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God is… Just 
Topical Sermon 

10 October 2021 | Grace Bible Church Holland Park | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  Why must God be just? 

Big Idea:  God calls us to be just, like him. 

Introduction 

Superman, Batman, Wonder Woman, The Flash and Green Lantern. 

They’re some of the world’s greatest super heroes and members of the Justice League – a 

team of all-star comic book superheroes in the DC Comics Universe. 

Champions who fight for truth and justice on their own, but who also come together to fight 

the greatest threats to our planet. 

Oh, and to drive sales of lesser-known characters by cross-promoting their comics. 

 

Listen to how the DC Comics website describes the League: 

“The League is the earth’s first line of defense (sic) against threats too 

large for humanity to face alone. 

For decades, the Justice League has saved humanity from the worst 

threats it has ever faced, from alien warlords to ancient demons and 

powerful sorcerers, to the God of Evil himself, Darkseid. And every time, 

they have overcome the odds and saved the human race. 

Although the Justice League is not the world’s first superhero team, it is 

nevertheless the standard by which all other superhero teams are 

measured.”1 

There’s something about stories of good versus evil that make these comics compelling… 

even to adults. 

We all like yarn that sees evil stopped and justice served. 

 

Hopefully we all know that comics don’t exactly reflect the real world though. 

Every day there are injustices in the world. 

Sometimes we experience them on a large scale – injustices with the system that’s geared 

to benefit some people and not others. 

Other times on a smaller scale when we’re directly hurt by other people’s actions. 

And there’s no Justice League in sight to right the wrongs. 
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But what if there really was a super hero who was so just that he simply won’t tolerate 

injustice? 

A being who stands so strongly for right that he deals with every single wrong whether large 

or small. 

A judge who never makes a mistake. 

Surely that would be a super hero far more worthy of getting excited about than a comic 

book character? 

Such a hero would be the standard by which all other heroes are measured. 

 

Of course, I have someone in mind. 

Our God, the God of the Bible, is the God who is Just. 

Talk Outline 

Last week, Rhoison launched a short series looking at some of God’s attributes. 

Through his Word, God reveals himself to us and shows us what he’s like. 

It’s worth taking some time to think about who God is because he alone is God and there’s 

no one else like him.2 

Not because we have to, we’re commanded to or because we must, but simply because he’s 

worth getting to know. 

 

Theology is all about God, knowing God as he’s made himself known. 

This morning, we’re going to be doing theology together. 

Our God isn’t a distant, entirely forgettable entity in the sky. 

He’s awesome. 

Just like you might gaze in awe at a waterfall or a sunset or a flower and just enjoy, the more 

you gaze at God, the more you see his beauty and glory and majesty. 

As I visit with you this morning, my hope is that we’ll get to know the awe and wonder of our 

God a little bit more. 

Not just a passion for God’s justice, but a passion for God himself because he’s just. 

 

I’ve creatively and inventively called today’s talk, “God is Just.” 

The big point we’re going to see is that God calls us to be just, like him. 

Please don’t misunderstand – while I’m both bold and foolish, I’m not so bold and foolish as 

to suggest that we can be exactly like God. 

Nevertheless, he does call us to be like him in some ways. 
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The great news of the gospel is that he calls us to be just, like him. 

 

This’s going to be a topical sermon which is the hardest kind because we’re not going to be 

in one text of the Bible. 

Instead, we’re going to be trying to draw together insights from all over the Bible and bring 

them together to get an understanding of what it means that God is just. 

We’ll be looking at three different points this morning: 

• The God Who is Just 

• The God Who Judges 

• The God Who Justifies 

The God Who is Just 

The first thing we see is that the God of the Bible is the God who is just. 

 

Scripture is very clear, time after time describing God as just. 

Being just means having right behaviour. 

God is morally perfect, good and pure. 

He never does anything wrong. 

His has perfect integrity and is right and true in everything he does. 

 

Here are some verses to consider: 

Moses wrote a song that describes God like this: 

Deuteronomy 32:3-4 CSB17  3 For I will proclaim the LORD’s name. Declare the 

greatness of our God! 4 The Rock—his work is perfect; all his ways are just. A faithful 

God, without bias, he is righteous and true. 

