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1 Peter 2:18-25 

Called To Suffer Like Christ 
 

Introduction 

Many of you may know the story of the world famous Baseballer Jackie Robinson (he was the first 

African American baseball player to enter Major League Baseball) 

 

And if so then you’re probably familiar with that great exchange that occurred between Robinson 

and Branch Ricky – Ricky was the Brooklyn dodgers General Manager for many years… 

 

And one day Ricky was prepping Robinson for the taunts, and the insults, and the racist remarks that 

he would inevitably receive as a result of the colour of his skin… 

 

And so Ricky said to Robinson that day: 

 

What are you gonna do when you receive those threats!?!? 

 

What are you gonna do when you receive those insults and remarks and unjust treatment as a 

black man in Baseball?!?! 

 

To which Robinson looked at Ricky and said: 

 

Well… what are you expecting from me… do you want a ball player who’s afraid to fight 

back?!? 

 

Do you want someone who’s not gonna say anything!?!? 

 

And Ricky looks at Robinson and he says: 

 

Jackie, I want a ball player with enough guts NOT to fight back! 

 

I want someone who is humble enough and strong enough to trust in a greater plan than sinful 

retaliations in the moment… 



 2 

 

And friends – in a lot of ways that is exactly the kind of godly attitude Peter is arguing for here in 1st 

Peter chapter 2… 

 

Enduring suffering with your hope and faith firmly fixed in the One who sovereignly owns every 

broken moment and threat we receive! 

 

Because ultimately (as we’re gonna see) we know the One to whom ultimate justice and peace 

belongs! 

 

We know the One to whom ultimate humiliation and persecution was placed upon! 

 

1 Peter 

Now we’ve been making our way through the book of 1st Peter for several weeks now and we’ve 

come to the section of the letter addressing: 

 

Christians & Submission! 

 

It began in chapter 2 verse 11 and is going all the way through till chapter 3 verse 22! 

 

And so after exhorting them to live honorable and holy lives as God’s chosen exiles (verses 11 & 12) 

Peter is now going to apply this principle to their relationships with the outside world – namely: 

 

1. The emperor & authority in verses 13 to 17! 

2. The workplace and Masters in verses 18 to 25! 

3. The home and submission in chapter 3 1 to 7! 

4. And then finally back to the life of the church in chapter 3 verses 8 to 12! 

 

So confronted with the hostility of the world toward the message of the Gospel – how are the 

original readers going to respond in each of these contexts?!?! 

 

Well tonight we come to the second group of submission verses – focusing on verses 18 to 25: 

 

Submission to Unjust Masters 
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Main Point 

And so the main point that we’re going to see as we come to 1st Peter chapter 2 is that: 

 

When Christ calls a Christian to suffer, He bids them to suffer like Christ! 

 

2-point outline: 

 

Like Christ, you will suffer (18-20) 

 

When you suffer, suffer like Christ (21-25) 

 

So one is telling us that suffering is going to come! 

 

And the other is telling us how we are to suffer when suffering comes! 

 

1 Peter 2 

So 1st Peter chapter 2 beginning at verse 18 – Peter writes: 

 

Household slaves, submit to your masters with all reverence, not only to the good and gentle 

ones but also to the cruel. 19 For it brings favour if, because of a consciousness of God, 

someone endures grief from suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is there if when you do 

wrong and are beaten, you endure it? But when you do what is good and suffer, if you endure 

it, this brings favour with God… 

 

Opening Gambit 

Here we see Peter continuing on with this theme of submission – but now he’s zeroing in to the 

authority & submission found in the home… 

 

As you may know slaves in the ancient world were often connected to the family unit; because those 

who could afford them had slaves living in their home… 
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And so Peter’s emphasis seems to be NOT just on submission to authority in the home…but 

submission to authority that is unjust and unloving – submission in the context of Christian 

suffering! 

 

And so although Peter does address a particular kind of Socio-Economic slave in the ancient world 

– I think Peter is addressing all Christians everywhere! 

 

Those of us with a job or any of us who have overseers in life! 

 

In other words: 

 

If you are a Christian here tonight who has endured suffering (past, present, or future because of 

your faith) – this text is addressing you! 

 

It’s not just addressing slaves but all Christians everywhere! 

 

Especially because he has just called us slaves of Christ in chapter 2:16! 

 

Slaves 

Now with that being said, it’s almost impossible to address any New Testament text on slavery 

without first addressing the elephant in the room! 

 

What is the difference between what the bible describes as slavery in the ancient world – and what 

our modern minds think of when we hear the word slavery today…?!?! 

