
 1 

Proverbs 22:6 

Cultivating Kingdom Hearts 

 
Introduction 

Well in an article titled training up children – author & pastor Toby Sumpter writes the following 

statement:  

 

One of the great mistakes of parenting is to get the stages of parenting backwards… 

 

One of the great mistakes made by parents often is to get the stages of parenting 

backwards… 

 

When children are young, they need significant guidance, discipline, and a very narrow, 

black and white path on which they are to walk 

 

But as children grow older, they need to internalize the standards that their parents set… 

 

Now another name for this process is what the bible calls Christian discipleship... 

 

And that’s really the goal of Christian parenting! 

 

We wanna begin by raising our children in the fear & admonition of the LORD, by teaching them 

on how to think about God…about sin, about grace, about the world! 

 

And then eventually as they grow, and mature, and flourish in their faith – they will (by God’s grace) 

learn to internalize, and memorize, and love the standard their parents set for them! 

 

And when we’ve done that we have accomplished what the bible describes as Christian 

discipleship! 

 

We have accomplished what many of the Proverbs and in particular Proverbs 22 verse 6 describes 

here this morning! 
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Main Point 

And so I wanna begin by setting the scene with a main point that says: 

 

The goal of Christian parenting (the goal of Christian discipleship) is the way of obedience to 

Jesus… 

 

2-part outline: 

 

The way of obedience 

The training to obedience 

 

 

Presupposition #1 

Now just before we get into the Proverb itself – I think it would be helpful if we step back and just 

look at several assumptions (several presuppositions) that the bible gives when coming to the book 

of Proverbs! 

 

So several presuppositions that will help us understand why it is that the 

bible takes the approach that it does when it comes to raising children… 

 

And so if you are taking notes let me give to you presupposition number 1 from the book of 

Proverbs is this: 

 

Training a child in the way they should go is necessary because of the inherent nature of our 

children… 

 

Although you wouldn’t know from most Disney/Pixar cinemas, the hearts of our children are not 

repositories of wisdom, knowledge, and beauty! 

 

Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child – Proverbs chapter 22 verse 15: 

 

…but the rod of correction drives it from him… 
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Now in the book of Proverbs when we talk about the concept of foolishness or folly being bound 

up… we are NOT so much talking about a child’s innocent way of being childish… 

 

This is NOT so much speaking of a child’s innocence, how they foolishly drop some water or 

dancing in the kitchen with mum… 

 

This is NOT disciplining children for being children, or being childish… 

 

That’s NOT what the Proverb is saying… 

 

Rather! Foolishness in the proverbs is another way to speak about the nature & temptation of sin! 

 

That over and against the way of wisdom (Proverbs 1:7) – foolishness is the way of the wicked! 

 

Lady/Madame 

See as you make your way through the book of Proverbs and you start to discover the standard of life 

– you soon begin to see that there are really 2 paths to choose in the game of obedience & the game 

of life: 

1. There is the path of Lady Wisdom (the way of the righteous/the way of the humble/the fear 

of the LORD)… 

 

Or 

 

2. There is the path of Madame Folly! 

 

And so the Proverb predicts that if left to themselves, children will NOT choose the path of life – 

but the path of sin! 

 

Because that’s what their nature is inclined to choose! 

 

Gardening 

So a helpful way to think about this is to think of it in terms of gardening… 

 

So how many of you here this morning are gardeners?!?! 
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Awesome… I hate gardening! Can’t stand it… 

 

But many of you love it – and in particular people like Elaine Churchward; John and Helen Mansell; 

Maureen Burcene they are all phenomenal gardeners!  

 

But suppose one day that they were to leave their gardens for a while – just completely stopped 

tending to their gardens and let it go their own way – what do you think would happen to their 

garden if they did that?!?! 

 

Like would their garden produce: 

 

Flowers, fruits, and vegetables 

 

Absolutely not! Because owing to Adam’s fall – the garden would produce: 

 

Thorns, thistles, and weeds! 