He is just and loves doing what’s right: 

Psalm 11:7 CSB17  7 For the LORD is righteous; he loves righteous deeds. The 

upright will see his face. 

I should point out that the word “just” isn’t in that verse. 

In English, we sometimes use both the words ‘righteous’ and ‘just’ to translate the same 

Hebrew and Greek word. 

And being just is foundational to who God is. 

Psalm 89:14 CSB17  14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; 

faithful love and truth go before you. 
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It’s important to rattle off a whole heap of Bible verses at you, so that you can see that this 

isn’t just a minor theme. 

But what does it mean that God is just? 

We need to define being just Biblically and not simply however we want. 

Justice is always God’s justice, not mine. 

 

The heart of saying that God is just is saying that he’s always morally right. 

Everything he does is just, right and perfect. 

That’s not quite the same as saying that God’s justice compels him to treat everyone exactly 

the same. 

I shouldn’t expect that God’s going to do exactly the same thing in my life as he does in 

someone else’s. 

We’re not all made the same – even physically – but different with all kinds of advantages 

and disadvantages. 

 

It means that God will never, ever do anything that’s unjust because he simply can’t. 

He won’t ever lie or cheat or steal. 

Dishonesty is never part of what he does because it’s not who he is. 

Being just is part of who God is, it’s an essential part of his character to do what’s right. 

 

God’s justice also causes him to have a particular concern for those who’ve had a rough 

deal. 

I’m not just looking for an opportunity to be woke, even though it might sound like it to some. 

God’s justice means that he’s got an interest in making sure that no one is left behind. 

He looks after those who are downtrodden through no fault of their own – the outcast, weak 

and broken. 

Orphans and widows all receive compassion and assistance from God. 

He loves foreigners and cares for the poor, providing for their needs of the necessities of 

life.3 

 

Have you ever wondered about who decides right or wrong? 

A very relevant question for our time. 

The government?  The majority?  Me? 

If any of these were the final authority, that would make right and wrong relative and 

changeable. 
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Well, you mightn’t like the answer, but God does. 

There’s nothing higher or outside of God that he has to conform to. 

R.C. Sproul helpfully said that he’s genuinely a law unto himself. 

 

What gives God the right to choose what’s right and wrong? 

Well, he doesn’t really. 

God didn’t just sit down one day and make up what’s just and what’s not. 

Something is just because of who God is. 

His character and being defines and sets the standard for justice. 

Justice is the outworking of his character. 

Whatever conforms to what God is like is right. 

And because another one of God’s attributes is that he’s unchangeable – immutable – that 

means what’s right and wrong never changes. 

 

Why does God get to be the one who defines right and wrong? 

Because he’s the Creator and that’s the way that he’s made the world to be. 

God isn’t distant, but his character is infused into the very fabric of his creation. 

When you create your own universe, then you make your own rules for that, but in the 

meantime we play by God’s book. 

In Isaiah 45:19, God says, “I, the LORD, speak the truth; I declare what is right.” 

 

God requires those who bear his image to live justly in the world. 

The God who is just tells us what’s right and wrong. 

He reveals what that means to us in what he does and also in what he says. 

He’s laid down for us in His word how we should live in this world, the way that is good. 

Psalm 19:8 CSB17  8 The precepts of the LORD are right, making the heart glad; the 

command of the LORD is radiant, making the eyes light up. 

 

He wants us to treat others in ways that are just. 

God calls us to be just, just like him. 

Micah 6:8 CSB17  8 Mankind, he has told each of you what is good and what it is the 

LORD requires of you: to act justly, to love faithfulness, and to walk humbly with your 

God. 
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Isaiah 1:17 CSB17  17 Learn to do what is good. Pursue justice. Correct the 

oppressor. Defend the rights of the fatherless. Plead the widow’s cause. 

Jesus himself laid into the leaders of Israel who neglected others and bypassed justice: 

Luke 11:42 CSB17  42 “But woe to you Pharisees! You give a tenth of mint, rue, and 

every kind of herb, and you bypass justice and love for God. These things you should 

have done without neglecting the others. 

 

This means respecting every person and advocating for laws that correct injustices. 

We mustn’t dehumanise another human being made in the image of God and treat them as 

property. 

