgment because love isn’t earned.  
 
James tells us that the best way to fight prejudice – to stop unfairly judging is to so 
immerse ourselves in the truth of the gospel – that God loves us with an unconditional 
love – a love not based on any merit or characteristics in us – so that we see others 
and love others in the same way. 
 
God doesn’t judge us based on our efforts, our wealth, our accomplishments. 
 
So, we have to fight our biases and love the way God loves. 
 
First: 
 

Mercy triumphs over judgment 
because love isn’t earned
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Judging without mercy flows from evil motives 1-4  
 
James 2:1: 
 

My brothers and sisters, do not show favouritism as you hold on to the faith in 
our glorious Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
James starts with a general principle then gets to an example. 
 
I want to spend much of this morning on this one verse. 
 
This word – favouritism – is an interesting word. It literally means – welcoming by the 
face. 
 
It refers to deciding who we will welcome and accept on the basis of external 
appearances. 
 
The other crucial phrase we need to consider is at the end of verse 4: making 
distinctions and becoming judges with evil thoughts. 
 
Ultimately, it is the sin – the evil motives and thoughts – that lead us to judge based 
on externals. 
 
When James says – do not show favouritism – he is saying – don’t judge a book by 
its cover. 
 
And in particular – don’t use judgments of something external to make assumptions 
about someone’s worth and morals. 
 
Let me be clear about this. The gospel does not negate external differences. The 
gospel does not negate things like gender roles or authority structures. 

Judging without mercy flows from evil motives  1-4! 
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After salvation we are still men or women – Japanese and Mexican – rich and poor. 
 
After salvation – we still submit to government leaders – men are still to lead their 
families. 
 
But, the gospel does declare that none of the externals is an indication of moral value 
or intrinsic worth. 
 
What do I mean? 
 
If I look at Joy, Han’s wife. I see a woman, of Asian heritage, 30s to 40s, wearing a 
wedding ring, two kids hanging out with her. 
 
That tells me a lot – but it tells me nothing about her character – is she faithful, 
teachable, godly? Does she persevere, love others and use her resources well? 
  
What James is warning about is making character and worth judgments based on 
externals. 
 
And then deciding – I don’t need to act in love because they don’t deserve it – they 
haven’t earned it. 
 
There is a lot to unpack here. 
 
James says we all look at things like race, gender, marital status, age, body type – 
and we can use them to make judgments about character and worth. 
 
First, we need to ask – is that something we actually do? 
 
Would you and I decide how we treat someone, whether we will help them based on 
something as superficial things as – clothes and jewellery? 
 
Unfortunately, we do and often we barely recognise we are doing it. 
  
When you first meet someone. When they walk into a room – whether you realise it 
consciously or not – you evaluate them, size them up, put them in categories. 
 
We notice things: 
 

She’s good looking, is that a tattoo under there, looks like he might have a good 
job, bit overweight, she looks like a sweet girl, didn’t see a ring on his finger, I 
wonder what her ethnic background is, she’s clearly had a hard life, nose 
piercings – interesting, is he in his 40s or 50s? 

 
You know that happens because you have done it. 
 
Our world is obsessed with judging someone based on superficial appearance. 
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Race. Good looks. Body type. Athleticism. Academic standing. Occupation. Social 
standing. Wealth. Social skills. 
 
These kind of superficial things are the lifeblood of Instagram. 
 
We are taught to judge a person’s worth by what they look like, what they have, where 
they holiday, what toys they have. 
  
Don’t get me wrong – externals do give you information – where this becomes sin is 
when we assign moral virtue, intrinsic value, decide issues of character or moral worth 
based on these externals. 
 
Why do we do this? 
 
James says – it comes from our evil thoughts – our own moral depravity. 
 
Importantly – very often we don’t even recognise we do this – or even that we are 
doing something wrong. 
 
We have sinful hearts which are conditioned by worldly wisdom. 
 
