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Title: The Wonder of Christmas 

 

Text: Luke 2:1-14 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Introduction 

 

It’s been said that “familiarity breeds contempt”.  And I think that’s true – in so many 

ways – and on so many levels. 

 

For example – we often hear about: 

 

• Husbands taking their wives for granted. 

• Children taking their parents for granted. 

• Students taking their teachers for granted. 

 

And the list goes on. 

 

I’m not sure why – but there seems to be something hardwired in each of us that: 

 

• The more accustomed we are to someone or something. 

• The easier it is for us to become unimpressed – bored – or even cynical – about that 

person or thing. 

 

And I think that – as Christians – we are by no means immune to this. 

 

And – perhaps more so – when we have been Christians for quite some time: 

 

• Things that once enthralled us – things that once amazed us – things that once caused 

us to stand in awe and wonder. 

• Now seem mundane – now seem humdrum – now seem commonplace. 
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And this applies even to significant events in the Christian calendar – events such as Easter 

and Christmas. 

 

The great English bishop J. C. Ryle knows this – and gives this warning: 

 

“Familiarity with sacred things has an awful tendency to make men despise 

them.” 

 

How true!  And that’s what we need to beware of as we approach this festive season. 

 

For the thing is this: 

 

It is possible to become so familiar with Christmas – and – might I add – with 

Christmas messages! – that we switch off – and lose the wonder of the 

significance of this earth-shattering event. 

 

We think: 

 

• That we’ve heard it all. 

• That we’ve it all figured out. 

• That we know what is coming. 

 

And maybe that’s true. 

 

But – perhaps – could it also be: 

 

• That we’ve become a little bored? 

• That we’ve lost our amazement? 

• That we’ve lost the wonder of it all? 

 

It’s like the tour-guide who – having brought countless of tourists to view the Grand Canyon 

– has grown numb – even oblivious! – to the grandeur – and beauty – of such a majestic 

sight. 
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But – friends – this ought not to be so! 

 

For what we have here – what we have in the Christmas story – is: 

 

• The most wondrous. 

• The most marvellous. 

• The most glorious. 

 

Of realities in the history of humankind! 

 

And – so – the main point that I want us to see from today’s passage is this: 

 

 

Christmas is the wonder of God’s grace in the gift of his Son. 

 

 

 

And my aim this morning is simple.  I want us to marvel afresh: 

 

• At the wonder of Christmas. 

• At the wonder of God’s grace in the gift of his Son. 

 

And I want to do this by getting us to meditate upon three wonders of the Christmas story 

as seen in our passage this morning – namely: 

 

• The Wonder of God’s Providence (vv.1-5) 

• The Wonder of God’s Condescension (vv.6-7) 

• The Wonder of God’s Salvation (vv.8-14) 

 

***** 

 

We’ll take each of these in turn. 



Sermon – Grace Bible Church | 5th December 2021 (Morning Service) | Prepared by Han 

 

 4 

 

So – firstly – let’s consider – the wonder of God’s providence in verses 1-5 ... 

 

 
 
1. The Wonder of God’s Providence (vv.1-5) 

 

Look with me at verses 1-2: 

 

“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole empire 

should be registered.  This first registration took place while Quirinius was 

governing Syria.  So everyone went to be registered, each to his own town.” 

 

Now – I’m not sure about you – but what I love about Luke is that he is a meticulous 

historian. 

 

If we were to read the beginning of his Gospel account – in Luke 1:1-4 – regarding his 

methodology and approach – the picture that we get of Luke is that: 

 

• He is diligent. 

• He is conscientious. 

• He is assiduous. 

 

Luke has done his careful research – and he has compiled an orderly account of the things 

that have taken place. 

 

And – here – in the opening verses of Luke 2 – he takes pains to situate the event of Christ’s 

birth in a particular moment in human history. 

 

It’s as if he is saying to – or even challenging! – sceptics out there: 

 

“Check it out – if you will.  This is a real event that took place in real time in 

real history!  This is something that really happened!” 
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In other words – it is not mythical – but historical! 

 

***** 

 

And what we learn from these opening verses is that these were dark times for Israel: 

 

• Just as Herod’s reign served as a chronological marker for the birth of John the 

Baptist in Luke 1:5. 

