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Title: Suffering for Righteousness’ Sake 

 

Text: 1 Peter 3:8-22 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Introduction 

 

How should we – as Christians – respond when experiencing unjust suffering?  When we 

suffer because of our faith? 

 

Now – there are several options – but two that we can immediately strike off the list are as 

follows: 

 

• One is the response of assimilation – in which we compromise the Christian faith 

and fit in with the crowd – just to avoid being persecuted for the faith. 

• The other is the response of isolation – in which we withdraw and cut ourselves off 

from the wider world – again – just to avoid being persecuted for the faith. 

 

For – if you remember:   

 

Our identity as “chosen exiles” in chapter 1 verse 1 – and as a “royal priesthood” in 

chapter 2 verse 9 – reminds us: 

 

• That we are neither to isolate nor assimilate. 

• But that we are to permeate. 

 

That’s our calling as Christians in this hostile world: 

 

• We are sent into the world.1 

• We are to be the salt and light of the earth.2 

 
1 John 17:18 
2 Matt 5:13-16 
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So – the question remains: 

 

How should we – as Christians – respond when faced with unjust suffering?  

What should our distinct Christian response be? 

 

Well – that’s what Peter – having addressed the issue of submission to earthly authorities3 

– as we have seen in the past few weeks – turns to focus on next – starting from our passage 

in chapter 3 verse 8 – all the way to the end of chapter 4. 

 

And – friends – this is highly relevant – and pertinent – to us all. 

 

For as Christians living in an increasingly “post-Christian, post-truth, and post-tolerant”4 

world – it is highly likely – perhaps even inevitable – that we will suffer unjustly because of 

our faith. 

 

And Peter’s counsel to us – when that happens – is this: 

 

 

 

We can conduct ourselves righteously in the face of suffering  

because of the confident hope that we have in Christ. 

 

 

 

So – without further ado – let’s jump straight in to our text – and see what Peter has to 

say about: 

 

• Our Conduct in Suffering (vv.8-17) 

• Our Confidence in Suffering (vv.18-22) 

 

 
3 See 1 Pet 2:13, 18; 3:1 
4 Elliot Clark, Evangelism as Exiles: Life on Mission as Strangers in Our Own Land (The Gospel Coalition: 2019), 24. 
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First – our conduct in suffering ... 

 

 

 
1. OUR CONDUCT IN SUFFERING (vv.8-17) 

 

Look with me at verse 8: 

 

“Finally – all of you be like-minded and sympathetic – love one another – and be 

compassionate and humble ...” 

 

What’s interesting to note is that as Peter transitions to address how believers ought to 

respond to suffering – he begins by addressing how believers ought to relate to one 

another within the church – that is – in the Christian community. 

 

And I think Peter begins here because he knows that in a world that is increasingly hostile 

to the Christian faith – the Christian community is – or – at least – should be – the place 

where we can find rest – and refuge – from the onslaughts of the world. 

 

And to be that kind of community – Peter lists five essential qualities that should 

characterise our life together. 

 

We don’t have time to go through each of these – but what I want to do – since these are 

pretty straightforward – is to get us to ask ourselves: 

 

• Are we “like-minded”?  Are we harmonious – and united – in mind – and in spirit? 

• Are we “sympathetic”?  Do we care deeply about the pain – and hurts – of others?  

• Are we “loving”?  Do we truly love one another – not just in word – but in deed? 

• Are we “compassionate”?  Are we moved by the plight – or condition – of others? 

• Are we “humble”?  Do we consider others as more important than ourselves? 

 

Friends – given the times in which we are living – it is imperative that we strive to cultivate 

such qualities in our life together as a church. 
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For this not only lends support – encouragement – and strength – as we live in this hostile 

world – but it also serves as a witness to a watching world. 

 

***** 

 

So – that’s our conduct within the church.  But what about our conduct without the church? 

 

How are we to respond to unjust suffering that comes our way as believers? 

 

Well – Peter gives us two instructions ... 

 

 

Bless, Not Retaliate! 

 

First – we are to bless – and not retaliate. 

 

Look at verse 9 – Peter writes: 

 

“... not paying back evil for evil or insult for insult but – on the contrary – giving 

a blessing ...” 