Those James was speaking to might barely recognise their actions were sin. 
 
The sinful wisdom of the world acts on our sinful hearts – and we can convince 
ourselves – what I am doing is right – God wants it. 
 
Let me give you two examples. 
 
Women. Over the centuries many solid churches held views regarding women that 
were just wrong. Some taught that while women obviously could be Christians – we 
had to remember – they are the weaker sex – and Eve was the one deceived after all. 
This clearly raises questions about the stability of their emotions, their judgment and 
decision making. 
 
The result was historically many good churches would not allow women to be 
members – or if were members they would not allow them to vote in church meetings. 
Honestly – pretty woeful stuff at times – but such biases were just seen as accepted 
wisdom. Part of the way God made us. Just doing what God wants. 
 
What about racial based slavery? 
 
I know it is easy for us to say – if I was raised in the American South in the days of 
slavery – I would have realised it was evil. I would never have kept a slave. 
 
Possibly. 
 
But, many otherwise godly men and women simply did not see this as evil. They saw 
it is something good and proper – what God wants. 
 
What we would call moral evil – was widely called moral good. 
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When Abraham Lincoln was elected President – the Southern States succeeded from 
the Union – in large part over the issue of slavery. 
 
They elected their own government. 
 
Jefferson Davis was elected President of the South. He made this statement on the 
matter: 
 

We recognize the negro as God and God’s Book and God’s Laws, in nature, 
tell us to recognize him – our inferior, fitted expressly for servitude. 

 
Wow! 
 
God, the Bible and nature teach that African-Americans are inferior – created and fitted 
out by God expressly to be slaves. 
 
That is pure evil. It justifies sin and says – God designed it. 
 
We ask – who could believe that – it is so clearly wrong? 
 
The answer is – unfortunately any of us. Add a sinful heart to persuasive lies and any 
of us could be deceived. 
 
You ask – surely the church opposed this? 
 
Surely pastors said – No. This is wrong. God opposes such sinful favouritism? 
 
Well, some did. But many otherwise very godly pastors – men you and I read and have 
learned from – owned slaves – would never consider them as equals – and they 
justified this biblically. 
 
Let me give you but one example – Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Today it 
is one of the best seminaries in the world. 
 
But its history is murky to say the least. In the first part of the 19th century – there were 
just Baptists in America. But then the northern Baptists began to raise objections to 
slaveholders being qualified to serve in denominational offices or as missionaries. It 
led to the Southern Baptists breaking away in 1845. 
 
They then realised they needed somewhere to train pastors. So, four southern church 
leaders – the four founders – James Boyce, John Broadus, William Williams and Basil 
Manly Jr. – men who owned at least 50 slaves among them – founded Southern 
Seminary in 1859 just before the civil war. 
 
These were not fringe churchmen. Several of these men wrote books many pastors 
use to this very day. 
 
The College associated with the Seminary is named after Boyce – Boyce College. 
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Spurgeon called John Broadus “the greatest living preacher.” The chapel at the 
seminary and the official gavel of the denomination are even today named after him. 
 
One of the most famous books on preaching that almost every seminary still uses is 
his On the Preparation and Delivery of Sermons. 
 
But, these men and the faculty they built defended slavery – and defended it from the 
Bible. In fact, they insisted it was “a God-ordained institution.” 
 
We are talking men who seem to love the Lord – but had huge blind spots. 
 
That is how ingrained prejudices can be. 
 
Look my point is not to impugn those men. 
 
My point is this – I am fairly certain if John Broadus were born 150 years later – he 
would be among the first to say those views are repugnant. 
 
If you or I were born as white slaveowners in the American south – I think there is a 
fair chance we would have been saying – clearly that is just the way God ordains 
things – who am I to disagree with God? 
 
My point is – our hearts run so easily to prejudice – and unless we grapple with 
passages like James 2 – we won’t even realise it. 
 
I think racism rings alarm bells to most of us. Money should ring the same bells – it 
often doesn’t. 
 