• So here – Augustus’s reign serves as a chronological marker for the birth of Jesus. 

 

Now – what this tells us is that: 

 

• Israel was under foreign oppression. 

• They were under Roman rule. 

• They were in captivity in their own land. 

 

And Luke begins by recording for us that Caesar Augustus issues a decree for all citizens 

to be registered – and this – most likely – for the purposes of taxation. 

 

And this would require citizens to travel back to their hometown – to their ancestral city. 

 

So – that’s the historical setting – that’s the backdrop – that Luke paints. 

 

***** 

 

But Luke – we need to understand – is not just – a historian. 

 

No!  He is also – and perhaps more fundamentally! – a theologian. 

 

In other words – Luke – under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit – records these historical 

details to make a theological point. 

 

And one of the theological points that he is trying to make – I believe – is this: 
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• It is that while Caesar Augustus – who – by the way – is considered to be one of the 

greatest Roman emperors – the one who – among many other things – ushered in 

the famous Pax Romana – the peace of Rome. 

• Anyway – Luke’s point is that while Caesar Augustus seems to be in charge of it all 

– as evidenced in his issuing of a decree – and the whole world going to be registered 

in obedience to the decree. 

• It is God who is – ultimately – really in charge! 

 

For what we see is that Caesar’s decree brought a couple – a lowly but key couple! – to 

Bethlehem. 

 

Look at verses 4-5: 

 

“Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to Judea, to the city 

of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family line 

of David, to be registered along with Mary, who was engaged to him and was 

pregnant.” 

 

Now – you’ve probably noticed the references to “David” in these verses. 

 

References which are meant to evoke in our minds – especially Jewish minds – the Davidic 

covenant in 2 Samuel 7 – a covenant in which God promised King David that his kingdom 

would be established forever – that the Messiah would come from the line of David. 

 

Now – this – coupled with the fact that Joseph and Mary made their way to the city of 

David – to “Bethlehem” in particular – shows that all of these – the decree of Caesar 

included! – was under the sovereign hand – and plan – of God. 

 

For the birth of Jesus – in the obscure little town of Bethlehem – fulfills the prophecy – 

given some 700 years earlier! – of Micah 5:2 – which reads: 

 



Sermon – Grace Bible Church | 5th December 2021 (Morning Service) | Prepared by Han 

 

 7 

“Bethlehem Ephrathah – you are small among the clans of Judah – one will come 

from you to be ruler over Israel for me.  His origin is from antiquity – from ancient 

times.” 

 

So – what this tells us is that the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem: 

 

• Is not an accident. 

• It is not a chance event. 

• It is not fortuitous. 

 

No!  Rather: 

 

• It is part of God’s plan. 

• It is part of God’s purpose. 

• It is part of God’s design. 

 

It serves to fulfill God’s promise – and purpose – to raise up: 

 

• A king – from David’s line. 

• A king – born in Bethlehem. 

• A king who – as we will soon see – is the Saviour of the world. 

 

So: 

 

• At one level – while we can say that it is Caesar who brought Joseph and Mary to 

Bethlehem. 

• At another level – at an ultimate level! – we have to say that it is God who brought 

Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem. 

 

Caesar – in spite of flexing his political muscle by issuing a decree for the entire world to 

be registered for the purpose of taxation – is – in the grand scheme of things – merely a tool 

– a vessel – in the Potter’s hands – to accomplish God’s foreordained purposes. 
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As Proverbs 21:1 puts it: 

 

“A king’s heart is like channelled water in the LORD’s hand:  He directs it 

wherever he chooses.” 

 

And so – what we see in the opening verses of our passage today – is how God sovereignly 

– and providentially – works through the events of history – even through free human 

decisions – to accomplish his purpose of having the Messiah born in Bethlehem. 

 

***** 

 

And – friends – what a reassuring truth this is! 

 

• To know that God is absolutely sovereign over all the affairs of the world! 

• To know that God’s purposes can – and will – never be thwarted!1 

 

This is something we can all take heart – and find stability – in: 

 

• Whatever our lot. 

• And whatever our circumstance in life. 

 

For we know: 

 

• That God has everything planned out. 

• That God “works all things according to the counsel of his will.”2 

• That God has everything under control. 

