
Psalm 2 Submit to King Jesus and Be Content 
Psalm 2 is often quoted in the NT.  (At least 10 times – Gospels, Acts, 
Letters & Revelation)  
I think it’s right to say it was one of the NT writer’s favourite 
Psalms.   
I hope it will become one of yours also - if it isn’t already.  Perhaps, 
one of the reasons they loved it was because its message gave them 
hope & comfort & assurance during the days of severe persecution & 
trial when the Church was still so young. 
 

In Acts 4 Peter & John were arrested for proclaiming the resurrection 
of Jesus and taken to stand before the Council.  They were released 
and then reported to the believers.   
24 When they heard this, they raised their voices together to God and said, 
“Master, you are the one who made the heaven, the earth, and the sea, and 
everything in them. 25 You said through the Holy Spirit, by the mouth of our 
father David your servant:  

Why do the Gentiles rage  
and the peoples plot futile things?  
26 The kings of the earth take their stand  
and the rulers assemble together  
against the Lord and against his Messiah.,  

27 “For, in fact, in this city both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles 
and the people of Israel, assembled together against your holy servant Jesus, 
whom you anointed, 28 to do whatever your hand and your will had predestined 
to take place.  
 

Would they survive persecution?  They knew they would because of 
Psalm 2!   
 

That’s a question being asked by Christian Churches still today.   
Will we survive militant Islam? 
 Will the Church survive the attacks of atheism? 
Will the Church survive the moral revolution going on today? 
Or to put it more personally 
I when I face persecution, or bad health news or lose my job, or a 
loved one or face terrible injustice - will I come through it trusting 
Jesus? 



 
This Psalm offers us much help. 
The Theme of it: Submit to King Jesus and Be Content 
(or … & carry on, or Sleep well, stop worrying) 
I like what a Puritan said about worry: Worry is as useless as 
shovelling smoke.  YOU can do it all day and be totally exhausted at 
the end of the day with nothing to show for your tiresome work. 
Sometimes I ask myself – “Ian, are you shovelling smoke at the 
moment or are you trusting the King?” 
 
Some introductory comments: 

a) This is a Messianic Psalm – It’s ultimate fulfilment, who it’s 
ultimately about is Jesus.   

b) There is a strong link between Psalms 1 & 2.   
• It’s not until Psalm 3 that the Psalm’s are given titles. 
• Psalm 1 begins with Blessed/happy is the one who…Psalm 2 

ends with the same word blessed/happy. (Bookends) All who 
take refuge in Him are happy/blessed. 

 

• Another word repeated is “meditates”. In Psalm 1 we read of a 
person who “meditates” on the word of God.   In Psalm 2:1 the 
word for meditate is in “Plot” in vain.                          One 
ponders on God’s word the other ponders on how to get rid of 
God & His rule.   

 

• The oldest Greek manuscripts of Acts 13:33, which quotes 
Psalm 2:7 refer to the words “You are my Son, today I have 
begotten you,” as being a quote from Psalm 1.  Now that the 2 
Psalms are separated the modern versions say Psalm 2.  So, it 
seems at some stage they most likely were 1 single Psalm. 

 

If that’s the case then, the two ways of Ps 1 become starker.  
The picture of the wicked is ratcheted up to become a world-wide 
revolt against YHWH. 
While the righteous man in Psalm 1 is none other than the Son of 
God, The Messiah, Jesus.   
 

c) There are 4 sections each with 3 verses 
1-3.     A Question asked  



 4-6.    YHWH’s Response  
7-9.    The King’s Declaration 
10-12.   A Warning & Invitation Given  
 
1. 1-3  A QUESTION ASKED (by the narrator)     It’s the 
question every parent is repeatedly asked.  

Here … 
Vs 1. An outrageous situation has arisen 
The Psalm begins abruptly with the question, WHY? 
“WHY?” here it is said with a sense of utter astonishment.  Why do 
the nations rage…? 
Kidner: it is a “senseless rejection of God’s rule and ruler.”  
 Why be against God?  Against Jesus? 
 Why the anger against them  

Why gang up on your creator? 
Why conspire against someone who out-smarts you, out-

powers you, out plans you to the nth degree at every level & every 
time!  
 

This is a picture of a group of 20 ants getting together & conspiring 
to get rid of an elephant.  They decide to stick out their back left legs 
thinking they will trip an elephant.   

Why do it? 
Why fight against YHWH?   

It does not make any sense.   
 

It really does highlight the stupidity of fighting God.   
God gives man a brain and a mouth & he uses both against Him. 
God gives man gifts & abilities, and he uses them against the person 
who gave them. 
 

Imagine that!  Why do it?  
Read that first line with a sense of astonishment 
Don’t be that ant!  Think about it!   
 