Even as Christians in the modern west – we have our own biases. I have heard 
statements uttered in all sincerity that unfairly stereotype certain groups: 
  

Asian Christians are so used to accepting authority that they struggle to stand 
up and make hard decisions. 
 
You know how our American brothers are – they are just too dogmatic and 
oppose authority. They don’t play well on leadership teams. 
 
White Australian Christians are too proud and individualistic. They won’t seek 
advice from others and they have tall poppy syndrome. 

 
I have even heard it in terms of: 
 

Those who were homeschooled – they lack the social skills to be leaders. 
 
Pentecostals were raised to rely on experience before Scripture. 

 
Name me a group – and someone, somewhere has made a judgment about them. 
 
These are bad enough – but then decide this reflects character and worth – and we 
are sinning. 
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Such biases are ungodly and they deny the very basis of the gospel. 
 
Notice that here in our verse James calls Jesus – our glorious Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Literally – our Lord Jesus Christ – the glory. 
 
Every man, woman and child has intrinsic worth because we are created in God’s 
image. 
 
But, when we become Christians – Jesus and His glory come to live in us – and we 
now also count His value as ours. 
 
James wants us to remember this when we use externals like wealth, power, looks, 
ethnicity, age, gender – to say – this brother or sister is more worthy than that one. 
 
It is being image-bearers with the glory of Christ in us that is our true value. 
 
Understand that and we wouldn’t need the next 12 verses. 
 
Unfortunately, we do need them. 
 
If you are going to be a doer of the word – James says – you must not show 
favouritism. You must see every brother or sister as equal because they bear the 
image of God and the Spirit of Christ. 
 
He then gives a very pointed illustration. Verses 2-4: 
 

For if someone comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and dressed in 
fine clothes, and a poor person dressed in filthy clothes also comes in, if you 
look with favour on the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Sit here in a good 
place,” and yet you say to the poor person, “Stand over there,” or “Sit here on 
the floor by my footstool,” haven’t you made distinctions among yourselves and 
become judges with evil thoughts?  

 
The reality is that all too often Christians – the very people who have benefitted most 
from impartiality – we do discriminate. We can be partial. We are often intolerant. We 
show favouritism. 
 
We know Galatians 3:27–28:  
 

For those of you who were baptized into Christ have been clothed with Christ. 
There is no Jew or Greek, slave or free, male and female; since you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.  

 
But all too often we struggle to do it – to grapple with the realities of it. 
 
We don’t know if this situation James speaks of actually occurred or was hypothetical 
– but similar things have happened regularly in church history. 
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In the 17th and 18th century to get a good pew in most Anglican churches in England 
you had to rent or even purchase the pew and it actually came with a door and a lock 
to keep the poor out of your pew. 
 
I don’t associate with those not of my class. 
 
Christians have discriminated against some groups and favoured other groups – even 
in the church – and often wealth played a crucial part. 
 
Even today, some churches you have to be a businessman or from certain 
occupations to be an Elder. Show us your business CV. What can you do for us? 
Character is secondary to business acumen. 
 
James says – NO! – don’t do it. 
 
James chose poverty as an example of favouritism. He could have chosen race, 
women – any number of things – but money is something every Christian and every 
church struggles with. 
 
It is clear that James is saying don’t favour the rich over the poor – but the question 
arises – what is the actual situation James is addressing? 
 
Is this a church service where the wealthy are favoured with seats of honour? 
 
Could well be. 
 
Or is this a church tribunal where the wealthy get preferential treatment? 
 
Something like the warning in Leviticus 19:15:  
 

Do not act unjustly when deciding a case. Do not be partial to the poor or give 
preference to the rich; judge your neighbor fairly.  

 
The church has to decide a dispute and doesn’t want to alienate the rich big giver so 
favours them. 
 
The language fits either. 
 
Overall, I think it is more likely James is describing a worship service – and the church 
is preferencing the wealthy over the poor. 
 