 

And much in the same way, when a child is left unattended and uncultivated in their sin; in their 

foolishness – they will NOT go the way of Lady Wisdom! 

 

Because their hearts are inclined to foolishness – their hearts are inclined to sin… 

 

And so a diligent parent gets at the task of disciplining early – training early – correcting early: 

 

Putting them on the path back to life so that when they are older they will not depart from it! 

 

And that brothers and sisters is a perspective that you need to keep in mind as we speak about 

raising children in the way they should go! 

 

Training a child is necessary because of the inherent nature of our children… 

 

So that’s the first presupposition… 
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Presupposition #2 

Let me give you the second presupposition: 

 

The book of Proverbs is NOT a comprehensive parenting manual with an iron-clad 

guarantee at the end of it… 

 

It is not an absolute guarantee that if you follow this correctly you will always produce well-

adjusted, self-controlled, socially productive Christian children in the Lord! 

 

That’s NOT what the book of Proverbs is promising! 

And if you start to go that route then you’re gonna have a very difficult time when it comes to 

parents who do faithfully raise their children according to the Lord!  

 

I mean we literally just learned this the other week in the Gospel of John – that: 

 

You cannot maintain the Spirit of God by the things that you do, or the things that you say! 

 

That if you raise your children with A.B.C you will mechanically produce children who are X.Y. Z 

 

It does NOT work that way… 

 

Let me remind you brothers and sisters that both Jacob & Esau had loving Christian parents… 

 

Let me remind you that both Cain and Abel were raised in the same loving environment… 

  

And so the book of proverbs are not to be seen as legal guarantees that if followed correctly will 

always produce the desired outcome promoted in that Proverb! 

 

These are general truths – general statements – proverbial wisdom that if followed closely will 

generally produce (more often than not) the desired outcome promoted in that Proverb! 

 

Because in the game of life… in a Genesis 3 world owing to Adam’s fall: 

 

• Sometimes the wicked do prosper! 
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• Sometimes the righteous are not vindicated! 

• Sometimes the children of faithful loving parents do become wayward! 

 

And that comes down NOT to the fact that God is unfaithful – or that you have failed if your 

Christian parenting…but it ultimately comes down to the fact that God is sovereign – and 

sometimes He has a greater purpose in your child’s lives than even you do! 

 

And so the book of Proverbs is NOT to be seen as a comprehensive parenting manual with an iron-

clad guarantee at the end of it! 

 

The book of Proverbs is Godly wisdom for everyday living… 

 

Proverbs 22 

Now that having been established… 

 

What wisdom does the book of Proverbs convey regarding the training of our children X2 

 

Well let’s read Proverbs 22 verse 6 again and let’s see what the Lord would say to us through this 

amazing Scripture… 

 

Proverbs chapter 22 beginning at verse 6 – Solomon writes this: 

 

Start out a youth out on his way; and even when he grows old he will not depart from it… 

 

Some of you may know the ESV rendering: 

 

Train up a child in the way he should go; and even when he is old he will not depart from it… 

 

Genesis 18 

Either way it’s a familiar proverb to many – perhaps the most familiar Proverb in all of the book of 

Proverbs… 
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Historically speaking, it comes out of a covenant made with Abraham in Genesis chapter 18 – where 

if you remember God says to Abraham: 

 

For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep 

the way of the LORD…  

 

Now I think that is the underpinning for what we find here in Proverbs 22 – that: 

 

The way of the LORD is the way of Yahweh – for us it’s Jesus Christ! 

 

Jesus who is the consummate revelation of Yahweh in the Old Testament Scriptures! 

 

And therefore: 

 

To train up a child in the way they should go…is to train them up in the One who claimed to 

be the way, the truth, the life! 

 

In fact the Hebrew here is very specific – when it says to train literally means: 

To inaugurate! 

To initiate! 

To dedicate! 

To start something out! 

 

It’s actually related to an Arabic Word that was used of rubbing the palette of a newborn child 

with a date-mixture to stimulate sucking! 