 

See Mahaney definition  

Well in his book on New Testament slavery author and scholar Murray Harris seeks to address this 

very question – when he writes this: 

 

How did ancient slavery differ from modern slavery? Or more specifically what distinguished 

Greco-Roman slavery from the new-world slavery? [well] in the first century, slaves were not 

distinguishable from free persons by race, by speech or by clothing; they were sometimes 

more highly educated than their owners and held responsible professional positions; some 

persons sold themselves into slavery for economic or social advantage; they could 
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reasonably hope to be emancipated after ten to twenty years of service or by their thirties at 

the latest; they were not denied the right of public assembly and were not socially 

segregated; they could accumulate savings to buy their freedom; their natural inferiority was 

not assumed...” 

 

So the difference between ancient and modern slavery according to Harris is quite significant!  

 

Slaves in the ancient world often had the power and status that was connected to their earthly masters 

– so if their master was powerful & successful – they were powerfully successful too! 

 

Slaves were sometimes educated men – doctors, & lawyers, & teachers, & writers! 

 

Often slaves were set free after 10 to 20 years – so that they still had a fruitful and full life after 

their release! 

 

Oftentimes slavery was a way that you could earn Roman Citizenship; after being bought as a slave 

you could be released as a citizen for serving your time! 

 

And so there were actually a lot of benefits to being a slave in the ancient world – and so all of that 

to say is there was a lot of benefit to being a slave in the days of the early Church! 

 

But that doesn’t mean that slaves were not mistreated in the ancient world! 

 

It doesn’t mean that slavery was a good thing! 

 

Because slaves were still oppressed – they were still maligned – and they were still persecuted for 

their faith! 

 

And so although the bible acknowledges slavery as a reality – it does not endorse slavery as 

something to be celebrated! 

 

So this was a cultural identity that Peter is speaking into because 25% of the Roman population were 

slaves! 
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So Peter couldn’t help but address slaves in his letter, because he was writing to a bunch of Roman 

churches! 

 

With all Reverence 

And so having this in mind (Peter is addressing not just slaves but all Christians who suffer) – so 

notice how Peter tells us how we are to suffer – verse 18: 

 

When you suffer, suffer with all reverence! 

 

Now in that word reverence we see a two-fold purpose for Peter’s plan: 

 

1. First reverence has the idea of respect, and honour, and love, humility! 

 

Suffering in a way that shows honour and respect to their masters in authority, despite how their 

masters are tending to treat them! 

 

2. Second that word reverence has this idea of submission out of a fear and reverence for God! 

  

So Peter’s drawing their attention back to something that he said last week! 

 

Where he told Christians (in 2:17) to honour the emperor out of a fear and love for God – the 

ultimate emperor and Lord! 

And so I think Peter has been laying down some bread crumbs for us to follow here – as just a 

chapter before this he’d told us we’ve been ransomed from our former ways (purchased, bought, 

redeemed) by Christ – we are now slaves & servants to God in verse 16!!! 

 

And therefore knowing that we’ve been bought with a price – honour every earthly authority and 

master with reverence! 

 

Knowing that your earthly slavery does not define your heavenly redemption! 

 

Suffering for Good 

What’s more is what he goes on to prescribe for slaves to do in such situations – verse 19: 
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For it brings favour if, because of a consciousness of God, someone endures grief from 

suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is there if when you do wrong and are beaten, you 

endure it? But when you do what is good and suffer, if you endure it, this brings favour with 

God… 

 

3 kinds of Suffer 

And so it seems like Peter is using the topic of slavery as a way of getting into the real topic of 

suffering – because what he really wants to do is talk about suffering – how do we deal with unjust 

suffering?!?! 

 

And so he uses this example of a servant submitting to an unjust master because in the ancient 

world most of the people in the church would have related to this! 

 

And in particular it seems he wants to focus on one aspect and one kind of suffering – and that is 

the aspect of: 

 

Unjust Suffering! 

 

Natural Suffering 

See when we talk about suffering in Scripture there are really 3 kinds of suffering that we 

experience here on the earth – and the first category is what we might call: 

 

Natural Suffering 

 

That is suffering that comes as a result of the fall in Genesis chapter 3! 

 

So things like: aging, and illness, and death, and disease… these are the kinds of sufferings we 

experience on a daily basis! 

 

So, they are natural in the sense that: 

 

1. They affect all of us! 

2. They are not necessarily a result of our personal sin! 

3. And they come as a result of living in a fallen world! 
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And so they are common to all of our human experience… 

 

Natural Suffering! 

 

Just Suffering 

The second category of suffering is what we might call: 

 

Just (or justified) suffering 

 

That is suffering that comes as a result of our personal sin, decisions and poor life choices we make 

– suffering that comes as a result of our sin! 