But, it doesn’t really matter. The more important question is why they do this. 
 
Again, two common answers are given. 
 
One is personal benefit. 
 
The wealthy patron might help the church – they might even benefit me. 
 
The poor brother needs my help – it costs me to support them. 



 11 

 
We want a church with wealthy givers not poor takers. 
 
It was well known that President Teddy Roosevelt attended Grace Reformed Church 
in Washington. 
 
On one occasion it was said that the pastor of the church answered the phone only to 
be asked, “Tell me, do you expect the President to be in church this Sunday?” “That,” 
the pastor explained patiently, “I cannot promise. However, God will be there.” 
 
I don’t know if that is a true story – but it may well be. 
 
The rich and powerful do get preferential treatment. 
 
Others point to James’ use of – evil thoughts. 
 
They would say the idea is – God blesses the godly – including with wealth. 
 
Poverty shows you have some moral issues. 
 
Basically, the health wealth gospel. 
 
If they have moral issues – then they don’t deserve my help. 
 
There are Bible verses that might seem to support this. 
 
Proverbs 10:4:  
 

Idle hands make one poor, but diligent hands bring riches.  
 
The poor are lazy. 
 
The rich are diligent. 
 
They need to get a job – not take my money. 
 
But this proverb is a truism. It is certainly not meant to imply virtue or morality. 
 
Regardless, many in Judaism and the early church said wealth is a sign of God’s 
blessing and poverty is a curse – so if God favours the rich – so should I. 
 
This is almost Christian karma. 
 
You get what you deserve – they deserve poverty but I deserve better. 
 
I know we don’t think we do this – but all too often we do line up with Job’s friends 
when something bad happens in someone else’s life. 
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Someone loses their job, gets injured – can’t pay the mortgage – well there is probably 
sin somewhere and this is God’s warning – who am I to interfere with God’s work in 
their life? 
 
Are you kidding! – Jesus was poor – so He had secret sins? I think not. 
 
And more than that – it denies the gospel. 
 
We are saved by grace not by works or wealth or what we have. 
 
God judges us with mercy – in spite of who we are and what we have. 
 
We should thank God daily we do not get what we deserve – which is hell. 
 
However, like so many areas of life – knowing the word and doing the word are often 
different. 
 
Look, there is little doubt there are mixed motives going on here. 
 
They want to favour the rich. They don’t want to have to help the poor. And if you can 
justify this – if you can say – I’m just doing the will of God – then you sleep fine at 
night. 
 
But – James says – sorry to bring up this inconvenient truth – but in so doing – you 
are denying the gospel. 
 
If God blesses us according to our works – our righteousness – every debtor’s prison 
would be full. 
 
But that is not how God operates. 
 
God does not play favourites. 
 
God does not save those who deserve it. 
 
None of us are immune to this way of thinking. 
 
Many years ago I was at a social gathering with quite a number of pastors in 
attendance. One man who was not a pastor was telling us about an acquaintance who 
had recently come over from Hong Kong. 
 
But when he dropped the piece of information that this man was an extremely wealthy 
businessman who had migrated to Australia – I could literally see ears prick up all over 
the place. 
 
Unfortunately, I have to confess – yes – the thought crossed my mind – maybe this 
man would like Grace – I mean we have nice people here – and … if he wanted to 
contribute financially to the work here – that would be OK. 
 
Fortunately, I did catch that thought, realised the motive and pushed it aside. 
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But, I did notice several others asking for his contact details because they might be 
able to help him settle here. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:26–28:  
 

Brothers and sisters, consider your calling: Not many were wise from a human 
perspective, not many powerful, not many of noble birth. Instead, God has 
chosen what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong. God has chosen what is 
insignificant and despised in the world.  

 
I have also struggled at times with helping brothers and sisters in need – they don’t 
deserve it – they don’t have to be struggling – they need to just get a job – why do we 
have to help them? 
 