 

So literally this Proverb could mean: 

 

To accustom a child to a particular taste or to motivate them to take in more and more of 

particular thing! 

 

The Way of Obedience 

Metaphorically speaking I think that this is a good starting place to see that: 
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The way a child should go in the Christian life is the way of obedience to Jesus. 

 

That is the goal! 

 

That is the aim! 

 

That is the outcome of faithful Christian parenting! 

 

We want our children to love God’s standard – to know God’s standard – to keep God’s standard – 

because He first loved them! 

 

He first loved us 

Many of us know these verses but I’m gonna read them to you anyway – 1st John 4:19: 

 

We love God because He first loved us… 

 

The reason obedience is possible – the reason obedience is necessary is because God first showed us 

love in Christ! 

 

Christian obedience is always rooted & grounded in the historic redemptive work of Jesus Christ! 

 

Romans chapter 12 verse 1: 

 

Therefore, in view of the many mercies of God present your bodies as a living sacrifice! 

 

The way of Christian obedience – the way of Christian living – is always grounded in the many 

mercies of Jesus Christ! 

Sweeter than Honey Candy 

See the Bible teaches that the Law of Lord is sweet! 

 

Sweeter than honey and the drippings from the honeycomb Psalm 19:10 

 

This means therefore that obedience to Jesus is NOT only necessary but fun!  
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Obedience to Jesus is like chocolate cake, caramel fudge, & sugared donuts! 

 

When God gave the 10 Commandments in the book of Exodus, He prefaced them with: 

 

I am the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt… 

 

This means that when God gives to us His perfect law, the idea that we have is that: 

 

This is a law that sets us free – this is a law that gives us life! 

 

It is grounded & rooted in the grace of God – and therefore in light of that grace: 

 

We are to live in obedience to Him! 

 

We get to follow Jesus – we get to obey Jesus – we get to worship Jesus! 

 

This is a grace – this is relief – this is a gift that we enjoy! 

 

1 John 5:3 says: 

 

For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not 

burdensome. 

 

God’s standards are the standards of freedom! 

 

That is the view we take with our children as we teach them to obey and love the standards set for 

them by Jesus Christ! 

 

We get to obey Jesus – we get to enjoy Jesus – we get to love Jesus! 

 

Right Away, All the way 

And so the question becomes: 

 

Well If God’s Law is freedom – if God’s law is grace – if the law of God is life to our souls: 
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Then what is the way we must we obey Jesus?!?! 

 

What is the standard set by God in Scripture that we get to obey Jesus?!?! 

 

And the bible is clear, many have said and I’ll say it now so there’s no confusion: 

 

We must obey Jesus (in the Christian life) right away, all the way, and cheerfully all the 

days of our lives! 

 

Psalm 119 speaks of this truth! 

 

Oaky we’re talking about obeying Jesus here – we’re talking about obeying God – How are we to 

obey Jesus according to the Bible’s standards: 

 

Well, we must obey Him right away, all the way, and cheerfully because He first loved us – 

He first chose us – He first saved us! 

 

And again the standard isn’t perfection – but the standard is biblical– the standard is faith! 

 

Faith in Jesus leads to obedience in Jesus! 

 

Ephesians 6 

This is similar to the command that Paul gives to children in Ephesians 6 verse 1! 

 

In Ephesians 6 Paul addresses the children of the church after laying out the redemptive historical 

underpinnings of the Gospel – and after he explains to them that we’re saved by grace alone 

through faith alone in Christ alone…  

 

That we are raised with Christ; predestined in Christ; adopted in Christ; sanctified in Christ – and 

after all of these amazingly good & glorious benefits of the Gospel – Paul then gives the command 

to Children in Ephesians 6 verse 1: 

 

Children (in light of the glorious Gospel) obey your parents in the Lord  



 11 

 

In the Lord means that children obey their parents: 

 

1. First because of what the Lord has done! 

 

So the first reason is why… why must we obey? 

 

Well because He first loved us – He has first saved us – He first parented us… 

 

And so we live out that identity by being obedient to the Father of Grace! 