 

In fact – if we were to change just one little detail of where – and when – Jesus was born – 

the whole plan of salvation would be undone.  But – from eternity past – God planned 

every single part – and saw to it that his plan would come about. 

 

 
1 Job 42:2; Dan 4:35 
2 Eph 1:11 (ESV) 
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So – for those of us who may have a propensity to be overly-anxious – or for those of us 

who may be apt to complain about our lot in life – listen to this counsel from J. C. Ryle: 

 

“Let us ever rest our souls on the thought, that times are in God’s hand (Psalm 

31:15).  He knows the best season for sending help to his church – and new light 

in the world.  Let us beware of giving way to over-anxiety about the course of 

events around us – as if we knew better than the King of kings what time relief 

should come.”3 

 

And – then – he continues: 

 

“The heart of a believer should take comfort in the recollection of God’s 

providential government of the world.  A true Christian should never be greatly 

moved or disquieted by the conduct of the rulers of the earth.  He should see 

with the eye of faith a hand overruling all that they do to the praise and glory 

of God.  He should regard every king and potentate ... as a creature who – with 

his power can do nothing but what God allows – and nothing which is not 

carrying out God’s will.” 

 

Or – in the much more succinct – and famous – words of Charles Spurgeon: 

 

“The sovereignty of God is the pillow upon which the child of God rests his head 

at night – giving perfect peace.” 

 

Friends – what a comforting truth this is: 

 

• To know that God is accomplishing his purposes in – and through – the events that 

transpire in the course of history. 

• To know that “all things work together for the good of those who love God – who are 

called according to his purpose”.4 

• To know that God has a plan for your life – and he knows what he is doing. 

 
3 J. C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on Luke, Vol. 1 (Carlisle: Banner of Truth, 2020), 39. 
4 Rom 8:28 
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***** 

 

So – friends – this Christmas – let’s rest in – and marvel afresh – at the wonder of God’s 

providence – in that – as Galatians 4:4 puts it: 

 

“... when the fullness of time had come – God sent forth his Son ...”5 

 

***** 

 

Secondly – let’s consider – the wonder of God’s condescension ... 

 

 

 

2. The Wonder of God’s Condescension (vv.6-7) 

 

Look at verses 6-7: 

 

“While they were there, the time came for her to give birth.  Then she gave birth 

to her firstborn son, and she wrapped him tightly in cloth and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no guest room available for them.” 

 

Now – friends – I want you to picture the scene. 

 

I want you to marvel at the humbleness – the lowliness – the obscureness – of the birth of 

the Messiah – of Christ the King! 

 

• Not only was Jesus – the darling of heaven – born into a broken and sinful world. 

• But he was also born in most obscure – and insignificant – of towns. 

• And – in the humblest of circumstances. 

 

 
5 Gal 4:4 (ESV) 
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Unlike – if you remember – the birth of – say – Prince George, Princess Charlotte, or Prince 

Louis to William and Kate – each of which – attracted thousands – if not millions! – of 

viewership and fanfare – there was nothing: 

 

• No hype 

• No celebration 

• No pageantry 

 

For the birth – note this: 

 

• Not just of any human prince. 

• But of the one who is none other than the King of kings and the Lord of lords! 

 

In fact – there wasn’t even a guest room available for him! 

 

And because there was no guest room available – most scholars believe that Jesus was born 

in a cave – or perhaps – a stable – that was attached to one of these houses. 

 

A cave – or stable – where the animals of travellers are kept. 

 

And there – Mary – we are told – laid him in an improvised crib – “a manger” – which – 

by the way – is most likely a feeding trough of some sort for animals. 

 

***** 

 

Got the picture in your mind? 

 

Jesus – the King of kings and Lord of lords – was born: 

 

• Not in a palace. 

• Not in a throne room. 

• Not even in the guest room of a house. 
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But – most probably: 

 

• In a stable. 

• Among the animals. 

• In a manger – that is – the feeding trough of animals. 

 

And – friends – what we need to understand is that the scene is: 

 

• Anything but serene. 

• Anything but idyllic. 

• Anything but tranquil. 