We have to be so careful of our motives. 
 
I read this passage many times this week and asked myself – if James were writing 
today what might be the examples he would use where we are tempted to judge by 
the face – to judge with evil motives? 
 
We live in the most superficial, skin deep society in history. 
 
I think we judge people – even in the church by things like wealth, looks, their 
occupation, their marital status. 
 
We can impute motives – they are that way because of sin. 
 
Or our motives can be so selfish. 
 
Make the effort toward those who can’t do much for you – who aren’t the kind of people 
you normally like to hang with – in fact it may cost in many ways to reach out to them. 
 
The second thing we learn is that: 
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Choosing with mercy flows from divine love 5 
 
James 2:5:  
 

Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Didn’t God choose the poor in this world 
to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who 
love him?  

 
I want to ask you a question. 
 
Is James teaching that God preferentially chooses those who are poor? 
 
In Luke 6:20 Jesus Himself said:  
 

Blessed are you who are poor, because the kingdom of God is yours.  
 
There are some who answer and say – yes. 
 
But, if God is no respecter of persons – if God is not partial – then James cannot be 
saying that God preferentially advantages the poor in terms of salvation. 
 
Here is what is going on – Old Testament and New Testament – we find that the gospel 
finds its most fertile ground in the poor and its hardest ground in the rich. 
 
Jesus began His ministry by announcing that the Spirit of the Lord has anointed Him 
to proclaim good news to the poor (Luke 4:18). 
 
Jesus also said that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
a rich person to enter the kingdom of God. (Matthew 19:24) 
 

Judging without mercy flows from evil motives  1-4! 
Choosing with mercy flows from!divine love    5! 
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When you are wealthy – it is easier to trust your own resources than God – to strive 
for the things of this world than for heaven. 
 
When you have nothing – it is easier to hope in God and long for eternity. 
 
Riches tend to choke out the word of God. 
 
So, James is not saying that God preferences the poor. He is saying that the gospel 
finds more willing ears among the poor. 
 
You will have softer hearts outside a Salvos house than outside BHP’s Head Office. 
 
So, when James says – Didn’t God choose the poor in the world to be rich in faith and 
heirs of the kingdom – He is not saying God only chooses the poor or preferentially 
chooses the poor – he is saying the reality is there are many poor who are rich in faith 
and heirs of the kingdom. 
 
Brothers and sisters. Equals. 
 
The kingdom is not just for the rich – get over it. 
 
You can get in rich or poor – but it is in fact harder to overcome the handicap of riches. 
 
And since God is not impressed by riches neither should we be impressed. 
 
Since God loves the poor – so should we. 
 
In terms of value – nothing outward matters. Male or female, rich or poor, slave or 
free, African or Asian, able or physically challenged, old or young, intelligent or not, 
overweight or underweight, beautiful or less appealing – it is all skin deep and 
superficial. 
 
God judges by the heart – by the presence of His Son – and so should we. 
 
God’s love is agape love. He chose to love us in spite of our flaws and failings. 
 
So now consider Jesus’ words in John 15:12:  
 

This is my command: Love one another as I have loved you. 
 
Jesus just loves us – not based on anything we are or have. 
 
Romans 2:11:  
 

For there is no favoritism with God.  
 
God does not judge us by our looks, our wealth, our abilities. 
 
Remember when the seven sons of Jesse were brought before Samuel and the tall, 
good looking ones kept coming and God said no … no … not him. 
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1 Samuel 16:7:  
 

But the LORD said to Samuel, … “Humans do not see what the LORD sees, for 
humans see what is visible, but the LORD sees the heart.”  

 
As recipients of divine love – we must love each other, show mercy to each other in 
the same way as God – despite our differences, despite or flaws. 
 
To preference any believer based on anything but they belong to God – is to dishonour 
those God has chosen to honour. 
 
If you look back to chapter 1 verse 27 – James said – true religion is to look after 
widows and orphans in their distress. 
 