 

Jesus is standing  

2. Second, in the Lord also means where our obedience is to be directed! 

 

It is directed to Jesus through our parents! 

 

So Christian obedience is NOT just in the Lord but it’s: 

 

To the Lord! 

 

Children obey their parents, as though Jesus were standing in the place of their parents… because 

God has given them parents, so that they know what God is like through their parents… 

 

That’s the point of Christian parenting! 

 

So that your children will know what their heavenly Father is like! 

 

How you treat your child is shaping their view of who God is! 

 

And this is why Christian parenting is so critically important for how we treat our kids… 

 

Obedience to daddy/mummy 

So this is something that we’re trying to teach to Isaiah… 
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When he goes off the path of obedience – when he goes the way of foolishness – we try to explain to 

him: 

 

Obedience to mummy is obedience to God! 

 

Obedience to daddy is obedience to God! 

 

NOT because Mummy and & Daddy have replaced the authority of God…but because Mummy & 

Daddy are under the authority of God! 

 

He has given us a task to love and to parent you – He has given you a task to listen and obey! 

 

And that’s because the first instance of children hearing the Gospel, tasting the Gospel, seeing the 

Gospel will come through the family unit! 

 

So both sets of parents play a critical role in demonstrating what God is like – and what the Gospel 

is! 

 

The first taste of the Gospel of grace comes through Christian parenting friends… 

 

And again the standard isn’t perfection – the standard isn’t because I said so…the standard is 

Jesus! 

 

When we parent our kids, we have to bring them back to the fact that this is what God expects of 

them! 

 

This is God’s standard – this is God’s law! 

 

Jesus is the reason we love! 

 

We get to obey Jesus – we get to worship Jesus: 

 

That’s how God expects parents to parent – and that’s how God expects children to walk! 
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And our job is to make sure that our children understand this: 

 

Children obey your parents right away, all the way, and cheerfully! 

 

Because all of this is love! 

 

All of this is graciously the way that God shows us His wonderful love! 

 

Obedience to parents is obedience to God and obedience to God is the way of life! 

 

Point 2: Training 

And so that’s point number one: 

 

Train up a child in the way they should go! 

 

And the way they should go is obedience to Jesus! 

 

The second part is the fun part: 

 

The training!  

 

What does it look like to train up a child in the way they should go… 

 

And again, if I could going back to the article by written by Mr. Sumpter – he makes the brilliant 

point like this: 

 

Training is primarily a matter of practice… 

 

When a pile of third graders show up for their first football practice in the history of ever, the 

coaches do not expect the boys to know how to play football. Likewise, parents need to 

remember that these little people just arrived on this planet, and that is why they act the way 

that they do…  

 

The fact that children need to be taught about everything is a design feature, not a bug… X2 
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In the game of life…we cannot expect that our 2-year-old children or even our 12 year old children 

are going to obey the very first time! 

 

This is because training requires practice – training requires patience – training requires diligence! 

 

Deuteronomy 6 

Deuteronomy chapter 6 verse 7: 

 

[Speaking of God’s Law Moses says to the people] And you shall teach them diligently to 

your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the 

way, and when you lie down, and when you rise up...  

 

Parenting is a fulltime job, 24/7, everywhere you go, and sometimes throughout the night… 

 

When you lie down… you are to be training! 

 

When you rise up… you are to be training! 

 

When you walk by the way… you are to be training! 

 

Parenting is a fulltime job, 24/7, everywhere you go! 

 

God’s Law/Gospel 

God’s Law & God’s Gospel was NOT only to mark the parenting lifestyle of every Israelite 

parent – but God’s Law & Gospel was to Mark every area of their lives! 

 

• Verse 1: It was to mark the land in which they were to possess! 

• Verse 2: It was to mark their very increase & growth in that land! 

• Verse 3: it was to mark God’s mercy & blessing! 

• Verse 7: They were to teach their children at various times and in various ways! 

• Verse 8: God’s truth would mark their very bodies; their hands; their heads, their hearts; and 

their minds! 
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• Verse 9: It would mark their very homes, their doors, their gates, & their cities; their towns! 