 

Well – I’m sure you do not need me to tell you – but this is utterly: 

 

• Radical! 

• Revolutionary! 

• And counter-cultural! 

 

It goes against the very grain of how we are wired! 

 

Just think about it: 

 

What is your first instinct when someone insults you?  Or – say – when someone 

cuts you off on the road? 
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I’m not sure about you – but I know what my first instinct is: 

 

• I want to get even! 

• I want to return tit-for-tat! 

 

But Peter is telling us here: 

 

“No!  Don’t do that!  Don’t retaliate!” 

 

Now – the thing is this: 

 

• It is one thing if Peter stops here – but he doesn’t! 

• Peter ups the ante! 

 

Notice how radical this is! 

 

• Peter says that not only are we not to retaliate. 

• But we are to “give a blessing”! 

 

We are to “bless” the person who has cut us off – insulted us – or whatever! 

 

• We are to pray for them. 

• We are to do good to them. 

• We are to ask God to show his favour – and grace – upon them. 

 

Something that is utterly impossible – if not for the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. 

 

And – this – friends – is the distinct Christian response to unjust suffering. 

 

Listen to Paul’s words in Romans 12:14: 

 

“Bless those who persecute you – bless and do not curse.” 
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And in Romans 12:17: 

 

“Do not repay anyone evil for evil.” 

 

Or – the words of Jesus himself – Luke 6:27-28: 

 

“Love your enemies – do what is good to those who hate you – bless those who 

curse you – pray for those who mistreat you.” 

 

So – as Christians: 

 

• We are not to retaliate. 

• We are not to return evil for evil – or insult for insult. 

• Instead – we are to bless. 

 

And why? 

 

Well – Peter continues – verse 9: 

 

“... since you were called for this ...” 

 

Peter is telling us that – like it or not – this is our calling as believers! 

 

• We are not called to respond the way the world responds. 

• We are not called to return evil for evil – or insult for insult. 

• Instead – we have been called to return evil with blessing. 

 

For in so doing – we are but following the example of our Lord – who – as 1 Peter 2:23 puts 

it: 

 

“... when he was insulted – he did not insult in return – when he suffered – he did 

not threaten but entrusted himself to the one who judges justly.” 
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In so doing – we are walking in the footsteps of the one who – on the cross – on that fateful 

cross – uttered these amazing words of blessing: 

 

“Father – forgive them – because they do not know what they are doing.”5 

 

And – friends – in like manner – this is what we have been called to do as believers. 

 

• This is what it means to be a “royal priesthood”.6 

• This is what it means to be “salt” and “light”.7 

• This is what it means to be “children of God who are faultless in a crooked and 

perverted generation – among whom [we] shine like stars in the world”.8 

 

We want to live as witnesses testifying – not just with our lips – but with our very lives – to 

the reality of God in the world. 

 

For the thing is this:  When we respond in such counter-cultural ways – people sit up and 

take notice. 

 

But Peter knows that it is not easy: 

 

• He knows that when we are insulted or reviled – our natural inclination is to defend 

ourselves – to retaliate – or to strike back. 

• He knows that blessing – and doing good – to those who revile us – is probably the 

furthest thing from our minds. 

 

And so – he gives us an incentive – a motivation – in verse 9: 

 

“... so that you may inherit a blessing.” 

 

 
5 Luke 23:34 
6 1 Pet 2:9 
7 Matt 5:13-16 
8 Phil 2:15 
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Specifically – the blessing of eternal life. 

 

Now – just to be clear: 

 

This does not mean that we are saved by our works – by our blessing of those 

who insult us.9 

 

No!  Peter is simply reminding us of the behaviour – the conduct – of those who profess 

faith in Christ. 

 

• This is the fruit – and not the root – of our salvation. 

• It is an evidence of the new birth. 

 

Peter then quotes Psalm 34 to make his point: 

 

Verses 10-11: 

 

“For the one who wants to love life and to see good days – let him keep his tongue 

from evil and his lips from speaking deceit – and let him turn away from evil and 

do what is good.  Let him seek peace and pursue it ...” 

 

In essence – what Peter – citing Psalm 34:12-16 – is saying is this: 

 

If we want to “love life” and “see good days” – which I take to refer to life in relationship 

with God – both in this present life – and ultimately – in the next – then: 

 

• We must keep our tongue from evil and deceit. 