 

I like how Kent Hughes paints the scene for us – he writes: 

 

“If we imagine that Jesus was born in a freshly swept, county fair stable, we 

miss the whole point.  It was wretched – scandalous!  There was sweat and pain 

and blood and cries as Mary reached up to the heavens for help.  The earth was 

cold and hard.  The smell of birth mixed with the stench of manure and acrid 

straw made a contemptible bouquet.  Trembling carpenter’s hands, clumsy 

with fear, grasped God’s Son slippery with blood – the baby’s limbs waving 

helplessly as if falling through space – his face grimacing as he grasped in the 

cold and his cry pierced the night.”6 

 

Simply put: 

 

• Not only was it a humble birth. 

• It was also an ‘ordinary’ birth. 

• It was a messy birth. 

 

That – friends – is the picture of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 
6 R. Kent Hughes, Luke, Volume 1: That You May Know the Truth (Wheaton: Crossway, 1998), 83. 
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Born not in the midst of all the pomp and fanfare that is associated with royalty – but in 

humility and obscurity. 

 

Such is our King! 

 

• Our humble King! 

• Our Servant King! 

• Our Saviour King! 

 

One whose humble and lowly birth foreshadows the way of humility and suffering that 

would characterise his life and ministry – the Son of Man who “... has no place to lay his 

head”.7 

 

***** 

 

Now – friends – I want you to think for a moment: 

 

Do you think a sovereign God could have arranged for Jesus the King to be born in the 

finest of palaces – or at least! – in a proper house – a place that is conducive for birth? 

 

Most definitely! 

 

But – instead – God – in his wisdom – saw to it that Jesus was born: 

 

• Not in a luxurious palace. 

• But in a lowly manger. 

• In the humblest of circumstances. 

 

And why? 

 

Well – I believe it is so as to associate – and relate – with: 

 

 
7 Luke 9:58 
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• The lowliest of the low. 

• The poorest of the poor. 

 

It is so that he might be accessible: 

 

• Not just to the elite. 

• Not just to the high and mighty. 

• But to all. 

 

Now – I’m not sure about you – but I think our minds should marvel – even boggle! – at 

this very thought: 

 

• That one so high should humble himself so low. 

• That the infinite one should take on finite flesh. 

• That the one who upholds all things by the word of his power should come as a 

helpless babe – and be born in such humble circumstances. 

 

As Paul puts it in Philippians 2:5-8: 

 

“... [Jesus], who existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with God 

as something to be exploited.  Instead he emptied himself by assuming the form 

of a servant, taking on the likeness of humanity.  And when he had come as a 

man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death – even to 

death on a cross.” 

 

What love!  What condescension!  What grace! 

 

That’s the wonder of Christmas!  And that’s what we are celebrating during Christmas! 

 

• The humble birth of our Saviour King! 

• That – though he was rich – for our sake – became poor – so that – by his poverty – 

we might become rich.8 

 
8 2 Cor 8:9 
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So – friends – let’s marvel afresh at the wonder of God’s condescension in the Incarnation 

of the Son – that he came: 

 

• Not as a full-grown man. 

• But as a helpless baby. 

• And in such lowly – and humble – circumstances. 

 

***** 

 

Thirdly – and finally – let’s consider – the wonder of God’s salvation in verses 8-14 ... 

 

 

 

3. The Wonder of God’s Salvation (vv.8-14) 

 

And we see this in: 

 

• Who it appears to – its recipients. 

• And what it is about – its content. 

 

 

The Recipients 

 

So – firstly – let’s consider – its recipients. 

 

Look at verses 8-9: 

 

“In the same region, shepherds were staying out in the fields and keeping watch 

at night over their flock.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.” 

 

So – the scene shifts. 
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The scene shifts from an obscure stable in Bethlehem – to a remote field not too far away. 

 

Imagine: 

 

• It’s a cold – dark – and wintry night. 

• Shepherds were going about their usual business of keeping watch over their flock. 

• When all of a sudden – out of nowhere – a bright – glorious – and resplendent light 

pierces through the darkness of the night! 

 

Now – I think we are meant to hear echoes of Isaiah 9:2 with this scene – where Isaiah 

writes: 

 

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light – a light has dawned on 

those living in the land of darkness.” 

 

And the reason for this is because there are notable parallels between Luke 2 and Isaiah 9. 

 

For example – in both passages: 

 

• We see the motif of joy (Luke 2:10; cf. Isa 9:3). 

• We see the mention of the birth of a child (Luke 2:11; cf. Isa 9:6). 