The poor, the helpless – those who cannot help you – those who need your help. 
 
False religion is to fawn over the rich and powerful – in the hope that they might throw 
a few crumbs your way. 
 
To show such preference is to dishonour a brother or sister that God has chosen to 
be a partaker of the kingdom. 
 
Perhaps I can illustrate this. 
 
I know I am totally biased in this – but I have no doubt God blessed me with the four 
most awesome kids ever (and before you indignantly pick up rocks – I hope every 
parent here feels exactly the same way about their kids). 
 
So, how so you think I would feel if you called me and said – I’d like to invite you and 
Dena and Steph and Pete over for a meal? 
 
Just Steph and Pete? You do know I have four kids and an awesome son-in-law? 
 
Yeah, but Steph is so nice and Pete is so funny – we just want them? 
 
I’m thinking – all my kids are beyond awesome – and you don’t want some of them? 
Then you don’t get me. 
 
God chose every one of you. Rich and poor. Black, white, brown and yellow. Male and 
female. Old and young. 
 
God is so pro you – He created you in His image, and even after the fall He chose you 
to love, to place His mercy on, to redeem, transform and enjoy forever. 
 
And if anyone dishonours you – if anyone fails to see your value – which is that Christ 
is in you – then they have dishonoured one God loved and sent His Son to die for. 
 
Jesus said – if they reject you – they reject Me. 
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Any form of superficial partiality is wrong – it dishonours those that God has honoured. 
 
This brings us to our third point: 
 

 
 

Judging without mercy is a great sin 6-11 
 
It is a great sin because it denies the gospel. 
 
Verses 6-7: 
 

Yet you have dishonoured the poor. Don’t the rich oppress you and drag you 
into court? Don’t they blaspheme the good name that was invoked over you?  

 
Just as not every poor person is saved – in the same way not every rich person 
oppresses the people of God. 
 
Nor is good opposed to all rich people. We have many examples of rich men and 
women who chose Christ above riches. 
 
That is not what James is saying. 
 
But just as poverty makes it easier to accept the gospel – so riches tend to make it 
more likely you will oppose the gospel and the church. 
 
A gospel that says money is not important and in fact hinders you spiritually does not 
go down well on Wall Street. 
 
A gospel that says – give to the poor – right down to the shirt off your back – is never 
popular with big business. 
 

Judging without mercy flows from evil motives  1-4! 
Choosing with mercy flows from!divine love    5! 
Judging without mercy is a great sin          6-11! 
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A gospel that says – don’t exploit the poor – act with integrity in business – treat 
employees fairly – is unlikely to make you a fortune. 
 
So historically you have this paradox – the church thinks it needs wealthy people but 
the rich push for decisions that oppose the gospel and the church. 
 
Invest the church money to make more money not give to the poor and missions. 
 
The point is – if we preference wealth and power – we can find ourselves lining up 
with the world and its agenda. 
 
God specifically chose to work through the nobodies – the weak – the poor – the 
powerless – so that the glory would go to Him. 
 
If we honour those the world honours – we dishonour God and we line up on the wrong 
side. 
 
Verse 8: 
 

Indeed, if you fulfill the royal law prescribed in the Scripture, Love your 
neighbour as yourself, you are doing well.  

 
The royal law is the Law given by the King – the Law of His kingdom. 
 
When a lawyer asked Jesus what is the greatest commandment? – Jesus answered 
like this in Matthew 22:37–40:  
 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with 
all your mind. … Love your neighbour as yourself.” 

 
Who is our neighbour? Jesus gave a parable to answer that question – the parable of 
the Good Samaritan. 
 
A man who was ethnically, religiously, morally different. Definitely not someone we 
would normally recruit for Team Me – but he is our neighbour. 
 
If we keep the royal law – we will love the poor, the rich, the outcast, the ones like us, 
the ones different to us, men, women, sinners, saints – everyone. 
 