• Verse 10: God’s law was related to their fathers; their heritage; their history; their story! 

• Verse 11: The Law had relation to their cisterns, their vineyards, their olives trees, and their 

meals! 

• Verse 24: God’s law was related to their past, their present, and their future blessing in the 

land! 

 

In summary therefore: 

 

Parenting is a fulltime job, 24/7, everywhere you go, and in everything you do! 

 

Talking and Practice 

And so it is with training…this element of training requires a lot of practice, a lot of patience, a lot 

of talking, and a lot of drilling! 

 

So again, if I could return to the sports analogy for just one moment… 

 

If all the coach did was draw pictures on the board but never actually took the kids out for training 

– that would make for a very interesting time on the day of the game! 

 

And in the same way if all parents did was talk talk talk but never actually practiced – then that 

would make for a very interesting time for obedience… 

 

But a lot of parenting seems to follow this particular method… 

 

A lot of parenting seems to be: 

 

A lot of Talking – a lot of speaking – a lot of verbosity but not much training! 

 

A lot of devotions, a lot of bible but never running the play! 

 

And then all of a sudden their children are in the game of life… 
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And they’re cousin snatched a toy from them – all of a sudden a kid has shoved them down at the 

play-ground – or you have dinner guests coming over for dinner and your children haven’t run the 

play! 

 

Friends: 

 

What are doing to prepare your children for the game of life? 

 

What plays have you run in your home to make sure your children know what obedience is? 

 

What temptations will they face – what sins will they indulge – what situations will they be placed 

in that you can prepare them for: 

For when the time comes! 

 

This is what training is – training is a lot of practice, and a lot of drilling! 

 

Obedience game 

So something that we stole from various other people in this church and in various other places 

was to play what people call the obedience game… 

 

So literally after family devotions at night we will grab a bag of lollies, and we will sit down and 

just give Isaiah random commands! 

 

Go grab your water (yes dad) [so he goes and grabs his water, he comes back –[he gets a 

lolly] 

 

Go kiss your sister (yes dad) [he goes, he kisses his sister, he comes back] he gets a lolly! 

 

Go pack your toys (yes dad) [he packs his toys up, comes back, gets a lolly]! 

 

Now these commands aren’t just random in nature – but they are related to what we are actually 

going to ask him at home, for when the time comes! 

 

Do you think he’ll ever be asked to pack up his toys? 
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Do you think he’ll ever be asked to kiss his mother? 

Do you think he’ll ever be asked to take out the bins? 

 

And so what we are doing in the obedience game is: 

 

Teaching him how to obey God’s law! 

 

We’re teaching him How to love God’s standard! 

 

How to obey his parents! 

 

And we’re having fun in the process! 

 

We’re being silly, we’re playing games, we’re eating lollies! 

 

We’re running the play at home! 

 

Practice for when the time comes! 

 

Practice for when the cousin comes over and steals his favorite toy! 

 

Practice for when you’re at another family’s home, and they’re on on the trampoline! 

 

Practice for when you’re at church and a kid comes and slaps them in the face! 

 

Practice practice practice! 

 

Salli & Zai 

Funny story, the other night we had a good night of training – Salli was in the kitchen doing 

something, and she comes over to Isaiah, where he’s playing with his cars….and she snatches the toy 

right out of his hand… 

 

And he looks at me and I say: 
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Oh dear bud… what are you gonna do? 

 

And he says: 

 

Please can I have it back… 

 

So my dear wife [ever the trainer] looks at Isaiah and says: NO! THIS IS MINE! 

 

So he’s looking at me like: 

 

Dad I don’t know if this is part of the training… he kind of gives me this weird look of 

uncertainty… 

 

And so he comes to me and we run the play! 

 

We run the play and we practice – practice – practice!’ 

 

Church 

The same goes for church… the same goes for when you’re sitting in church! 