THE PICTURE OF RAGING? V 1 
This is a picture of the sea – it is tumultuous.   
THINK ABOUT THE SEA.  It is often described as something that is 
never ever at rest.   



It is rest-less.  Tosses to & fro. Unsettled.  
 

UNPREDICTABLE.   
Sometimes CALM other times VIOLENT, RAGING & 
DESTRUCTIVE. Yet always restless. 
Take the calmest day, what is happening underneath?  There are 
surgings, tides (high, low & king), great ocean currents & rips. 
 

Fishermen tell of such calm days, all is fine, until all of a sudden, a 
freak wave comes up breaks on the rocks and carries a fisherman out 
to his death.   
This happens, doesn’t it? 
 

According to the Word of God here in Psalm 2 this is what our world 
is like.  It is raging & restless. 
TGC Article this week: We live in an age of unprecedented 
prosperity, yet everywhere we see signs that our pursuit of happiness 
has proven fruitless. Dissatisfied, we seek change for the sake of 
change―even if it means undermining the foundations of our 
common life. 
 

You see, it’s not just the rulers & kings who are restless, it’s 
everyone, the average person.  As Acts 4:27says, Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel assembled together against 
your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, 
 

All this begs the question 
 What is wrong?  How come we are so civilised, so intelligent, so 
educated, yet so stupid! 
Same TGC article 19th Century French philosopher Tocqueville, 
after going to America to observe its people, said the middle class is, 
“restless in the midst of their well-being.” 
 

why is the world the way it is?   
how can you explain it? 

Why can’t we stop violent crime, relationship breakdowns, keep up 
with diseases, weeds or Tree Diseases! 
 

I think this Psalm tells us why the world is as it is. 
The world is as it is because of its attitude towards its creator.   
 



We saw this last century in 
 Nazism 
 Communism & 
 Militant Islam   
Each one was & is against the Lord Jesus.   
We see it today in the rise of an aggressive atheism, and in the moral 
revolution of our day.    
 

They were/are threatened by him.  Just like the religious leaders of his 
day they must silence him.   
He was a threat to them. 
Why is He a threat? 
Because he rightfully calls for the total allegiance they demand. 
 

Vs2. Worldwide Revolt  
At present there are around 40 armed conflicts going on.  Of 
particular concern on the news is Russian on the border of Ukraine.  
But how does one emphasise one above another.  They all deserve & 
need prayer – especially the Christians living in the midst of conflict.  
 

So, the nations are indeed raging, but it’s a raging against each other.   
That’s not the raging Psalm 2 is focusing on, is it? 
It’s not asking the Question … 
“Why do the nations rage against each other” 
 

It says, “they are raging against the Lord & His anointed one.”  
This is raging against God, God’s Son & His rule. 
 

The reason for the raging amoung and between the nations is because 
there is this enmity against God and his rule.  And the seat of that 
enmity finds itself in each human heart.  
So, it’s not just applying to rulers, presidents, PMs & kings.  It’s in 
the human heart.   
It’s the Herods, the Pilates, the Gentiles and the Ch of Is. 
 

V3. Their true motivation 
Let us tear off their chains and throw their ropes off us. 
Man thinks this will get him away from God. 



It’s like me saying to Elon Musk (of Tesla fame), you haven’t got a 
clue about electric cars – I’ll show you how to do it!  (I’m the one 
who is clueless!)   
 

Man thinks that God is somehow against him - He is out to spoil my 
life – take away all the fun.   
He sees God’s laws and says, “look they are all negative.”   
He wants freedom from this creator. 
 

But, he hasn’t thought deeply enough.   
Hasn’t understood WHY God gave us His Word. 
He is blinded to the fact that they are for us – they are good & 
perfect.  It is us that is wrong. 
 

What’s wrong with honouring your parents, being faithful to your 
wife, telling the truth, being content & not coveting? 
 

2. 4-6 YHWH’S RESPONSE  
Vs 4. Laughter & Ridicule 
Laughs at them… Ridicules them (Heb Poetry – parallel thoughts)  
The elephant strains his eyes to see the tiny ants in a mad hurry, 
unable to even make dust & laughs.  
 

I find this an awful verse, don’t you?  
This is God’s view of His enemy 
It’s one that grabs me by my shoulders & gets my attention. God 
laughing at people! 
Whether it’s a simple anthropomorphism or not the point is the same.  
The stupidity of raging & plotting against God. 
 

The wicked were the scoffers in Ps 1. 
Now God has turned the tables & He is holding them in derision.   
Imagine that… being laughed at & ridiculed by YHWH.   
You must stop & think about that.   
 