There’s no place for abusing someone weak like a child or someone with a disability. 

It is wrong to steal from someone because we’re strong and they’re weak. 

That’s why throughout history, Christians have often been at the forefront of fighting what’s 

wrong. 

Sadly, there have also been plenty of times when the church has failed to live up to her 

calling and been the one doing the wrongs. 

 

Let me share one way our church seeks to be just by caring for the broken and needy. 

Grace Care is a ministry we’ve launched this year at Corinda and also at Logan. 

It’s just one way we make an effort not to neglect justice. 

We partner with Hands and Feet so that each week, anyone who needs some assistance 

can come and get fresh produce at no cost to them. 

There are families in our community who are really stretched, often because they’re helping 

out others – a sick relative or friend. 

Often they only need help for a short period of time, tiding them over while the slow wheels 

of bureaucracy turn. 

And in our experience, very few people if any people come to take advantage of generosity. 

We get to know them by listening to their story and look for opportunities to speak to them 

about Jesus, invite them to church and other events. 

I understand that on a global scale, many of you are helping in a similar way with operation 

Christmas Child. 

 

The God of the Bible is the God who is Just. 

And he calls us to be just, like him. 
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The God Who Judges 

Because God is just, he’s also the God who judges. 

The God of the Bible will hold the creatures he created to account for what they do and the 

injustices they cause. 

God will judge because his justice means that he has to see justice in others. 

 

Injustice ruins people’s lives and it happens all the time because human beings aren’t just. 

There are people who deliberately pervert justice. 

Then are those who do act justly because they just don’t care. 

I’m sure you don’t have to think too hard to think of a time you were on the receiving end of 

an injustice. 

No doubt you’ll also have heard of injustices in homes, in offices, in governments, by 

authorities and sadly even in churches. 

 

My observation is that a lot of the time, many of us aren’t really interested in what’s right and 

what’s wrong. 

We do things depending on what works for us. 

We’re far more interested in what makes us feel good, rather than justice. 

Except, of course, when we feel like we’re on the receiving end of an injustice and then we 

want the oppressors punished! 

 

God has called us to live justly, but the sobering reality is that every single one of us are 

unjust. 

None of us are the nice, selfless, kind and patient people that we’d like to think we are. 

We’re prone to calling evil good and good evil: 

Isaiah 5:20 CSB17  20 Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who substitute 

darkness for light and light for darkness, who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for 

bitter. 

And our sin hurts other people – often the people we hurt most. 

Paul writes to the Romans: 

Romans 3:10 CSB17  as it is written:   There is no one righteous, not even one. 

 

Sure, we might look like we act justly on the outside. 

But behind the closed doors of our homes, the picture often doesn’t look nearly as good. 

Let alone in behind the closed doors of our hearts and minds. 
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We think we’re safe as long as our injustice is hidden, but one day, God will bring this to light 

and that should make us quake with fear. 

If you’re like me and you’ve been unjust – we’re in trouble. 

 

Our injustice hurts other people – sometimes in unspeakable ways – but the biggest offence 

is actually against God himself. 

Our sin is an offence to his character, who he is. 

A just God can’t have anything to do with evil. 

Psalm 5:5 CSB17  5 The boastful cannot stand in your sight; you hate all evildoers. 

When we sin, we sin against God. 

A little later in the same chapter in Romans, Paul writes. 

Romans 3:23 CSB17  23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 

 

His character is offended and so he is right to judge us. 

In Psalm 51, David goes as far as to say: 

Psalm 51:3–5 CSB17  3 For I am conscious of my rebellion, and my sin is always 

before me. 4 Against you—you alone—I have sinned and done this evil in your sight. 

So you are right when you pass sentence; you are blameless when you judge. 

You might remember that David decided to take someone else’s wife for his own. 

She fell pregnant and so, being the noble man that he was, he had the husband killed. 

We think of David as being a great king, a man after God’s own heart, which he was. 

But this was his great moment of downfall. 

He wronged, Uriah, Bathsheba, the baby that was conceived, his other wives and children, 

the whole nation of Israel. 

In fact it’s hard to imagine anyone who he didn’t sin against, but the one he address in his 

great confession psalm is God. 