• We see hints of the Davidic Messiah (Luke 2:11; cf. Isa 9:7). 

• And we see the theme of peace (Luke 2:14; cf. Isa 9:6-7). 

 

Both these passages are integrally-tied to each other. 

 

So – something momentous is happening in our passage! 

 

And what we see is that a light has dawned in the midst of darkness. 

 

And – the shepherds – we are told – were “terrified”. 
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Or – more literally – they “feared a great fear” – a “mega fear”. 

 

And rightly so! 

 

For what we have here is not just the appearance of an angel – which – by the way – in 

Scripture – always elicits the same kind of response from people – namely – fear! 

 

But what we have here is nothing less than: 

 

• The blazing glory of the Lord. 

• The very presence of God himself.9 

• The bright and penetrating light of God’s glory shining upon the souls of sinful 

men. 

 

And they – like Isaiah of old10 – and like us today! – were certainly to be undone – were it 

not for the fact: 

 

• That the angel had not come in judgment – but in grace. 

• The angel had come to announce the greatest news of all time. 

 

Verse 10: 

 

“But the angel said to them, ‘Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good 

news of great joy that will be for all the people ...” 

 

We’ll examine the content of this “good news” in a moment – but for now – I want us to 

focus on its recipients.  For – in so doing – I believe we will catch a glimpse of the wonder 

of God’s grace. 

 

And what we see in our passage is that the most glorious of announcements came to the 

most lowly of people – the shepherds. 

 
9 Cf. Exod 24:16-17 
10 Isa 6:5 
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Now – I think it is instructive that the angel did not appear – that the announcement did 

not come – first and foremost – to the elite – to the high and mighty of society. 

 

• It came not to the governing authorities in Rome.  Not Augustus.  Not Herod. 

• It came not to the religious leaders in Jerusalem.  Not the Pharisees.  Not the 

Sadducees. 

 

That’s who we – in our natural minds – think that such an important – and epoch-shaping 

– news as this – would – and should – go to first and foremost. 

 

But no!  God’s ways are not our ways!  God’s thoughts are not our thoughts!11 

 

What we see – instead – is that this news – this glorious birth announcement – came – first 

and foremost – to the lowly shepherds. 

 

Now – what we need to understand about shepherds in the first-century is this: 

 

• They were the outcasts of society. 

• They were – by the nature of their work – viewed as ceremonially unclean. 

• They were viewed as untrustworthy – so much so that they were not allowed to 

testify in court. 

 

And so – the question begs to be asked – Why? 

 

Why did God send his mighty angels to make this glorious announcement – not 

to the high and mighty of society – but to the lowly and despised of society – the 

shepherds? 

 

Well – I believe the answer is simple: 

 

 
11 Isa 55:8-9 
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It is to make it abundantly clear – with no shadow of doubt whatsoever! – that 

this glorious news of the Saviour’s birth is for all people! 

 

For the shepherds – these humble and lowly shepherds – by virtue of being ordinary folk – 

are representative of all people. 

 

And the point I believe we are meant to take-away from this – is this: 

 

None – no one – is so low – so despised – so cast out – that they are beyond the 

reach of God’s grace. 

 

And so – this glorious announcement – through the mighty angels – comes to these humble 

shepherds. 

 

• It comes to the lowly. 

• It comes to the least. 

• It comes to the left out. 

 

And – if we are familiar with Luke’s Gospel – this should not surprise us. 

 

For this theme of reversal – in which the proud are humbled – and the lowly are exalted – 

is prevalent – it pervades Luke’s Gospel account. 

 

In fact – this seems to be God’s modus operandi – God’s way of working: 

 

As Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 1:26-29: 

 

“Brothers and sisters, consider your calling:  Not many were wise from a human 

perspective, not many powerful, not many of noble birth.  Instead, God has chosen 

what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen what is weak 

in the world to shame the strong.  God has chosen what is insignificant and 

despised in the world – what is viewed as nothing – to bring to nothing what is 

viewed as something – [and why?] – so that no one may boast in his presence.” 
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And so – the glorious news of the birth of Christ came not – first and foremost – to the high 

and mighty of society – but to the lowly and despised of society – to the shepherds. 

 

And this is great news! 

 

Because it shows us that the gospel is for all people.  It is for everyone! 