 

Like if church is this weird anomaly where all you ever do is talk about how to behave, but never 

actually practice…then your children are gonna be weirded out when they have to come and listen 

to a guy yell at them for 45 minutes when you haven’t practiced church all week! 

 

So one of the things we’ve started doing… and it hasn’t worked perfectly, but it’s certainly helped 

us is that: 

 

• We’ll try and set up some chairs in the living room… 

• We’ll say to Isaiah: Practice church in 5 minutes 

• And then we’ll turn on the T.V. 

• We’ll replay a livestream from a Sunday service 

• And then we will literally practice church 
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Okay Isaiah no talking… just whispering shhhh…. we’re in practice church now…. 

 

People need to worship Jesus! 

 

Okay hey look it’s Mr Hudson… what’s he doing… ah he’s praying… Isaiah he’s praying….shhh…. 

 

Oh look we’re singing songs – what do we so when we sing songs? Yup time to stand – okay let’s 

stand…[worship Jesus, let’s sing with him]… 

 

Okay let’s pray! 

 

okay we’re sitting back down…shhhh… 

 

Good boy have a lolly…. 

 

Next song… okay praying again… 

 

Okay we’re reading the bible… 

 

Now again we don’t sit through the whole service but it’s preparing him for the game of life! 

 

Like we’re trying to do this before game day on Sunday morning! 

 

It’s showing him that we love him enough to practice! 

 

Friends practice running the play! 

 

Preparing Conversations 

How are you preparing your children for the game of life? 

 

How are you preparing them for the shops? 

 

The park? 
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The play dates? 

 

The Sunday school? 

 

The supermarket? 

 

The post-office? 

 

Highschool/Uni 

And even those preparing conversations that you have with them when they’re young and you run 

the play – is starting to prepare them for how you’re going to parent them when they’re older: 

 

So you’re going into 5th grade – what do you think’s in 5th grade… 

 

You’re going into 7th grade – what’s in 7th grade… 

 

You’re going into 9th grade – you’re going into highs cool – senior school - uni! 

 

What temptations will you face – what sins will you see – what situations will you endure! 

 

What’s happening at those parties – what might happen at those parties – is someone gonna 

suggest something stupid – what are you gonna do when that happens… 

 

When are you gonna do when a boy asks you to prom – what are you gonna do when you 

meet a nice girl – what are you gonna do when your friend says they’re transitioning… 

 

Practice running the play… 

 

High Praise 

And again as you do this – as you’re teaching them – and as they’re obeying and listening – I hope 

you hear this… 

 

We as parents are commanded to do this with: 
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High praise! 

High joy! 

High fives! 

 

And lots and lots of noise! 

 

Because that’s how God is with us – that’s how God rejoices over us! 

 

Zephaniah 3:17: 

 

The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in 

you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing… 

 

I mean how incredible is it to think that God our father rejoices over us with singing and praise! 

 

That’s how much of a Father He is with us who loves to cheer us on! 

 

He loves you – He cares for you – He rejoices over you with singing and dancing when you obey 

His commands and laws! 

 

So why don’t we do that with our kids! 

 

Did you see that mumma – he obeyed daddy at swimming! 

 

Good job bud! I’m so proud of you! 

 

Did you see that?!?! – he was angry and he didn’t hit his sister in rage! 

 

Well done bud well done – That’s being a man – I’m so proud of you! 

 

That was protecting your baby sister – that was obeying God’s commands! 

 

Well done – daddy loves you – mummy loves you! 
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I’m so proud of you – you’re such a joy to this family! 

 

 

Practice these things! 

Applications 

And this principle of training really does apply to wherever you are in life! 

 

Some of you in here today are at the stage where I’m at in my parenting and we’ve only just 

begun the uphill journey – we’ve only just begun the battle – we’ve only just begun the pain! 

 

Others of you have kids that are teenagers and youth and you’ve got a different set of challenges… 

you’ve got a different set of struggles… a different set of criteria that you’re having to deal with and 

it’s really hard! 