We will welcome them and value them because they are made in God’s image and 
bear Christ’s Spirit – no other reason. 
 
That is the royal law. 
 
Verses 9-11: 
 

If, however, you show favouritism, you commit sin and are convicted by the law 
as transgressors. For whoever keeps the entire law, and yet stumbles at one 
point, is guilty of breaking it all. For he who said, Do not commit adultery, also 
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said, Do not murder. So if you do not commit adultery, but you murder, you 
are a lawbreaker.  

 
We tend to divide sin into big sins and little sins. 
 
Murder is big. Rape is big. God really cares about them. 
 
Preferencing the rich – well if it is a sin – it is a small one. God understands. 
 
No. 
 
First – break any law and you are guilty of all. 
 
Murder – well you are judged as if it is murder and adultery. 
 
Here is the point – if you commit partiality – it is not something minor – it is as sinful 
as adultery or murder before the Lord. 
 
And before God – favouritism is huge – because it denies the gospel. 
 
If you don’t grasp that – you don’t seem to understand the gospel. 
 
Now James ties it all together: 
 

 
 

Choosing with mercy is a gospel triumph 12-13 
 
Verses 12-13: 
 

Speak and act as those who are to be judged by the law of freedom. For 
judgment is without mercy to the one who has not shown mercy. Mercy 
triumphs over judgment. 

Judging without mercy flows from evil motives  1-4! 
Choosing with mercy flows from!divine love    5! 
Judging without mercy is a great sin          6-11! 
Choosing with mercy!is a gospel triumph      12-13!
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Here James brings us right to the heart of the gospel. 
 
The glory of the gospel – the only reason any of us are saved is that God does not 
choose us based on our character, our attributes, our wealth – because none would 
be saved. 
 
He chooses us in spite of those. 
 
Heaven would be empty. 
 
So God says – mercy triumphs over judgment. 
 
The true glory of the gospel is that mercy has triumphed over judgment. 
 
We have Christ’s accomplishments, Christ’s righteousness – and therefore we are 
saved. 
 
But here is the point James is making. He has just told us to be a doer of the word. He 
is about to tell us – faith without works is dead. 
 
Here he says – since on the final day you absolutely want God’s mercy to triumph 
over God’s judgment. 
 
Then in this life – you need to show you are His by allowing your mercy to triumph 
over your judgment. 
 
Judgmentalism comes easily and naturally. But it comes with evil motives. 
 
Mercy comes with a great cost – in fact it only comes when Christ is in us. 
 
But if Christ is in us – then we will ensure our mercy triumphs over our judgment. 
 
James says – our speech and our actions – the way we treat others has to line up 
with mercy not judgment – or we don’t understand the gospel. 
 
In Luke 6:36–38, Jesus said exactly the same thing:  
 

Be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful. …  For with the measure you 
use, it will be measured back to you.”  

 
If you judge by externals rather than mercy – that is how God will treat you. 
 
If you judge others by externals – if you judge with evil motives – I accept this one 
because he is good looking and wealthy – I reject this one because she is poor and 
less good looking – this one can help me – that will cost me – that one is probably 
sinful and deserves it – then that is the standard by which we will be judged. 
 
And believe me – you don’t want that. 
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In spiritual terms we are all spiritually challenged, morally ugly and holiness impaired. 
We are spiritually repugnant. 
 
God would never choose us based on our qualities. 
 
But, James says – as those who are loved in spite of our flaws and failures – we need 
to show that same mercy to others. 
 
Brothers and sisters, partiality is evil. 
 
It is so superficial, so opposed to the gospel, so worldly. 
 
God hates it and so should we. 
 
Yes, it is so hard to fight it – but fight it we must. 
 
In the church – we have to banish every shred of partiality. 
 
We have to look like the gloriously diverse mixed multitude of Revelation 5. 
 
We have to radiate the love and acceptance Christ showed us. 
 
Brothers and sisters – set yourself a task – fight to not show any partiality. 
 