 

So when you procrastinate on an essay for uni and it’s due the next day – and you have to stay up 

the night before to finish it: 

 

That is a from of just suffering! 

 

When you drink and drive and get pulled over by the cops and you lose your license – that is a form 

of just suffering! 

 

When you neglect your wife and kids and they grow up to become bitter and angry toward you as a 

dad: 

 

That is a form of just suffering! 

 

When you cultivate habitual sin and ignorance of God in an area of your life and then you find it’s 

really hard to change in that area: 

 

That is a form of just suffering! 

 

Right! it’s suffering that comes as a result of our foolish and stupid decisions we make as sinful 

human beings! 
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Bill Murray would say: 

 

Everything happens for a reason…sometimes the reason is that you’re dumb and you make 

bad decisions… 

 

So that is: 

 

Just (or justified) Suffering! 

 

Suffering that comes as a result of our sinful human beings! 

 

Unjust Suffering 

And then the third category of suffering is really the one that Peter is wanting to address – and that’s 

the example he gives here of: 

 

Unjust Suffering! 

 

That is suffering that comes not as a result of our foolish decisions – not as a result of a fallen world 

– but merely because someone is treating us in unkind and unjust ways! 

 

So when you’re ostracized by your family or friends because you won’t affirm them in their sinful 

decisions and life-choices: 

 

That is a form of Unjust Suffering! 

 

When you are overlooked or underpaid at work because your boss knows you are a Christian and 

decides to treat you poorly: 

 

That is a form of Unjust Suffering! 

 

When you go out of your way to help someone in need and they respond with cruel and unkind 

actions: 

 

That is a form of Unjust Suffering! 
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Suffering that comes at the hands of others who are persecuting and mistreating us because our 

faith! 

 

And so this text is focused on unjust suffering and specifically the kind of suffering we experience at 

the hands of others! 

 

Greif 

And so in verse 19 Peter really outlines what is at the heart of this unjust suffering we experience – 

he says: 

 

For it brings favour if, because of a consciousness of God, someone endures grief from 

unjust suffering… 

 

See it’s not so much that we endure grief when we do something dumb and cop the consequences 

of our actions – that’s what Peter basically goes on to say here – he says: 

 

For what credit is there if when you do wrong and are beaten, you endure it?  

 

There’s no credit with enduring a beating when you deserved to be beaten… when you’re a slave (in 

Peter’s day) and you steal a loaf of bread and you get caught; Peter says it’s not commendable to be 

beaten for your sin! 

 

That’s a form of just suffering and punishment that you rightly deserve and it’s not commendable 

in the sight of God! 

 

But rather when we experience unjust suffering…When you pour out your heart to someone you 

love – when you aim to seek someone’s good – when you love and cherish and commend someone’s 

life – and they turn around and stab you in the back… 

 

Like doesn’t that just hurt! 

 

When you give money to someone who’s in need, and they end up lying about their situation and 

they swindle you out of your money... 
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When people lie, and cheat, and steal, and slander your name: 

 

I think those are the ones which sting the most… 

 

The ones that we are closest to, and we consider our closest friends – those are the ones that hurt us 

the most… 

 

Verse 20 

And that’s the kind of unjust suffering that Peter is talking about here – he says: 

 

But when you do what is good [what is kind – what is lovely – what is pure] and you suffer 

for that!!!! – well that is a commendable thing in the sight of God Peter says… 

 

Because that kind of unjust treatment is exactly what happened to Jesus when they crucified and 

beat Him on the cross! 

 

And so if the Christian life is about you becoming more like Christ – if the aim of the Christian life is 

about you becoming more like Jesus and emulating Him – then Peter says that unjust suffering 

(being treated sinfully by human beings) is one of the best ways that you and I can do look precious 

in the sight of God! 

 

It's one of the best ways that you & I can become more like Jesus… 

 

And when you endure suffering for that… Peter says that God looks down on you with a smile! 

 

That our heavenly father delights in seeing His children suffer well! 

 

Right! He doesn’t delight in our suffering – but when we suffer like Jesus  

that is what He delights in! 

 

Point 2 

And so Peter says that: 
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When you suffer, suffer like Christ  

 

And that leads us into point number 2 – verses 21 to 25: 

 

For you were called to this, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 

example, that you should follow in His steps. 22 He did not commit sin, and no deceit was 

found in His mouth; 23 when He was insulted, He did not insult in return; when He suffered, 

He did not threaten but entrusted Himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He Himself bore 

our sins in His body on the tree; so that, having died to sins, we might live for 

righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were like sheep going 

astray, but you have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls… 

 

Now Greek word example there in verse 21 was the word that the Greek culture used to refer to the 

stencil upon which a young child would trace his teacher’s letters… 

 

So I’m sure we’ve all been in school before where the teacher would give to us those little stencil 

sheets where the letters are dotted and lined so that you had to follow the pattern of the letter you’re 

trying to trace! 