 

And still others have had their children – you’ve raised your tribe – and you’re at the point where 

you’re just full of regrets – full of tears – full of pain – full of disappointment… 

 

And so let me try and encourage us as we close out this sermon by giving us several points of 

application that I think will encourage us as we seek to go out from this service and off into our 

parenting struggles, regrets, and decisions… 

 

Prayer 

So application number 1: 

 

Pray for your children often! 

 

There is NOT one godly parent in this church who has not told me that the key to successful 

parenting is daily prayer for your children X2 

 

As Hannah prayed for Samuel – as David prayed for Solomon – as Elizabeth prays for John – and 

Mary prays for Jesus… 

 

So too should every godly parent pray for their children as often as you can 

 



 23 

• Pray that they grow daily in the grace and knowledge of our Lord  Jesus Christ (2nd Peter 

3:18)… 

 

• Pray that they come to know the surpassing value of Christ Jesus their Lord (Philippians 

3:8)… 

 
• Pray that they grow in the daily wisdom and stature of the Lord (Luke 2:52)… 

 

• Pray that they are surrounded by good & godly friends who will wound them when necessary 

and keep them accountable often (Proverbs 27 verse 6)… 

 

• Pray that their faith is tested by fire & refined through the suffering of affliction (1st Peter 

chapter 1 verse 7; Hebrews 12 verse 2) 

 
• And finally pray that God will spare them from the bad decisions you make as a parent! 

 

Friends pray for your children as often as you can – because God is the one who honours the 

prayers of godly Christian parents… 

 

Pray for your kids often! 

 

Number 

Second: 

 

Preach daily to your children 

 

Tell them – instruct them – remind them about the glorious good news that Jesus died for sinners! 

 

Tell about the life-giving power of the cross! 

 

About the reconciling power of the gospel, the sin-killing power of the Spirit, and the life-giving joy 

of Jesus! 
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Tell them the story line of the bible – show them that it’s credible – read to them stories and books 

about the saving works of God! 

 

Tell them that Jesus has defeated sin – Jesus the serpent killing King has victoriously crushed the 

head of the Serpent! 

 

Tell them that He’s coming back, and He will redeem His people, because He is the King, and He is 

the Judge, and He will one day wipe out His enemies in power! 

 

Friends, the bible speaks to every situation that a child will face – every temptation – every 

circumstance – and every single sin! 

 

So teach them about the Bible’s sufficiency to speak of these things! 

 

Show them that I’s credible – show them that it’s true – teach them the Bible’s beauty! 

 

Teach them these things so that when they are old they will NOT depart from them! 

 

Practice 

And then finally: 

 

Practice what you preach  

 

Friends long before the time of parenting methodology – and parenting sociology – and parenting 

steps: 

 

Christians were discipling their children for Jesus Christ! 

 

Christians were training their children to love Jesus Christ! 

 

And what influenced them more than anything else was a passion and exuberance for the gospel 

of Jesus Christ! 
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Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians chapter 2 that he was like a nursing mother tenderly caring for his 

own children – he says: 

 

We cared so much for you that we were delighted to share with you not only our 

gospel…but even our lives… 

 

We were willing to disciple and nurture you not just with our mouths but also with our hands! 

 

We practiced what we preached says Paul! 

 

Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians chapter 11 that: 

 

The Corinthians were to emulate him as he emulated Jesus! 

Christian discipleship is about emulating a life worth following! 

 

Friends if you want your children to taste and see that the LORD is good… then you must give to 

them a passion that is caught NOT just taught! 

 

Let them see in you a passion for Jesus – a passion for His people – a passion for his Word – a 

passion for His church! 

 

Live lives that are consistent with the profession of faith that you trying to teach them! 

 

Because children above everyone else know the hypocrisy & pretense of their parents! 

 

Regardless of what comes out of your mouth daily, children can tell whether or not you are really 

& truly captivated with Jesus Christ in all of His glory! 

 

You’ve gotta come to terms with this mum & dad! 

 

It’s NOT about a parenting methodology – it’s about emulating Christ in front of your children! 