• We must turn away from evil and do what is good. 

• We must seek peace and pursue it. 

 

Simply put – we must live righteously. 

 

 
9 After all, this blessing is something we “inherit”, not “earn”. 
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And the reason for this – as verse 12 puts it – is: 

 

“... because the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are open to 

their prayer.  But the face of the Lord is against those who do what is evil.” 

 

In other words: 

 

• God’s favour – and blessing – is on those who do what is right. 

• But God’s judgment is against those who do what is evil. 

 

And David – who penned this very psalm – epitomises this very truth. 

 

He is an example of one who repaid evil with good. 

 

For – if you remember the story in 1 Samuel 21 – David was on the run from the jealous – 

and murderous – Saul.10 

 

And even though David would later have the opportunity to retaliate – and kill Saul – 

David – not once – but twice! – refused to do so.11 

 

Instead – David chose to trust God: 

 

• He turned away from evil. 

• And did what was good – what was right – in God’s sight. 

 

And – as we know – God ultimately delivered David – and established his kingdom! 

 

And – that – I think – is Peter’s point: 

 

Peter is drawing on the example – and experience – of David – to encourage his 

readers – and us – to do what is right even in the face of suffering. 

 
10 1 Sam 21:10-15 
11 E.g., 1 Sam 24 and 26. 
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Like David – we are to trust God in our suffering. 

 

And we are to exhibit that trust: 

 

• Not just – passively – by not retaliating. 

• But also – actively – by blessing. 

 

And as difficult as that may be – we can rest in the fact: 

 

• That God both sees – and hears – us. 

• That God’s face is set against those who do what is evil. 

 

So – friends – let me ask: 

 

Are there people in our lives – maybe it is our boss – our co-workers – our 

family – who are giving us a hard time because of our faith? 

 

If so – how do you think God would have us respond?  What are some ways we can return 

a blessing for the evil we have received? 

 

• Maybe it is praying for that person. 

• Maybe it is speaking a kind word to that person. 

• Maybe it is showing practical care for that person.12 

 

Friends – whatever it may be – ask ourselves: 

 

Do our actions show that our confidence – our trust – our hope – is in God? 

 

***** 

 

 
12 E.g., Rom 12:19-21 
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So – we are to bless – and not retaliate.  But – secondly – Peter tells us – in verses 13-17 – 

that we are to fear God – and not man. 

 

 

Fear God, Not Man! 

 

Look at verse 13 – Peter begins with a rhetorical question: 

 

“Who then will harm you if you are devoted to what is good?” 

 

A question that expects a negative answer – “No one!”. 

 

For – generally speaking – when we do good – no one will seek our harm. 

 

However – having said that – Peter knows that’s not always the case. 

 

He knows that: 

 

• We are living in a fallen – broken – and sinful world. 

• A world that has been – and is increasingly – hostile to the Christian faith. 

 

That’s a reason why Peter begins the letter by reminding us of our identity as “chosen 

exiles”. 

 

As God’s people marching to a different drumbeat – a heavenly drumbeat: 

 

• We will never quite fit in with the ways of the world. 

• In fact – it is inevitable that we will ruffle a few societal feathers! 

 

Thus – Peter immediately qualifies his statement – verse 14: 

 

“But even if you should suffer for righteousness – you are blessed ...” 
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Now – note that Peter is not talking about suffering because we are obnoxious – but rather 

– suffering because we are righteous. 

 

In other words – suffering – because we are standing up for the truth – because we are doing 

what is right in God’s eyes. 

 

For example – when we make a stand for the sanctity of life.  Or – when we defend God’s 

definition – and design – of marriage. 

 

And Peter says – if that happens – we are “blessed”. 

 

Words that immediately bring to mind Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:10-12: 

 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness – for the kingdom 

of heaven is theirs.  You are blessed when they insult you and persecute you and 

falsely say every kind of evil against you because of me.  Be glad and rejoice – 

because your reward is great in heaven.  For that is how they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you. 

 

So – Peter is clearly encouraging us to have an eternal perspective – to have an eternal view 

of things. 

 

He is reminding us that when we suffer for righteousness’ sake – we are blessed: 

 

• Because it marks us out as God’s people. 