 
The person who takes his/her stand against God – it so deliberate, so 
wilful, so arrogant   
 



The only thing funny is the arrogance – funny in the sense of an ant 
tripping an elephant.  But there’s nothing funny about them or their 
destination in God’s eyes.    
 

But if that doesn’t our attention then the next verse will. 
 

Vs 5.  Anger & Wrath 
“He speaks to them in His anger and terrifies them in his wrath…” 
 

After He has laughed, He will speak – he does not need to stand up or 
raise his hand, pound his fist – the breath of his lips is more than 
enough. 
It was enough to create the world – but what would it be like for His 
Word to go out against those who set themselves against Him? 
 

I think the only word that comes close is indeed the word “Terrify”, 
This is the enemy’s view of the Lord = terrified.   
We see examples of this in the Gospels when Jesus casts out 
demons.   
“Have you come to destroy us?” says one demon. “What do you 
want of me. Promise me you won’t torture me!”  says another. 
This tells us - Hell is terrified of Jesus.   

Hell knows what’s coming.  
 

Vs 6. I have set my King  
God acts decisively in His Son.  
This is God’s great response to man’s rebellion, it’s his greatest 
deed, creation is unquestionably a great & good work, but this is his 
supreme act.   
The ‘I’ is emphatic.  
Lit, “But as for me, I have set my king…” 
 

IE God has acted emphatically, so pay full attention.    
I have, “Installed into office the King of my choosing, on Zion, my 
Holy Mountain.”       
A fulfilment of Nathan’s prophecy back in 2 Samuel 7:13ff. 
 

3. 7-9 THE KING’S SPEECH 
Further fulfilment of 2 Samuel 7:12-16  
  



‘The LORD declares to you: The LORD himself will make a house for 
you. 12 When your time comes and you rest with your ancestors, I will 
raise up after you your descendant, who will come from your body, 
and I will establish his kingdom.  
 
13 He is the one who will build a house for my name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and 
he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will discipline him with a 
rod of men and blows from mortals.  
 
15 But my faithful love will never leave him as it did when I removed it 
from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 Your house and 
kingdom will endure before me forever, and your throne will be 
established forever. 
 

This is Jesus speaking now.   
He is speaking the Father’s words about the Son.   
In John - He speaks his father’s word & to do the will of His father. 
It is like the King reading this out at his own coronation.   What does 
he say? 
   

V7 He said to me, “You are my Son, today I have become your 
father.” – now we see who this king is in relation to God.   
 

V 7. His relationship to YHWH – His Son. 
The King will be His own son.  Jesus the Messiah will be given this 
throne.   
These words, as previously noted, will come again at Jesus’ baptism 
Matt 3:17; & at His transfiguration Matt 17:5. “This is my beloved son 
in whom I am well pleased.” 
 

2 Sam 7:13 Originally this was God’s promise to David through the 
Nathan the Prophet.   
God was promising David a house that would endure. 
God will be his father and He will be his son. 
Not an adopted son (JW)  
Sonship here is = You are my heir.   
 

Rom 1:4 and was appointed to be the powerful Son of God according 
to the Spirit of holiness by the resurrection of the dead. 



Kidner – ‘today’ suggests, to mark the moment when the new 
sovereign formally took up his inheritance and his titles 
 

Son not according to birth or adoption but as his Heir. 
From now on you get your inheritance.   
 

What is Jesus Inheritance?  Is it the land of Israel? 
No! we read in vs 8,9 it’s the Nations & the earth.   
i.e. All that I created is yours by inheritance.   
 

V 8&9.  The relationship to the Nations.   
a. They are his inheritance &  
b. He has authority over them 

 

His Inheritance: The reach of the Son’s kingship doesn’t come any 
bigger – he will have all the nations and all earth will be his.   
The new King will emphasise this to His disciples before his 
ascension, in what we know as the great commission – go into all 
the world – make disciples of all nations. 
The mission of Jesus continues and will do so till he returns.   
God’s word will be kept & fulfilled to the letter.  
 

V 9. His Authority: The Son’s rule in relation to those who plot 
against him and reject his rightful rule is decisive.   
 

Jesus here then is a conquering King who will come and take back 
what is rightfully his. 
 

He is not some weak king who does not know how to rule or is 
indecisive.   
No, he will with an iron sceptre and destroy all who reject his rule and 
authority, 
 

This side of Christ seems so foreign to the picture we often have of 
Jesus.  But it wasn’t foreign to the NT Christians. 
They took great comfort in it.   
 

Again, it’s Hebrew poetry with the second line filling out the first. 
An Iron Sceptre // shattered pottery.   
This picture is repeated 3 times in Revelation  

In the letter to Thyatira 2:27 &  



twice referring to Jesus 12:5; 19:15 
 
cf Rev 19:15  The Rider on a White Horse 
 11  Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The 

one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness he judges and makes war.  