 

Well Peter says, that that’s what Jesus is to the Christian who suffers unjust treatment: 

 

He’s our pattern! 

He’s our model! 

He’s our example of how to suffer! 

 

Verse 21: 

  

Leaving you an example, that you should follow in His steps… 

 

That’s really talking about discipleship language – following in the footsteps of your Master’s trade! 

 

So if they treated Jesus like this – then they will treat you the same! 

 

Real Examples 
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And so notice that Peter doesn’t just give us some vague/menial evidences that Christ suffered – but 

Peter actually gives concrete examples of how it is that Christ actually suffered for us! 

 

Speech 

And the first place that he goes to is: 

 

Christ suffering well for us in Speech! 

 

Notice verse 22: 

 

He did not commit sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth; when He was insulted, He did 

not insult in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten but entrusted Himself to the one 

who judges justly… 

 

So the first place that Jesus goes to be our example in our suffering is not speaking back in the way 

of violent threats or deceitful words!  

 

Which by the way is the very first place we seek to retaliate back to someone – isn’t it! 

 

When He was insulted, He did not insult in return; and when He had suffered, He did not 

threaten in return… 

 

That is incredible to think! 

 

Because this has to be one of the hardest areas of the Christian life to tame! 

 

I mean Craig showed us just a few weeks ago from the book of James that: 

 

The tongue has the power of life & death – that it stains the whole body, and sets the course 

of life on fire! 

 

It is one of the smallest instruments and yet it is the hardest to control! 
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And yet here comes Jesus perfect in holiness in every second, of every minute, of every hour, of 

every day, of every week, of every month, of every year, for 33 years!!! 

 

He committed NO SIN – and there was no deceit found in His mouth!!! 

 

The one who had the power to call down a legion of angels and fire in the moments of His 

crucifixion – He did NOT return evil for evil but He prayed for them! 

 

Father forgive them, for they know not what they do! 

 

Spurgeon once said that: 

 

The tongue is the principle instrument in the cause of God: and it’s  the chief engine in the 

way of Satan – give him this tool, and he asks no more. There is no mischief of misery he will 

not accomplish by the tool of the tongue! 

 

Thomas Watson once said: 

 

The sword does not make so deep a wound as that of the human tongue… it has the power to 

wound many in its wake! 

 

And so the first place that Jesus proves to be our example is by way of suffering well in speech! 

 

When He was insulted, He did not insult in return; and when He had suffered, He did not 

threaten in return… 

 

Obedience 

Second – Jesus proves to be our example by: 

 

Suffering well in the way of obedience! 

 

Verses 24 to 25 – Peter writes: 
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He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree; so that, having died to sins, we might live 

for righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were like sheep going 

astray, but you have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls… 

 

Sustained Obedience 

So the first example was by way of speech – this one seems to be by obedience – that is: 

 

Jesus Christ in obedience to His Father continued on with the mission of God even though He was 

being persecuted and beaten by sinful men! 

 

In other words – the example that Peter is giving here, is by way of demonstrating: 

 

The sustained obedience of Jesus Christ to the mission of God His Father! 

 

And that’s the example that Jesus is giving to us! 

 

Now obviously we can’t accomplish redemption for sins – and we can’t be perfectly obedient to 

God in every moment – but what I do think what we can do & learn from this – is that: 

 

When we are being persecuted, beaten, mocked, and scorned, our sustained obedience comes from 

submitting to God’s will! 

 

When we know that God is sovereign – and when we know that God is a just Judge – then that will 

give us the power of grace to be able to continue on with the mission of God in the midst of 

suffering!  

 

So that: 

 

We don’t revile in return! 

We don’t slander in return! 

 

We don’t assault in return! 

 



 16 

But when we are being persecuted and mocked because of our faith our greatest objective in that 

moment, is to stay the course, remember the mission, and obey God’s will: 

 

Just like Jesus! 

 

Jesus was able to trust God in the darkest moments of His life – and He was able to continue on 

with the mission of God despite the sinful persecution of the Jews! 

 

He never sinned in His atoning work for us! 

 

Trusting God’s Justice 

 

But how…how did Jesus do this? 

 

How did he not revile evil for evil – how did he not retaliate with slander?!?! 