 

And that’s why God will judge. 

We’re not simply free to do whatever we want, if what we want to do goes against God’s 

character. 

God doesn’t leave the guilty unpunished, Exodus 34:7. 

He will make things right. 

God’s justice means that he must deal with sin and injustice. 
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Before Adam and Eve even sinned, they were warned that the consequence of disobeying 

God was that they would be expelled from the Garden and experience death, Genesis 2:17. 

Death is the punishment for all sin, including injustice. 

“The wages of sin are death.”4 

It might not happen straight away, but the penalty for our injustice is an eternity in hell, 

separated from the goodness of God forever. 

That is the fate that our injustice deserves. 

 

There is a day coming when God will judge us. 

A day when we need to give an account for all that we’ve done. 

And God will judge us justly. 

Revelation 16:7 CSB17  7 I heard the altar say,  Yes, Lord God, the Almighty, true 

and just are your judgments. 

 

When God judges, he’s always right. 

His justice means that he won’t give someone a punishment that they don’t deserve. 

In the book of Genesis, we read about Abraham, pleading with God to save the wicked city 

of Sodom if there was even a handful of righteous people in the city. 

Genesis 18:25 CSB17  25 You could not possibly do such a thing: to kill the righteous 

with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. You could not possibly 

do that! Won’t the Judge of the whole earth do what is just?” 

 

God’s justice treats everyone fairly. 

I’m struggling for another way to say that it’s just! 

You don’t get off because you’re clever or good-looking or rich or come from a “good” family 

or suburb. 

You’re not at a disadvantage if you’re poor or have a disability. 

He can’t be bribed with a brown paper bag full of cash or be given an “incentive payment”. 

He doesn’t do rough justice. 

God judges everyone against his own standard and finds them wanting. 

 

Interestingly, in the Old Testament, God says not even to favour those who are weak when 

judging. 

In high school PE, I’m sure it doesn’t surprise you to know that I was never in the best sports 

teams. 
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When we played the jocks though, the teachers would sometimes deliberately give us un-

cos a leg up by making calls in our favour. 

God’s not like that.  He always judges fairly. 

 

The problem is that you look around and see that not everyone’s being judged. 

In fact, the very opposite seems to be going on. 

You get in trouble for doing the right thing and other people who are as guilty as sin seem to 

be getting away with everything under the sun. 

Crime often does seem to pay. 

Psalm 73 puts a word to this when it speaks of the unjust, saying, “They have an easy time 

until they die, and their bodies are well fed.” 

And so it looks like God’s not coming through on his promises. 

That’s hard to accept when you see all kinds of injustice around you. 

There are people who are suffering immense pain and nothing ever seems to be done. 

 

Just this week, a woman in one of the postcode community groups I’m part of posted asking 

that someone would tell her story to the media. 

She was willing to pay and she sounded desperate. 

She sounded like she’s wondering if there’s ever going to be justice in her lifetime. 

 

That can make us want to take justice into our own hands, but we actually make really, really 

lousy judges because we can’t see and know everything. 

Making things right means that the judge needs to be able to see everything 

That’s why God’s omniscience – his ability to know everything – that Rhoison talked about 

last week is so very important. 

There are times when you hear both sides of a story and you come to the conclusion that 

you still don’t have the full story. 

James 4:12 CSB17  12 There is one lawgiver and judge who is able to save and to 

destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbour? 

 

Who’d want to be a judge? 

I reckon it’d be a terrible job because there are times when you can’t act because there’s not 

enough evidence. 

And you just know that there are times when you’re going to get it wrong. 

A judge has to be all-knowing to be just, otherwise he can make mistakes. 
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Knowing everything – even in our hearts – means God never gets anything wrong when he 

judges. 

We often want things to be black and white, but we spend so much time living in the grey. 

We might weigh things up, but we don’t know. 

He does. 

 

But a day is coming when God will deal with sin. 

Praise God that on that day he won’t be unsure and nothing will be unknown. 

Every deed and every motive will be exposed. 

And the Just Judge will bring justice. 

Romans 2:5 CSB17  5 Because of your hardened and unrepentant heart you are 

storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath, when God’s righteous judgment is 

revealed. 