 12  His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many 
diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but 
himself.  

 13  He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which 
he is called is The Word of God.  

 14  And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and 
pure, were following him on white horses.  

 15  From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike 
down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He 
will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the 
Almighty.  

 16  On his robe and on his thigh, he has a name written, King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 

 
The Psalmist has great joy in knowing that God’s Messiah will come 
and put down all His enemies.   
 

We need to get this, or we will end up with a powerless King, sitting 
on His hands just wishing things could be different, unable to do 
anything about it.   
We will end up with a mere sentimental Christianity and forget 
scriptures like: 
 Isa 66:2 “But this is the one on whom I will look: he who is humble 
and contrite in Spirit & trembles at my word.” 
Or Prov 1:7 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom”  
 
Finally 

4. V 10-12 A WARNING & INVITATION GIVEN (again the 
narrator is speaking)   

After the directness of the preceding verses the tone seems to shift. 
The narrator is making a strong plea with them.  



 

V 10. Be Wise 
You rulers who have set yourself against YHWH, get wisdom, stop 
acting as fools.   
Kings (like PMs & Presidents) are meant to be wise, their subjects 
need them & want to trust them to act with wisdom.   
 

You judges/rulers, who are in positions of authority, you are used to 
giving out instructions, it’s time for you to be instructed (be on the 
receiving end). 
 
V11. Serve the LORD   
Jesus the King of Kings humbled himself and came as a servant.    
V 11. With reverential fear – Work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to work for His 
good pleasure. Phil 2:12f 
God is not your toy, not a fad,  
There are these ‘mixed emotions’ (Kidner) when we come to God – 
Gladness & Gravity (Piper).   
 

V 12. Submit and Worship 
‘Kiss the Son’ ESV or ‘Pay Homage’ CSB 
It is a picture.  A picture from a palace. 
 

An enemy has been defeated he is presented to the victor. 
To have any hope of life he must bow very, very lowly before the 
victor and pay homage.  It’s hard to picture a more humble sight than 
“kissing his feet of your conqueror .” 
 

It is the Homage submission & allegiance. 
The posture always involves bowing down.   
Here he is called on to throw himself at the mercy of the all-
conquering king.  
 

So, because he is the conquering king:  
We know the end – so did the EC 

We know who wins- so sleep well,  
We know our future is secure so be content 

Don’t be shocked at persecution & trials  
 We know there will be wars on earth 



We know what it is to be like in the last days - 2Tim 3:2-5 
 We do not need to be restless or fearful, but rather be content.   
How do we get that?  Go to the King for refuge.   
 
Our hope is not in politicians, is it?   
Certainly, we pray for them, not to them.   
We pray to the King of Kings 
 

We don’t make demands of this king.   
 

All we bring to him is the sin that needs dealing with. 
You come to him with nothing good in your defence – everything is 
against you.   
Our only hope is His mercy. 
 

So, climb down from our pride. 
Kiss the Son lest he be angry and you perish in the way.   
 

The final verse of Ps 1 The way of the wicked will perish.  
Here v11 = keep on the way you are going & you will perish 
 

His anger may ignite at any moment 
 

Here is another confronting picture of King Jesus. 
BUT: 
Think Jesus cleansing the temple, turning over tables 
Think Jesus pronouncing the “Woes” to those 3 cities who saw his 
miracles yet rejected him (Matt 11). 
Think about the times you or your parents (or a policeman) have 
had to have a very sharp word to you – no time for discussion, no 
time to distract you with let’s do something else,  
all you got or gave was a short sharp command –  

Stop that now! 
Put that down! 

Get away now! 
 Don’t do that! 
 

Sometimes that’s how God speaks!  Jesus did. 
Something we have been disobedient about. 
Maybe God used a friend/wife to pull us up abruptly 



Maybe it was a sermon that hit the spot 
Maybe all out of the blue the Holy Spirit speaks to our conscience and 
we can’t pass it off. 
 

Well, it’s the same here.   
We can’t water it down & make it say what it’s not saying. 
It’s plain & very blunt, isn’t it? 
It’s a sharp warning & a truthful one 
If you want to escape the wrath of God, then submit to His son now.   
Because ‘Blessed are all who take refuge in Him’.   
We escape the wrath of Jesus, not by running from Jesus but by 
running to Him.  Take refuge in him.  
 

What a gracious King we find. 
 

Remember what kind of a king He is. 
One who lays down his life for His people.   
He the King who becomes our saviour 
A King who intercedes for us. 
 

Our final Song is All Hail the Power of Jesus Name. 
Its theme is the Kingship of Jesus 
 

 
Prayer 
 
 