• Because of the eschatological reward that awaits us. 

 

And because of that reality – Peter tells us that we should fear God – and not man. 

 

Verses 14-15: 

 

“... Do not fear them or be intimidated – but in your hearts regard Christ as holy 

...” 
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Peter is here alluding to Isaiah 8 – the context of which is the threat posed by Israel and 

Syria against the southern kingdom of Judah. 

 

And God encouraged Isaiah – and his people – with these words in Isaiah 8:12-13: 

 

“Do not call everything a conspiracy that these people say is a conspiracy.  Do 

not fear what they fear – do not be terrified.  You are to regard only the LORD of 

Armies as holy.  Only he should be feared – only he should be held in awe.” 

 

Simply put – God is commanding his people not to fear the threats of their enemies – but 

instead – to only fear God – and to trust in him alone. 

 

For: 

 

• He is their refuge. 

• He is their sanctuary. 

• And he will vindicate them. 

 

And – in like manner – Peter is encouraging us not to fear those who oppose us – but 

instead – to fear God – and trust in God:13 

 

• We are to “regard Christ the Lord as holy”. 

• We are to set him apart. 

• We are to revere him. 

 

For as Dietrich Bonhoeffer once said: 

 

“Those who are afraid of men have no fear of God – and those who fear God 

have no fear of men.”14 

 

 
13 Cf. Matt 10:28 
14 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship (New York: Macmillan, 1937), 242. 
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And the thing is this:  As we do that – as we do what is right – it may open up opportunities 

for gospel conversations. 

 

Peter thus tells us in verse 15 – that we are to be: 

 

“... ready at any time to give a defense to anyone who asks [us] for a reason for 

the hope that is in [us] ...” 

 

That’s the posture we are to have as Christians – a posture of readiness to give a reason 

for the hope – the “living hope” – that we have in Christ! 

 

Now – if you stop and think about it: 

 

• What this implies is that we are living in such a way that piques the curiosity – or 

provokes questions – from unbelievers. 

• They want to know the reason for the hope that is in us. 

 

So – with that in mind – a couple of good – and challenging! – questions we can ask 

ourselves are as follows: 

 

• Firstly – do unbelievers see the hope that is in us?  That is – do we live in such a way 

that arouses the interest – and piques the curiosity – of unbelievers? 

• And – secondly – are we ready – are we prepared – to give an answer when 

unbelievers ask us about the hope that we have in Christ? 

 

Now – this does not mean that we have to a scholar in the mould of R. C. Sproul. 

 

But what it means is that we should – at the very least: 

 

• Grasp the essentials of the faith. 

• Understand why we believe what we believe. 

• And be prepared to share it with others. 
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And notice how we are to do it – verse 16: 

 

“Yet do this with gentleness and reverence – keeping a clear conscience ...” 

 

I think this is a helpful reminder in our evangelistic endeavours. 

 

Let’s remember that: 

 

• It is not just what we say that matters. 

• But how we say it matters as well. 

 

After all – our goal is not to win the argument – but the person. 

 

For what good is it if we win the argument – and yet lose the person? 

 

Friends – if any offence has to come: 

 

• Let it come from the message of the gospel. 

• And not the messenger of the gospel. 

 

So – we are to defend the faith with: 

 

• Gentleness towards others. 

• Reverence towards God. 

• And a clear conscience. 

 

And why should we respond in such a way? 

 

Well – verse 16 continues: 

 

“... so that when you are accused – those who disparage your good conduct in 

Christ will be put to shame.” 
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Now: 

 

• While our goal of living – and responding – honourably – as seen in 1 Peter 2:12 – 

is the salvation of souls. 

• What Peter is saying here is that – even if that doesn’t happen – those who oppose 

us will ultimately be put to shame – for God will vindicate us on the great and final 

day.15 

 

Our part is to keep a clear conscience before God. 

 

And so – Peter wraps up this section with this summary statement – verse 17: 

 

“For it is better to suffer for doing good – if that should be God’s will – than for 

doing evil.” 

 

***** 

 

So – that’s how we are to conduct ourselves in the face of unjust suffering: 

 

• We are to be a loving – and supportive – community. 

• We are to bless – and not retaliate. 

• We are to fear God – and not man. 