Psalm 7:11–13 CSB17  11 God is a righteous judge and a God who shows his wrath 

every day. 12 If anyone does not repent, he will sharpen his sword; he has strung his 

bow and made it ready. 13 He has prepared his deadly weapons; he tips his arrows 

with fire. 

This means that we can trust God to do what’s right. 

That’s a profoundly comforting thought that undergirds just about everything else we know 

about God. 

 

That’s why we wait, trust ourselves to God and seek to live just lives ourselves. 

Peter wrote to churches in distress: 

1 Peter 1:17 CSB17  17 If you appeal to the Father who judges impartially according 

to each one’s work, you are to conduct yourselves in reverence during your time 

living as strangers. 

Jesus told a parable in Luke 18 about an unjust judge. 

He says that God will grant justice, 18:7. 

But the purpose of this is given in verse one – it’s an encouragement not to give up. 

An unjust judge might make us lose heart, Luke 18:1, but knowing that God will judge justly 

allows us to press on. 

 

God calls us to be just, like him, but we’re not and that brings us under his judgment. 



~ 12 ~ 

The God Who Justifies 

Finally, God is the one who justifies. 

God isn’t only just, he’s also the justifier of us. 

He declares us just if we place our trust in him. 

 

Perhaps you’ve still got some issues with God being just. 

Throughout history, people have tried to make sense of God’s justice and how this relates to 

his other characteristics. 

How does God’s justice fit with his mercy and grace? 

Most of all, he’s a God of love, but how do love and justice go together? 

If you’re not onboard this morning, this could very well be the reason why. 

God the judge might sound mean and cruel to you. 

 

If God was really loving, then wouldn’t he just overlook what we’ve done wrong? 

Couldn’t he just let us off without all the judgy stuff? 

You don’t really want a God like that because that would mean that you believe in a God 

who won’t right wrongs. 

God wouldn’t actually be God anymore because he wouldn’t be just. 

 

That leaves us genuinely asking, “What hope is there for us?” 

Well, there is good news! 

God isn’t just going to punish sin – that would make him just, but it wouldn’t allow for his 

mercy and grace. 

It’d also leave us in quite a pickle. 

 

God’s love is shown through his justice. 

He couldn’t just walk away because of his love because it wouldn’t be loving to just let 

people off for free. 

This week, we saw the concern and outrage when Skaf was released from gaol without 

serving his full sentence. 

People were outraged, especially when I understand that he’s shown no remorse. 

 

Instead, God has made away for his love and his justice to work together. 

Because of his great love, he has made a way to be loving to us and remain just. 
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HE will justify all those who believe in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Our sin needs to be punished. 

We can either take that punishment or someone else can take it for us. 

What if someone else were to take our punishment? 

We can be forgiven if the penalty for our sin falls on a substitute who absorbs the hurt and 

wrong into themselves. 

 

I think that Romans 3, is one of my favourite passages in the Bible. 

We had it read out for us earlier. 

Most of us are prone to reading the Bible with our “me” perspective. 

We read the Bible as if it is primarily about us. 

The Bible is God’s Word to us, but it reveals himself to us. 

This passage shows the absolute brilliance of what God has done. 

 

Paul is writing about the dawning of a new era when God’s righteousness has been revealed 

in a new way. 

This didn’t come out of the blue though, everything else in the Bible points towards it. 

God has acted so that we can be declared righteous again through what God has done. 

We are justified, made right with God, through God redeeming us on the cross, verse 24. 

Redeeming is the language of buying back, especially a slave. 

 

On the cross, God presented his son Jesus as an atoning sacrifice in our place. 

God didn’t spare his own son. 

Instead, he was willing to send him to die on the cross so that we can be forgiven. 

Jesus died for sin. 

 

You might be thinking, “But hang on a second, that doesn’t seem very just at all. 

“What about this Jesus bloke? 

“If he takes on all the punishment we deserve, then that’s not really fair to him!” 

He does it of his own accord. 

John 10:18 CSB17  18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own. I have 

the right to lay it down, and I have the right to take it up again. I have received this 

command from my Father.” 
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There was a time when God restrained himself from punishing sin because he was waiting 

for the right time to send his son. 