 

Living out the profession of your faith you so dearly seek to teach them! 
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Christian discipleship is caught NOT just taught! 

 

We must live lives in conformity to the Gospel – because ultimately are children will grow up 

emulating their parents! 

 

Conclusion 

So let me finish here today with this… 

 

C.H Spurgeon once said: 

 

He who thinks it easy to bring up a family never had one of his own. A mother who trains her 

children needs be wiser than Solomon, for even his own son turned out to be a fool… 

 

Brothers and sisters parenting is really really difficult… 

 

It is among one of the most difficult things Iv’e ever had to do in my Christian journey – and I’ve 

only just begun… 

 

And far too many of you have known the pain – you’ve know the tears – and the sorrows for far 

too long… 

 

And so you’re sitting there and you’re asking yourself: 

 

Well, what do I do now…?!?! 

 

I can’t put it back in the box… I can’t fix the mistakes I’ve made in the past…. I can only live in the 

present! 

 

And so what do I do now that I’ve failed?!?! 

 

And the answer is: 

 

You receive the love of God the father in Jesus Christ today! 
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Wherever you are – whatever you’ve done – receive the love of Jesus today! 

 

You need to repent of the sins of the past – and you need to confess your sins to your children – you 

need to tell them where you went wrong, and you need to reconcile! 

 

And you need to realize that you’re in a long line of parenting failures that has echoed down 

throughout the centuries…throughout the church… and throughout time… 

 

And the good news is that Jesus Christ died for every single one of your parenting failures…He died 

because He knows your frame! 

 

That no matter where you are in your parenting journey God’s grace is sufficient today! X2 

 

Wherever you are in your life do not harden your hearts – but repent and ask for the love of God in 

Christ Jesus today! 

 

And know that you’re gonna mess it up! 

 

Know that your failures in parenting is NOT the end of the story! 

 

Because God steps into those spaces that we have failed, and where we’ve fallen, and He will 

always use them to rewrite our mess for our good, and for His glory… 

 

He knows what He’s doing 

 

And He can use even our failures as parents to grow our children and to teach them that the only 

sufficient parent worth ultimately following is Him! 

 

He loves you and He loves your children infinitely more than you ever could! 

 

And so your job is to be faithful – your job is to listen – and with that small faith that says: God I will 

do what you call me to do today… 

 

Jesus Christ is honored! 
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We don’t love our children because we’re good or because we know what we’re doing – but it’s 

because: 

 

He loved us first! 

 

Loving little ones means lots of training, lots of talking, lots of 

laughter, lots of tears, lots of pain, lots of sorrow, and lots and lots 

of grace… 

 

And when you love them well, when they are young, you do that so that when they are old they 

will not depart from that love! 

 

Let’s pray 
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Proverbs 22:6; Ephesians 6:1 

Discussion Questions 

 
[Read Proverbs 22:6; Ephesians 6:1-4] 

 

Main Point: The goal of Christian parenting is the way of obedience to Jesus… 

 

Q1. What would you say is the main goal of Christian parenting? – [Read Proverbs 

22:15]. Why is parenting necessary according to Scripture? – How should we view 

Proverbs 22:6 in terms of outcomes? Is it a promise, a Proverb, a guarantee, a 

command, an exhortation etc?  

 

Q2. How would you define Christian obedience? – [Read 1 John 4:19; 5:2-3; 

Romans 12:1-2]. According to Scripture, what is Christian obedience based on? – 

Why is it important to establish God’s grace before we establish God’s law? 

 

Q3. [Read Psalm 19:10; 119:1-2]. What is the view the Psalmist has toward God and 

His law? – Is this the view you have toward God’s law, why or why not? – In what 

parts of your life are you struggling to walk according to God’s law? 

 

Q4. [Read Deuteronomy 6:7]. According to this verse, how often are parents to be 

parenting their children? – What are some ways you are practically trying to train your 

children to obey?  

 

Q5. If you are single, how can you encourage parents in their walk of parenting? – If 

you’re a parent, how can you be praying for other parents in the church? 
 

 