 

But Peter knows this is not easy – he knows that we need some encouragement.  And so – 

he turns next – in verses 18-22 – to remind us of the confidence that we can have even in 

suffering.  And I see two reasons for confidence ... 

 

 

 

2. OUR CONFIDENCE IN SUFFERING (vv.18-22) 

 

The first reason is because of the example of Christ. 

 
15 Cf. 1 Pet 2:6. 



Sermon – Grace Bible Church | 27th March 2022 (Evening Service) | Han 

 

 17 

 

 

The Example of Christ 

 

Verse 18: 

 

“For Christ also suffered for sins once for all – the righteous for the unrighteous 

– that he might bring you to God ...” 

 

What Peter is doing here is draw a connection between the unjust suffering that we may 

experience as believers – with the supreme example of unjust suffering – namely – the 

suffering of Christ. 

 

Peter – I think – is reminding us that God has good purposes in suffering – that he will 

bring good out of it. 

 

And what he shows us is that: 

 

• Just as God brought about ultimate good in Christ’s once-for-all – vicarious – 

suffering on the cross – namely – the salvation of our souls. 

• So too – can God use the sufferings that we experience to bring about his divinely-

ordained purposes. 

 

Peter wants us to know – and rest in the fact: 

 

• There is no suffering that is outside of God’s control.16 

• That God is sovereignly at work in the sufferings that we may face – for our good 

– and for his glory. 

 

***** 

 

 
16 Cf. 1 Pet 1:6; 3:17; 4:19 
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But not only can we be confident in our suffering because of the example of Christ – we 

can also be confident because of – the victory of Christ. 

 

The good news is that Jesus is not only the Suffering Servant – but he is also the Conquering 

King! 

 

 

The Victory of Christ 

 

Look with me at verses 18-22 – Peter writes: 

 

“... He was put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit – in which he also 

went and made proclamation to the spirits in prison who in the past were 

disobedient – when God patiently waited in the days of Noah while the ark was 

being prepared.  In it a few – that is, eight people – were saved through water.  

Baptism – which corresponds to this – now saves you (not as the removal of dirt 

from the body, but the pledge of a good conscience toward God) through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ – who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand 

of God with angels, authorities, and powers subject to him.” 

 

Now – you probably do not need me to tell you – but this is one of the most notoriously 

complex – and difficult to understand – passages in the New Testament – if not the entire 

Bible. 

 

In fact – so challenging is this passage that Martin Luther – the great Martin Luther! – 

once said of this text: 

 

“A wonderful text is this, and a more obscure passage perhaps than any other 

in the Testament, so that I do not know for a certainty just what Peter means.”17 

 

But – friends – in spite of the many complexities of this passage – the good news is that the 

main point – if we follow Peter’s flow of argument – is as clear as day! 

 
17 Martin Luther, Commentary on Peter and Jude, ed. John Lenker (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1982), 166. 
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And that’s what we must not miss whenever we encounter a difficult text.  We must not 

miss the forest for the trees. 

 

And so – the main point that Peter is making in these verses – I would argue – is simply 

this: 

 

Jesus – in spite of the unjust suffering and death that he experienced – has been 

vindicated – and is victorious! 

 

He is the ruling – and reigning – King! 

 

And those of us who are in Christ – even though we may presently be suffering 

in this hostile world – will – likewise – be vindicated – and emerge victorious! 

 

Simply put – Peter wants to encourage us that – in spite of our present troubles – we need 

not fear – and can respond well – because of the hope that we have in Christ – because of 

the pattern that we have seen in Christ – namely – that of: 

 

• Crucifixion – “He was put to death in the flesh.” 

• Resurrection – “[He] was made alive by the Spirit.” 

• Ascension – “[He] has gone into heaven ...” 

• Exaltation – “[He] is at the right hand of God ...” 

 

In other words – it is the pathway: 

 

• From suffering to glory. 

• From cross to crown. 

 

Jesus – in spite of his suffering – has been vindicated – and is victorious! 

 

And – so too – will those of us who are in him be – when he returns! 
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Our vindication – and victory – is sure!  It is certain! 

 

Paul puts it this way in Romans 8:17: 

 

“If we suffer with Christ – we will also be glorified with Christ!”18 

 

And we have this certainty – this confidence – this hope – because of the resurrection – 

and victory – of Christ! 