Ask God to show you afresh the glory of the gospel. He chose you and loved you not 
for any quality you have – but in spite of them. 
 
Ask God to reveal your prejudices – to show you what might lurk in your heart. 
 
I don’t know what they are for you. Perhaps you wonder about the godliness of 
someone who is divorced, or struggles with same sex attraction or once had an 
abortion. 
 
We all have our demons – the question is whether they are fighting their demons not 
whether they have them. 
 
God doesn’t judge us by our demons – don’t judge others by them. 
 
We have to so immerse ourselves in the truth of the gospel – that God loves us with 
an unconditional love – a love not based on any merit or characteristics in us – and so 
we are to love others in the same way. 
 
Find ways to view all men as created in the image of God. 
 
Find ways to value the brothers and sisters as of great value because Christ is in them. 
 
Then act on the fruit of your meditation. 
 
If that means opening your wallet, inviting someone over, admitting your prejudice – 
whatever it is – do it. 
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Brothers and sisters, as Christians, we are the great beneficiaries of divine impartiality. 
 
Let’s live like it. 
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Wisdom For The ‘Judgy’ 
(James 2:1-13  February 20, 2022) 

 
Main Point: Mercy triumphs over judgment because love isn’t earned.  
 
General Questions: 
 
1. Why are we, even as Christians predisposed to prejudice and judgment? 
 
2. When does a prejudice become evil and sin? 

 
3. Why are we so concerned with superficial externals – looks, wealth, ethnicity, etc? 

 
4. Why do we hate being judged and categorised on externals? 
 
5. Why do we judge and categorise people based on externals? 
 
6. What does God value about us? How does God choose us? 

 
7. How do our depraved hearts hide the truth of our prejudices from us? 

 
8. What are the types of lies that lead us to say – this is not prejudice – it is how God 

made things? 
 

9. Why did Christians struggle to see the evils in things like the way we treated women 
and certain races? 

 
10. What are common stereotypes and prejudices we tend to hold? 

 
11. In what ways can we impute negative ideas of motive, worth and character to these 

prejudices? 
 

12. How does reminding ourselves our brothers and sisters are created in the image 
of God and bear the Spirit of God – help us to suppress our judgments and 
prejudices? 

 
13. Do you think verses 1-4 fit more of a worship service or a church tribunal? Does it 

matter to the point James is making? 
 

14. Why are the rich favoured? In what ways can we think the poor don’t deserve our 
help? 

 
15. On what basis does God choose to love us? Why does not loving in this same way 

undercut the gospel? 
 

16. In what ways can churches favour the rich? 
 

17. What are the potential dangers of putting rich men into leadership positions? 
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18. Why do we often see favouritism as a more minor sin? Why is it anything but minor? 
 

19. What does James mean – mercy triumphs over judgment? 
 

20. Why is this such a fitting way to describe the gospel? 
 
21. How do you think the world views Christians and the church – as impartial and 

merciful or as partial and merciless? Why? 
 
22. Why does partiality obscure the gospel we proclaim? 
 
 
 
Application Questions: 
 
1. What are the externals that you feel drawn to value – wealth, looks, power, other? 

 
2. Why do these draw your heart? 
 
3. How can you fight this sin? 

 
4. What prejudices might you hold concerning others? 

 
5. Do you have any prejudices towards the poor? 

 
6. Are there those in the church or community you should help financially? 
 
7. Have you ever been judged on externals? How did you feel? 
 
8. Are there ways we have not made you feel loved and welcome? What can we do 

to change this? 
 
9. In what areas does GBC/your homegroup show partiality? What do we need to 

change? 
 
10. How can we make sure all men and women are made to feel welcome and loved? 
 
11. What is your role in this? 
 
12. Are there people you can reach out to – invite over, help, befriend? Maybe share 

them with others for accountability. 
 
Pray for God to show you your areas of bias and prejudice. 
 
Ask God for the will to act on them. 
 