On the cross, the punishment for OUR sin fell onto Jesus. 

Jesus died to take the penalty of OUR sin on himself. 

He died as OUR substitute and so God’s right anger at sin and injustice was dealt with. 

We sing: “On the cross, as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied.”5 

 

Jesus perfectly obeyed the law for us. 

He didn’t have any guilt that needed to be atoned for. 

That made him free to be a substitute for us. 

He suffered the just for the unjust. 

1 Peter 3:18a CSB17  18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous 

for the unrighteous, that he might bring you to God. 

 

Now we can be declared just by believing in Jesus. 

If you believe that Jesus lived a perfect life for you and died to pay the penalty for your sins. 

Anyone who’s in Christ can be called just because Jesus fulfils the righteous requirements of 

the Law in us. 

 

God used Jesus to demonstrate that he is righteous. 

God is just by punishing our sin and forgiving by taking that punishment for us. 

That makes God both just and the justifier. 

Have a look at verse 26: 

Romans 3:26 CSB17  26 God presented him to demonstrate his righteousness at the 

present time, so that he would be just and justify the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 

God calls us to be just, like him. 

Not from anything we can do but on the basis of what God has done. 

That’s the truly amazing thing – we can be declared just because of what God has done for 

us. 

In the words of the old hymn: 

Because a sinless Saviour died 

My sinful soul is counted free 
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For God, the Just, is satisfied 

To look on Him and pardon me 

 

How can you be declared just and right? 

You need to place your trust in him. 

You need to trust the just judge to make you just. 

You need to repent of your sin, turn away from it, reject it and fling yourself on the mercy of 

Jesus. 

Isaiah 1:27–28 CSB17  27 Zion will be redeemed by justice, those who repent, by 

righteousness. 

Salvation wasn’t bought by us, but for us. 

 

And if you don’t believe in Jesus, then you must take the punishment for your sin on 

yourself. 

That’s why today is the day to place your trust in the God who calls us to be just, like him. 

That’s the free offer of the gospel to all who believe because God is just and the justifier. 

God calls us to be just, like him. 

Conclusion 

Our God is truly amazing – HE is the great super hero, the hope for the whole world. 

He is right and just in all that he does. 

He judges the world perfectly, knowing all that he needs to know to get it right. 

But he’s also the one who can declare us just by taking the penalty for sin on himself. 

 

God calls us to be just, like him. 

What God is like this?  There’s none.  This is our God. 

Let’s pray. 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, 

We echo the words of the Psalmist who says: 

The works of your hands are truth and justice; all your instructions are trustworthy. They are 

established forever and ever, enacted in truth and in uprightness. You have sent redemption 

to your people. You have ordained your covenant forever. Your name is holy and awe-
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inspiring. The fear of you, LORD, is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow your instructions 

have good insight.6 

Please remind us of your payment for our sins in the death of Christ who bore your wrath to 

satisfy your justice.  We are thankful that a loving and just God would do this for us and free 

us to do justice, love kindness and to walk humbly with you.  Give us eyes to see the 

brokenness of the world around us and respond in faith.  Teach us more of your character 

and grace so that we would display the gospel of your Son to those headed for hell.  In 

Jesus’ name, Amen.   

 

 

 
1 ‘Justice League’, DC, 23 February 2012, https://www.dccomics.com/characters/justice-league. 
2 Isaiah 46:9 
3 Deuteronomy 10:18; Psalm 140:12; Ezekiel 22:29 
4 Romans 6:23 
5 Stuart Townend and Keith Getty, In Christ Alone. 
6 Psalm 111:7-10 
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God is… Just 
Topical Sermon 

10 October 2021 | Grace Bible Church Holland Park | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  Why must God be just? 

Big Idea:  God calls us to be just, like him. 

Discussion Questions 

1. What are some ways that we’re similar and different to God? 

2. How does God determine what’s just? 

3. What are some things we’ll do if we’re just? 

4. Why is God offended when we act unjustly? 

5. What qualifies God to judge human beings? 

6. Do you agree that many people care about what works or feels good above what's right 

and wrong? 

7. Is God unloving to judge people? 

8. What does Paul mean in Romans 3:26 when he describes God as being “just and the 

justifier”? 

 