 

That much is clear.  That is Peter’s main point.  And that’s what Peter wants us to see in 

these verses: 

 

We can conduct ourselves righteously even in the face of unjust suffering 

because of the confident hope that we have in Christ. 

 

 

The ‘Elephant’ in the Room 

 

Now – with that big picture – and main point – in mind – let’s now try to deal – just very 

briefly – with the elephant in the room – (since you guys are probably looking at it!). 

 

I think that the problematic bit is found primarily in verse 19 – where it says that Jesus: 

 

“... went and made proclamation to the spirits in prison who in the past were 

disobedient ...” 

 

Some questions immediately come to mind: 

 

• Who were the “spirits in prison”? 

• What did Jesus proclaim? 

• When did Jesus make the proclamation? 

 

 
18 A loose paraphrase! 
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Now – as I said – this is a difficult text – and one in which scholars are divided over. 

 

There are many views – but – at the risk of oversimplification – let me just briefly present 

the three main views: 

 

 

View #1:  Descent into Hell 

 

The first view claims that Jesus – in the interval between his death and resurrection – 

descended into hell – and preached either: 

 

• To those who died in the flood in Noah’s day – offering them a second chance to 

repent. 

• To Old Testament saints – liberating them from where they were held. 

• Or to fallen angels – declaring his victory over them. 

 

 

View #2:  Preaching through Noah 

 

The second view states that Jesus – or more specifically – the pre-existent – pre-incarnate 

Christ – by means of the Spirit – was preaching through Noah – to the sinful people of that 

generation. 

 

This view – which has quite a few merits – is held by respected scholars such as D. A. 

Carson, John Piper, and Wayne Grudem. 

 

 

View #3:  Proclamation of Victory 

 

The third view – which I lean towards – is that Jesus – after his resurrection – proclaimed 

victory over the fallen angels who were disobedient during the days of Noah. 

 

Four quick reasons why I lean towards this view: 
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***** 

 

Number 1:  This view seems to take into consideration the chronological progression of 

this passage. 

 

In particular – the progression: 

 

• From Christ’s death (v.18). 

• To his resurrection (vv.18, 21).19 

• To his proclamation (v.19) 

• And to his ascension and exaltation (v.22). 

 

***** 

 

Number 2:  The word for “spirits” (plural) in the New Testament – when not qualified by 

any modifying phrase – always refers to angelic beings – and never to human beings.20 

 

So – it is likely that the “spirits” here refer not to human beings after death – but to angelic 

beings – whether fallen or unfallen. 

 

***** 

 

Number 3:  Letting Scripture interpret Scripture – I think that these “spirits in prison” 

can most likely be identified with the fallen angels who disobeyed in the days of Noah – 

which we read about in Genesis 6:1-4.21 

 

Listen to Peter’s words in 2 Peter 2: 

 

 
19 Cf. Rom 8:11 
20 Cf. Heb 12:23 – where the word “spirits” (πνεύμασιν) is modified by the adjective “righteous” (δικαίων). 
21 See also the pseudonymous book of 1 Enoch which provides the background to 1 Peter 3:19-20 – and of which the original readers 
would have been familiar with (cf. 1 Enoch 12–16; 18:14; 21:10; 69:28). 
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“For if God didn’t spare the angels who sinned but cast them into hell and 

delivered them in chains of utter darkness to be kept for judgment – and if he 

didn’t spare the ancient world – but protected Noah – a preacher of righteousness 

and seven others – when he brought the flood on the world of the ungodly ... then 

the LORD knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to keep the unrighteous 

under punishment for the day of judgment ...”22 

 

Jude 6 is similar: 

 

“... the angels who did not keep their own position but abandoned their proper 

dwelling – he has kept in eternal chains in deep darkness for the judgment on the 

great day.” 

 

These cross-references seem to indicate that the same event is in view here. 