 

That’s the marvel – that’s the wonder – of God’s salvation – that we can celebrate – that we 

can thank God for – this Christmas! 

 

***** 

 

But not just that – it can also be seen in the content of the angelic message. 

 

 

The Content 

 

Look at verse 10 again: 

 

“But the angel said to them, ‘Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good 

news of great joy that will be for all the people.” 

 

So – in response – and in contrast – to the shepherds’ “great fear” – the angel announces 

here good news of “great joy”. 

 

By the way – don’t you love the phrase – “good news of great joy for all the people”? 

 

I love it! 

 

That’s a great description – an apt description! – of the Christmas message! 

 

And – again! – notice the extent of the good news. 
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It is for “all the people” – that is: 

 

• It is for everyone. 

• It is for all kinds of people. 

• Whether shepherds or kings – rich or poor – Jew or Gentile. 

 

And what’s this good news? 

 

Well – verse 11 – the angel continues: 

 

“Today in the city of David a Saviour was born for you – who is the Messiah – 

the Lord.” 

 

So – the good news of great joy that will be for all the people is that a Saviour is born – the 

Messiah – or Christ – the Lord! 

 

This – friends – lies at the heart of the Christmas story! 

 

It constitutes the essence of the Christmas message! 

 

And it is an astounding message!  A message that reveals the wonder – the magnitude – of 

God’s grace! 

 

Notice the little words – the personalised words – “for you”: 

 

“Today in the city of David a Saviour was born – for you ...” 

 

In Greek – this is known as a dative of advantage. 

 

In other words – it is “for the benefit” – or “in the interest” – of someone or something. 

 

That is – the baby in the manger was born – for the shepherds – and – by extension – for 

us! 
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It is for our benefit – it is in our interest – that Christ was born! 

 

Amazing! 

 

***** 

 

Now – notice the titles that are being used of Jesus here: 

 

 

“Saviour” 

 

We are told that he is – the “Saviour”. 

 

Now – in the context of the Roman world – this must have stood out – for there is a first-

century inscription from Asia Minor that reads: 

 

“Divine Augustus Caesar – son of a god, imperator (im-puh-rah-ter) of land 

and sea – the benefactor and saviour (σωτήρ) of the whole world.”12 

 

What this tells us is that – in the first century at least – Augustus is widely acclaimed to be 

the “saviour” of the world. 

 

But the angel here is proclaiming is that – Jesus – not Augustus – is the true Saviour of the 

world! 

 

Friends – let’s not miss this: 

 

Unto us is born – a Saviour! 

 

Now – what this implies – if we read between the lines! – is that: 

 

 
12 Paul J. Achtemeier, Joel B. Green, and Marianne Meye Thompson, Introducing the New Testament: Its Literature and Theology (Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2006), 26. 
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• We need saving! 

• We need rescuing! 

• We need delivering! 

 

And we all know – from Scripture – and from experience – that our biggest problem – if 

we are honest – is sin. 

 

Our biggest problem is that we have not lived in the way that we ought to have lived: 

 

• We have not obeyed God the way we should. 

• We have not honoured God the way we should. 

• We have not glorified God the way we should. 

 

Our biggest problem – as Paul puts it in Romans 3:23 is that – “we have all sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God”. 

 

• We have offended God. 

• We have angered God. 

• We are under the just wrath of a holy God. 

 

That’s what we need to be saved from. 

 

That’s what we need to be rescued from. 

 

That’s what we need to be delivered from. 

 

And it is here – it is against this dark backdrop of human sin and depravity – that we see – 

more clearly – the beauty – splendour – and wonder – of the Christmas story! 

 

For God is not only holy and just – he is also loving and gracious. 

 

And it is to guilty – vile – and lost – sinners such as us: 
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• That God sent a Saviour into the world. 

• That Christ was born. 

 

And – listen to this: 

 

• He was born – to die! 

 

Jesus was born for the express purpose of dying: 

 

• In our place. 

• And for our sin. 

 

And this – to reconcile us back to God. 

 

That’s what the title “Saviour” alludes to here. 

 

And – that – friends – is the wonder of Christmas! 

 

The wonder of Christmas is that God gave the gift of his beloved Son to the world: 

 

• A Son who was born into this lost and broken world. 