 

Well Peter tells us how in verse 23: 

 

When He was insulted, He did not insult in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten but 

entrusted Himself to the one who judges justly… 

 

See Jesus knew that the justice of God would NOT be found in reviling back to others – He knew 

that the justice of God would NOT be found in speaking deceitful words or slanderous tones – but 

Jesus understood that God was the judge and that He would judge justly those in this life who rebel 

against the King! 

 

And friends that’s what we need to know in the moments of our unjust and sinful suffering… 

 

When you are being persecuted and beaten – when you are being scorned and mocked at school or at 

Uni… when you are being mistreated and abused because Jesus is your King you need to: 

 

Entrust justice to the just Judge of all the earth! 

 

Gospel Call 
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Because at the end of the day this is how every single person in this world is going to stand before 

God!!! 

 

Every single person in this world will meet God on the day of judgment… 

And they will stand before Him to give an account of the things that they have done, and the things 

that they have said! 

 

And every single sin will be punished in this life or in the next based upon what they did with Jesus 

Christ! 

 

See the Bible tells us that every single sin in this life will be punished either by the sinner in hell for 

all eternity – or by Jesus Christ dying on the cross! 

 

And the Good that Peter is presenting here in this passage is that: 

 

He himself bore our sins in His body on the tree; so that, having died to sins, we might live 

for righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were like sheep going 

astray, but you have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls… 

 

See the good news of the Gospel is that Jesus Christ (the sinless Lamb) bore our curse in His body 

on that tree! 

 

And in so doing – Jesus takes all of His righteousness, His obedience, His perfection & lays it all 

upon those who trust in Him! 

 

Jesus stands in our place as our substitute; taking on our sin! 

 

And we are seen as forgiven & totally set-free from our sin! 

 

Jesus then rose 3 days later from the dead – demonstrating that He has accomplished salvation & 

redemption for all who trust in Him! 
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And so the bible says that our only response to this message should be: 

 

Repentance & faith in the Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

That if you would simply trust in Christ & Christ alone! 

NOT your goodness – NOT your righteous – nothing in you BUT everything in Him! 

 

Then God the Father will accept His sacrifice IN YOUR PLACE – and you will be saved from His 

wrath! 

 

All because of what Jesus has done in your place! 

 

By His wounds 

And Peter says that because of this: 

 

By His wounds you have been healed… 

 

And that doesn’t mean that you’re healed from your sorrows, or healed from your sickness – it 

means that: 

 

You’re healed from your sin! 

 

As I was saying just last week that: 

 

By the sacrificial substitutionary death of Jesus in our place we are delivered from the Penalty of sin 

– and from the Power of sin – but NOT from the presence of sin in this life! 

 

We are healed from the condemnation and penalty of our sin because of Christ’s wounds… 
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And as a result Peter says that we can now suffer like Jesus – because Jesus has suffered for us! 

 

$3.00 Gospel 

Jesus has suffered so that we may endure the right kind of suffering and persecution because that’s 

what we have been called to! 

 

Listen to this caricature that Carson gives of many Christians today… 

 

I’d like to buy about three dollars’ worth of gospel, please… 

 

Not too much – just enough to make me happy, but not so much that I get addicted. I don’t 

want so much gospel that I learn to really hate covetousness and lust. I certainly don’t want 

so much that I start to love my enemies, cherish self-denial, and contemplate missionary 

service in some alien culture… 

 

I want ecstasy, not repentance; transcendence, not transformation… 

 

I’d like to be cherished by some nice, forgiving, broad-minded people, but I myself don’t 

want to love those from different races – especially if they smell. I would like enough gospel 

to make my family secure and my children well behaved, but not so much that I find my 

ambitions redirected or my giving too greatly enlarged. 

 

I would like about three dollars’ worth of gospel, please [but no more]… 

 

 

Brothers and sisters what does the message of the gospel actually change?!?! 

 

What does the message of the gospel actually transform?!?! 

 

On the one hand we know that it changes our heavenly citizenship – that we are transferred from the 

domain of darkness and into the kingdom of His beloved Son… 

 

We know that we are united to Christ – adopted, loved, justified and transformed through the saving 

work of His ministry… 
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We know that we have forgiveness of sins, communion with the Father, and a guaranteed payment of 

the Holy Spirit in our hearts! 

 

But does the Gospel actually change anything of our earthly perspective…?!?! 

 

Does it change the $3 worth of gospel that we so desperately want but know that we will not be 

happy with once we get it! 

 

Well according to Peter (here in 1st Peter chapter 2) the answer is yes! 

 

The gospel doesn’t just change the way we stand before the throne of God in heaven– but the 

gospel also changes our earthly perspective and the way in which we suffer as Christians with 

unjust treatment! 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