 

And – thus – the “spirits in prison” most likely refers to the fallen angels who transgressed 

in the days of Noah – and who are now kept in chains for the day of judgment.23 

 

***** 

 

Number 4:  The verb – “made proclamation” – in verse 19 is: 

 

• κηρύσσω – a general word that refers to the making of an official announcement 

or a public declaration.24 

• And not – εὐαγγελίζω – a specific word which refers to the preaching of the good 

news.25 

 

Thus – the proclamation that Jesus made to the “spirits in prison” need not refer to the 

preaching of the gospel – but could simply refer to a general announcement or public 

declaration – in this case – I contend – of his victory over them.26 

 
22 2 Pet 2:4-5, 9 
23 To this could be added the fact that the term “prison” (φυλακή) is never used in the NT to refer to the abode of the human dead, but is 
often used to refer to the location of Satan or the demons (Rev 18:2; 20:7; cf. 2 Pet 2:4). 
24 E.g., Luke 12:3; Rom 2:21; Rev 5:2 
25 E.g., 1 Pet 1:12, 25; 4:6 
26 Cf. Eph 1:20-22; Col 2:15; Heb 2:14 
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This fits verse 22 – where Jesus is now: 

 

“... at the right hand of God – [a clear allusion to Psalm 110] – with angels, 

authorities, and powers subject to him.” 

 

***** 

 

And that’s the message Peter wants his beleaguered readers – and us – to grasp as well: 

 

Yes – we live in a world that is hostile to the Christian faith. 

 

Yes – the forces of evil may be arrayed against us. 

 

Yes – we may suffer unjustly for our faith. 

 

But let’s not forget what Christ has accomplished. 

 

Let’s not forget the victory that Christ has won. 

 

He is the risen – ruling – and reigning – King! 

 

Jesus’ vindication – and victory – in his resurrection and ascension – assures us 

of our vindication – and our enemies’ defeat and doom. 

 

***** 

 

Now – what about Peter’s mini-digression on the flood – and baptism – in verses 20-21? 

 

Well – I think what Peter is doing in these verses is simply this: 

 

Peter wants to remind – and encourage us – that although we – like Noah and 

his family – are an embattled minority in a hostile world – we will be kept safe 
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from judgment – just as Noah and his family were kept safe from the universal 

judgment of the flood. 

 

And the reference to baptism is simply to assure us that we who have been united to the 

risen and exalted Christ – will most certainly – be saved and delivered. 

 

For baptism signifies our union with Christ in his death and resurrection. 

 

It is a sign of our going under the waters of divine judgment – and then coming out alive 

in Christ. 

 

Just as Christ suffered – died – and was raised – so too will those of us who are in him – 

who have placed our faith and trust in Christ – who have expressed that faith through 

baptism – even though we suffer now – be raised at the last day.27 

 

Now – just to be clear: 

 

Peter is not talking here about baptismal regeneration. 

 

He is not saying that there is something salvific about the act of baptism. 

 

That’s why Peter immediately qualifies his statement with these words: 

 

“... not as the removal of dirt from the body – but the pledge of a good conscience 

toward God ...” 

 

Peter is simply making the point that our outward act of baptism attests – or points to – 

an inward reality – namely – saving faith in Christ. 

 

Simply put – baptism saves because it shows that we are united to Christ – that we are one 

with Christ. 

 

 
27 Cf. Rom 6:5, 8; 2 Tim 2:11 
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And to tie it back to Peter’s overall argument – just to ensure we don’t miss the forest for 

the trees: 

 

Our baptism reminds us that because we have been united to the resurrected – 

vindicated – and victorious Christ – we too will experience resurrection – 

vindication – and victory – in him! 

 

It is a vivid – and tangible – reminder of the sure – and certain hope – and victory – that 

we have in Christ! 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

So – to sum up – what Peter is seeking to do here in verses 18-22 – is to show us why we 

can conduct ourselves in the way he has instructed us to in verses 8-17: 

 

We can conduct ourselves righteously even in the face of unjust suffering 

because of the confident hope that we have in Christ. 

 

Suffering is not the final word for Jesus – and it will not be the final word for us either. 

 

He is the risen – ruling – and reigning – King! 

 

And Jesus’ vindication – and victory – reminds us of two things: 

 

• That our present sufferings are – but temporary. 

• And that our vindication – and victory – is sure – it is certain! 

 

So – friends – let us take heart – be encouraged – and conduct ourselves courageously – 

and righteously – even as we bear – if it is God’s will – the reproach of Christ as “chosen 

exiles” in this hostile world.28 

 
28 Heb 13:13 
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Let us pray. 