• A Son who would live as a man – identifying with us in this world. 

• A Son who would one day lay down his life on the cross – for our sins. 

 

That’s why – the angel says – this is “good news of great joy” that will be for “all the 

people”! 

 

 

“Messiah, the Lord” 

 

But – friends – not only is Jesus the “Saviour”: 

 

He is also – the “Messiah” – or “Christ” – the “Lord”. 
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In other words – he is: 

 

• The “Anointed One”. 

• The exalted One. 

• The Sovereign King. 

 

Now – I think this is significant – for what this teaches us is that Jesus is both Saviour and 

Lord. 

 

In other words – contrary to the claims of some – we can’t receive Jesus as Saviour – but 

not as Lord. 

 

No!  The two go together!  He is both Saviour and Lord! 

 

If he is not Lord – he is not Saviour! 

 

In any case – what these titles remind us is that: 

 

• Jesus is the high and exalted One. 

• He is the King of kings – and the Lord of lords! 

 

And yet – as we have already seen – and contrary to expectations – this high and exalted One 

– this “Saviour” – this “Messiah” – this “Lord” – this one who is none other than the Son 

of God – came in a most lowly and humble way. 

 

Listen to the angel’s concluding words in verse 12: 

 

“This will be the sign for you:  You will find a baby wrapped tightly in a cloth and 

lying in a manger.” 

 

That’s the sign!  And it was totally unexpected! 
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The long-awaited for Messiah – coming: 

 

• Not as a full-grown man. 

• Not as a mighty king. 

• But as a helpless babe! 

 

And born: 

 

• Not in a royal palace – wrapped in royal clothes. 

• But in a lowly stable – in a feeding trough! – wrapped in swaddling cloth. 

 

That – friends – is “the sign”: 

 

The King – coming as a baby – to be our Saviour! 

 

• A King who was born for us! 

• A King who came – “not to be served – but to serve – and to give his life as a ransom 

for many”.13 

 

***** 

 

And – with that glorious birth announcement complete – Luke records for us – verses 13-

14: 

 

“Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising 

God and saying: Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to people 

he favours!” 

 

Perhaps – in a fitting climax to all that has been announced – namely – of God taking on 

flesh – and coming to save his people from their sin – the whole host of heaven could 

contain it no longer! 

 

 
13 Mark 10:45 
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Myriads and myriads of angels burst onto the scene.  They fill the night sky – and erupt in 

stupendous praise and worship unto God – singing: 

 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven – and peace on earth to people he favours!” 

 

What a sight this must have been to behold! 

 

Angels filling the night sky – ascribing – praise – honour – and glory – to God! 

 

And why? 

 

Well – because – with the birth of this child: 

 

• God’s eternal plan of salvation has been put into effect! 

• It has burst into human history! 

• Bringing peace to those with whom he is pleased! 

 

***** 

 

Now – notice – by the way – that while this “good news of great joy” is for everyone – the 

“peace” – the salvation – that Christ brings does not automatically apply to everyone. 

 

It applies only to those whom God “favours” – to those with whom he is “pleased”. 

 

This is a technical term that refers to God’s grace in election.  It refers: 

 

• To the elect of God. 

• To those – as Mary puts it in Luke 1:50 – who “fear him”. 

• To those who place their trust in him. 

 

So – friends – if you are here – and if you have yet to place your faith in Christ – I want to 

encourage you to do so today. 

 



Sermon – Grace Bible Church | 5th December 2021 (Morning Service) | Prepared by Han 

 

 28 

For this good news – this glorious news! – of our Saviour’s birth – and subsequent death 

and resurrection – demands a response. 

 

It demands a response of believing – trusting – and receiving this free – and gracious – gift 

of salvation! 

 

As John 3:16 puts it: 

 

“For God loved the world in this way:  He gave his one and only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” 

 

This – friends – is the wonder of God’s salvation in Christmas! 

 

That’s what we are celebrating in Christmas! 

 

Charles Wesley puts it this way in his famous Christian hymn: 

 

Hark the herald angels sing, 

Glory to the newborn King. 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled. 

 

That – friends – is an apt summary of the wonder of Christmas: 

 

God’s gracious gift of his Son so that God and sinners may be reconciled! 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Well – friends – if you are a Christian – chances are that: 

 

• All that has been said is probably nothing new to you. 
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• You’ve probably heard – read – and sung – the Christmas story more times than 

you can remember. 

• You’re probably familiar with it all. 

 

But the question that I want to leave with us is this: 

 

Have you lost the wonder of Christmas? 

 

• Of the fact that God came to save you? 

• Of the lengths that he took to save you? 

• That it cost God everything to save you? 

 

And for the unbelievers in our midst – we are glad that you are here with us – but what I 

want to say is this: 

 

• This could be a day of great news – and great joy – for you – if you would but place 

your faith in Christ. 

• So – I want to encourage you – do talk to someone – talk to one of the pastors – 

after the service – and we would be more than glad to share more with you. 

 

Well – friends – let me close with this quote from J. I. Packer – for I think it is an apt 

reminder for all of us: 

 

“The Christmas message is that there is hope for a ruined humanity – hope for 

pardon – hope of peace with God – hope of glory – [and why?] – [well!] – because 

at the Father’s will Jesus Christ became poor and was born in a stable – so that 

thirty years later he might hang on a cross.  It is the most wonderful message 

that the world has ever heard – or will hear.”14 

 

Amen! 

  

 
14 J. I. Packer, Knowing God (Downers Grove: Inter-Varsity, 1973), 63. 
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The Wonder of Christmas 

Luke 2:1-14 

 
 

Main Point: 

Christmas is the wonder of God’s grace in the gift of his Son. 
 

 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1. How many Christmases have you celebrated / how many Christmas messages have 

you sat under?  Do you still possess the same awe and wonder that you had when 

celebrating your very first Christmas / when sitting under your very first Christmas 

message? 

 

2. Do you think it is true that Christians tend to let familiarity with Christmas breed 

contempt in their hearts?  Why do you think this might be so?  How can we guard our 

hearts / rectify this trend? 

 
3. Read Luke 2:1-5. 

a. What do you think is the significance of Luke recording historical figures such 

as Caesar Augustus and Quirinus?  What does this teach us about Scripture? 

b. Why do you think Luke takes pains to mention “the city of David” – and that 

Joseph was “of the house and family line of David”? 

c. What is the significance of Jesus being born in Bethlehem? 

d. What is “providence”?  Define it in your own words. 

e. What are some evidences of God’s providence in these verses? 

f. Why do you think the doctrine of divine providence should bring comfort, 

encouragement, and strength to our souls as believers? 

 

4. Read Luke 2:6-7. 

a. Why do you think God ordained / purposed that Jesus be born in the obscure 

and little town of Bethlehem – and in a lowly manger? 

b. What does the fact of Jesus’ condescension do to your soul (cf. Phil 2:5-8)? 
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c. In what way is Caesar Augustus contrasted with Jesus (compare vv.1-5 with 

vv.6-7)?  What are some lessons we can learn from this? 

 

5. Read Luke 2:8-11. 

a. Compare Luke 2:8-14 with Isaiah 9:1-7.  What are some parallels that you 

observe between these two passages?  What do you think is the significance 

of these parallels for our passage (i.e., Luke 2)? 

b. What is the significance of the angel appearing and bringing the glorious birth 

announcement to lowly and despised shepherds?  What does it teach us about 

God / this good news? 

c. Normally, when a baby is born, we say that it is born to his or her parents.  But 

verse 11 tells us that the baby Jesus was born “for you” (CSB) or “to you” 

(NIV).  What do you think is the significance of this fact? 

d. What is the content of the good news?  Why do you think it is aptly called 

“good news of great joy”? 

e. What is the significance of the titles used of Jesus in verse 11?  What does it 

teach us about Christ?  About us? 

 

6. Read Luke 2:12-14. 

a. What “sign” do you think the shepherds would have been expecting after the 

glorious announcement of the birth of the long-awaited Messiah in verses 10-

11? 

b. What “sign” did they find instead?  What is the significance of this “sign”?  

What does it teach us about God and his ways? 

c. Why do you think the angels ascribe this song of praise to God – “Glory to 

God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to people he favours” (v.14)? 

d. What do you think is the significance of the phrase “peace on earth to people 

he favours” (v.14)?  What does it signify? 

 

7. How would you counsel a Christian who has grown cold / lost the wonder of 

Christmas? 

 


